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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR FOR HOUSING AND PLANNING



TO THE Lead Member for Planning ON 30th JANUARY 2006


TITLE: 
Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal for the 

HOUSING Supplementary Planning Document 

RECOMMENDATIONS: That Approval be given:

1) To undertake the formal consultation on the attached Scoping Report for the Sustainability Appraisal that will accompany the Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Scoping Report outlines the scope and framework of the Sustainability Appraisal that will accompany the Housing SPD. The council will consult on the document with the Environment Agency, Countryside Agency, English Nature and English Heritage (who are all statutory consultees), as well as Government Office for the North West, the North West Regional Assembly and the Home Builders Federation. Additionally the  report will be made available on the city council’s website for people to comment on.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: None


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: 

Medium. If the Scoping Report is not approved for consultation purposes, the timetable for the adoption of the Housing SPD will slip, which will prevent the city council delivering the approved Local Development Scheme. This could have an impact on future levels of Planning Delivery Grant.

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: Administrative and printing costs will be met through the UDP budget

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by: Richard Lester

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by: Nigel Dickens

PROPERTY (if applicable): Not Applicable

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable): Not Applicable

	


CONTACT OFFICER: Matt Doherty  (phone 01617933666)


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): ALL


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: 

· Review UDP

· Local Development Framework and in particular the Local Development Scheme


DETAILS (Continued Overleaf)

1.0
Introduction

1.1
The Local Development Scheme (LDS) identifies that a Housing Market SPD document will be produced, with a draft version published in May and adoption by November 2006. It is intended that a revised LDS will be submitted to Government Office North West shortly, and in this the SPD will be renamed from ‘Housing Market SPD’ to ‘Housing SPD’. It will supplement and explain policies primarily within the Housing Chapter of the emerging UDP, which it is anticipated will be adopted in June 2006.

1.2
The Housing SPD will:

· Identify the overall number of affordable homes to be sought in the Plan period and give a broad indication of how provision will be made;
· Provide guidance on the areas where there is demonstrable need for affordable housing, and set the proportion of affordable homes to be provided sites in areas where there is a need;
· Specify what mix of dwellings the council considers acceptable in schemes and the wider area, in terms of type, tenure and size;

· Support the provision of housing for vulnerable groups; and

· Provide additional guidance on the provision of student accommodation, and accommodation for gypsies / travelling people

1.3
It is now a statutory requirement that all documents produced within the Local Development Framework (such as the Housing SPD) are accompanied by a Sustainability Appraisal that fully encompasses the requirements of the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive.

2.0
Housing Supplementary Planning Document

2.1
The Housing SPD will be a significant material consideration in the determination of planning applications for Housing schemes. It will also be conducive to a transparent and effective planning process. 

2.2
The production of the SPD will take approximately 10 months from now. The key stages are set out in the table below:

	Stage 
	Timetable

	Consultation on Scoping Report
	February – March 2006

	Consultation on Issues Report
	March – April 2006

	Production of Draft SPD and Sustainability Appraisal
	November 2005 – April 2006

	Statutory Consultation Period on draft SPD
	May – June 2006

	Reports on outcome of Consultation
	October – November 2006

	Adoption
	November 2006


3.0
Sustainability Appraisal - Scoping Report

3.1
The Sustainability Appraisal Report will look at the role that the Housing SPD will play in meeting long term sustainability objectives. It will seek to identify the extent to which the SPD will reinforce or diminish sustainability objectives. An early stage of the SA is to produce a Scoping Report. This has the following roles:

· A review of the national, regional and local policy framework for nature conservation and biodiversity in order to identify the sustainability objectives that the SPD could be expected to contribute towards;

· Establishment of the baseline position (of the environment, and the social and economic situation in Salford) against which to identify the potential areas of impact of the SPD;

· Identification of the key sustainability issues that need to be addressed;

· Identification of the level of compatibility between the SPD objectives and the city’s long term sustainability objectives; and

· Establishment of the Assessment Framework of sustainability objectives and indicators against which to predict the impact of the possible options of the SPD.

3.2

The Scoping Report is attached for information and approval.

.

4.0
Consultation

4.1
It is a statutory requirement that consultation on the Scoping Report is carried out with the following statutory consultees:

· English Heritage;

· English Nature;

· Countryside Agency; and

· Environment Agency.

4.2
In addition, the Scoping Report will be sent to the following non statutory consultees  whom it is considered have a particular strategic interest:

· Government Office for the North West;

· North West Regional Assembly; and

· Home Builders Federation.

4.3
A copy of the Scoping Report will also be placed on the Salford City Council website, and comments will be invited. 

5.0
Conclusion

5.1
It is recommended that approval be given to consult with the bodies referred to in 

paragraphs 4.1 and 4.2, on the attached Scoping Report of the Sustainability Appraisal, which will accompany the Housing SPD.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director Of Housing and Planning
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