	
	ITEM NO.




REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION PARTNERSHIP LIMITED



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 30th  JANUARY 2006


TITLE:   Request to re-design the existing build-out at the junction of Westbourne 

              Road/Grasmere Crescent/Beaufort Street, Winton.


RECOMMENDATIONS:  That Lead Member notes the content of this report and confirms the action proposed.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  The junction of Westbourne Road/Grasmere Crescent/Beaufort Street was remodelled as part of the area wide traffic calming scheme for Westwood Park Estate installed in November 2002. The re-modelling was required to improve overall safety at the junction. Although the junction is now operating smoothly, there have been a number of complaints from one of the residents as the local youths play football on this unobstructed footway area. 

The purpose of this report is to inform the Lead Member of these complaints and refer the matter regarding anti-social behaviour to the Area Community Committee for action. 


BACKGROUND                

DOCUMENTS:                  Working files in Traffic & Transportation Section


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
       Low

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:          N/A

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative)

      1.  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS                                                 Provided by:    N/A

      2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS                                           Provided by:    N/A

PROPERTY (if applicable):     N/A

	


HUMAN RESOURCES  (if applicable)     N/A

CLIENT CONSUTED: Transportation Section of the Planning Services has been consulted.     

	


CONTACT OFFICER:
            SEAN FERNANDO  -  779 4860


WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S):    
WINTON


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
N/A                                                      


DETAILS (Continued overleaf)


1. A large build-out was constructed at the junction of Westbourne Road/Grasmere Crescent/Beaufort Street as part of the Westwood Park area traffic calming scheme completed in November 2002. 

2. We have since received a number of complaints from a resident in relation to the function and the size of this build-out as the local youths have begun to play football on it. Although the build-out area is larger than usual it has been constructed in accordance with current design standards and the junction operates smoothly. We have therefore referred the matter to the police as anti-social behaviour.

3. However, this has not remove the problem and subsequent consultations have revealed the following: -

The number of consultation documents distributed              =    28 

The total number of return slips received                             =      9  

The number of slips in favour of the current layout              =      4       

The number of slips not in favour of the current layout        =      5   

4. We have also received further complaints from the same resident via Ian Stewart MP for Eccles and ward councillors. A ward councillor has also reported that he was involved in a ‘near miss’ because a youth stepped on to the carriageway from the build-out to pick up a ball. A number of engineering solutions have therefore been considered and they are listed below:  

	Option


	1


	2


	3



	Description


	Deterrent Paving


	Planters


	Shrubs/Trees



	Estimated costs
	£7,130
	£7,590
	£8,910

	Design & Supervision 
	£1,497
	£1,497
	£1,497

	Maintenance
	£0.00
	£300 (per year) 
	£300 (per year)

	Total
	£8,627
	£9387
	£10,707


5. Traffic calming measures in the Westwood Park Estate include features involving vertical and horizontal deflection. The build-out (footway extension) at the junction is a speed-reducing feature involving horizontal deflection. It also increases drivers’ awareness to approach with caution and similar features have been installed at different junctions in the Estate. 

6. However, as there is no history of reported injury accidents at the junction, it is not possible to recommend any further funding be taken from the local safety schemes budget. It is therefore recommended that this request be forwarded for consideration against funding priorities by the Eccles Community Committee. 

Bill Taylor, 

Managing Director, Urban Vision Partnership Ltd.

