
Report of The Strategic Director of Housing and Planning

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON  29TH AUGUST 2007

TITLE :     DRAFT SALFORD LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

That Lead Member approves the Landscape Character Assessment 

1) As a background document in support of the Design SPD and the Core Strategy

2) For consultation with key stakeholders

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY :

 The Landscape Character Assessment divides the open countryside and urban fringe of 

 Salford into 4 key character types and 9 subdivisions of those types. Each subdivision is given its own Landscape Description based on an assessment of its main characteristics. A set of Policy Objectives and Guidelines for the maintenance, enhancement and / or restoration of each subdivision is also provided. The objectives /guidelines may change (for example with respect to the Rural Mosslands) depending on the outcome of consultation / development of the Core Strategy. The Landscape Character Assessment is regarded as an important background document with respect to the developing Core Strategy and the Draft Design SPD.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS : (All published)
Regional Spatial Strategy 

Planning Policy Statement 7  (Sustainable Development in Rural Areas)

Planning Position Statement Local Development Frameworks (Countryside Agency) 


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  Medium. Endorsement of the Salford Landscape Character Assessment will add weight to the consultation process of the Design SPD and the future evidence base for the developing Core Strategy.
	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: Not Applicable
	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: The Landscape Character Assessment may be expected to assist the council in discharging its planning functions 
Provided by Richard Lester
2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Not Applicable
Provided by Nigel Dickens 
PROPERTY (if applicable): Not Applicable
HUMAN RESOURCES: The document has been produced with in house resources.
	


CONTACT OFFICER :
Marion Raines  (Spatial Planning :  Environment and Projects (ext 3647)

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Walkden North and South, Swinton North, Pendlebury, Kersal, Irwell Riverside, Broughton, Worsley, Boothstown and Ellenbrook, Irlam and Cadishead
KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Strategic Planning : Local Development Framework.
Landscape Character cuts across several themes of the Community Plan :  A Healthy City, An Economically Prosperous City,  and A City That’s Good to Live In. 


1. Purpose of the Report
1.1 The purpose of this report is to seek Lead Member approval of the Draft Salford Landscape Character Assessment so that it can be put out to consultation. This will give it added weight as part of the evidence base for the developing core strategy and for use as a background document  to the Draft Design SPD (Designing Salford Now).
2. Background
2.1 Landscape is an intrinsic part of the character of Salford. It provides the setting for many places in the City and supports important aspects of local history, culture, biodiversity and distinctiveness.

2.2 Landscape Character is an important component of sustainable development. The protection of good landscapes and the enhancement / restoration of less good landscapes will be an objective of the emerging Local Development Framework. The issues relating to landscape character will be part of the content of the Core Strategy.

2.3 PPS7: Sustainable Development in Rural Areas, particularly recognises that areas of landscape outside designated areas can be locally valued and that tools such as Landscape Character Assessment should be used to draft local landscape policies to  provide protection for their special local character without relying on designations.. 

2.4 Landscape Character is also an important component of the Salford Design Guide (Designing Salford Now). This document sets out the key guidelines to enhance the quality and distinctiveness of places and will be an important material consideration when determining planning applications. Landscape as well as townscape is an important component of that document.

2.5 Designing Salford Now will shortly be going out to public consultation as a Draft SPD  and Landscape Character will be an intrinsic part of the document for which views are being sought. 

3. Salford Landscape Character Assessment
3.1 The full landscape character assessment is appended to this report. 

3.2 The methodology, based on guidance produced by the Countryside Agency consists of 2 stages:

i) Review of available information, survey work and description of landscape type (based on guidance produced by the former Countryside Agency).

ii) Provision of landscape quality objectives and a set of policies aimed at protecting, managing or planning the landscape

3.3 The first part of the assessment of Salford’s countryside and urban fringe identified 4 key Landscape Character types, with 9 subdivisions of those types (see attached plans) and after an appraisal provided detailed descriptions of those types.
a) Rural Mosslands 
- Northern Chat Moss 

- Southern Chat Moss

b) Urban Mosslands
- Linnyshaw, Clifton and Wardley Mosses

c) Urban Fringe Lowland

- Middle Wood Corridor

- Worsley Woods Corridor

- Wardley Wood Corridor

d) Urban River Valley
- Clifton Corridor

- Pendlebury Newlands Corridor
- Kersal Corridor

3.4 The second part of the Landscape Assessment identifies a set of Policy Objectives for each of the subdivisions and a set of Guidelines as to how these should be met. The Objectives and Guidelines (which are framed within the context of the land use policies of the Salford UDP) reflect the current status of the landscape and the long term intentions to protect, maintain or restore its character. However, these may need to be amended (e.g. for Rural Mosslands as a result of introduction of a new mossland vision) as any new land use policies develop as a result of the developing Core Strategy. The objectives for the Northern Chat Moss subdivision might also need to be amended in the light of the outcome of any major developments that may take place (see also Para 4.2 below).   


3.5 The broad messages regarding landscape character have been written into the Draft Design Guide SPD and it is the intention that the emerging Issues and Options for the Core Strategy will reflect the key landscape issues for Salford. 

4. Consultation on Salford Landscape Character Assessment
4.1 The consultation events for the Design SPD provided an opportunity for the public to comment on broad open space design issues (including the wider urban fringe / countryside).
4.2 However, the Draft Landscape Character Assessment has yet to be put out to any form of consultation in its own right. It is considered important to do so, particularly if the document is to be used as part of the evidence base for the developing Core Strategy. It is proposed to consult the following organisations, relevant community committees and a major local landowner in the Rural Mosslands area 
-
Greater Manchester Ecology Unit

-           Greater Manchester Archaeology Unit

-
Red Rose Community Forest

-
North West Regional Assembly

- 
Bury MBC  

-
Bolton MBC

-
Manchester CC

-
Trafford MBC



-
Wigan MBC

-
Warrington Borough Council

-
Environment Agency

-
Highways Agency

-
English Heritage

-
Natural England 


-
North West Development Agency

-
Greater Manchester Health Authority

-
United Utilities

-
Peel Holdings

-
Government Office for the North West

-
British Waterways

-
CABE

-
Centre for Ecology and Hydrology

-
Council for Protection of Rural England

-
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

-
The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside

-
Mersey Basin Campaign

-
Sustainability North West

-
Forestry Commission



-           The Ramblers Association 



-           Woodland Trust



-
East Salford Community Committee



-
Eccles Community Committee



-
Salford Community Committee

-
Swinton Community Committee



-
Walkden and Little Hulton Community Committee


-
Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee


-
Irlam and Cadishead Community Committee

4.3 The following timetable is proposed in order to ensure that the consultation process has been completed before the Core Strategy Issues and Options Consultation in November / December 2007.  

-
29th August          Endorsement by Lead Member


-
10th September   Letter sent to Consultees plus web update.

-           26th October        Closing Date for responses

-
16th November     Revised version of Landscape Character    

                                        Assessment.

4.4 A record of consultation responses will be maintained along with a record of changes made to the document as a result of responses. 

5. Conclusion
5.1 Salford has not previously undertaken a broad scale landscape character assessment. Given the importance now attached to landscape as an integral part of Sustainable Planning, a draft Landscape Character Assessment has been prepared. It will form part of the evidence base for the emerging Core Strategy and form a component part of the Draft Design SPD (Designing Salford Now).     
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