



REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 30th July 2007
TITLE: A666 BOLTON ROAD/STATION ROAD JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT


ADVANCE STATUTORY UNDERTAKERS DIVERSIONS.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

That Lead Member for Housing/Planning is recommended to:

1. Give approval to place the orders for the Statutory Undertakers diversions and carry out advance civil engineering works.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The report details the arrangement for undertaking the scheme in relation to the programming of the works and recommends the next steps to progress the spending arrangements.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

Report to Traffic Management Unit ( 29/11/06)

Report to Lead Member 23/07/07

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

Low

SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

Local Safety Scheme Block 3, Transport Capital Programme

Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: The proposals within this report have been approved against the monitoring officers checklist.

Provided by; Pauline Lewis

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: The proposals within this report are within the allocations previously identified in the approved Block 3 programme for 2007/08. Provided by; Nigel Dickens

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A

VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: N/A/

CLIENT IMPLICATIONS:

CLIENT OFFICER: Scheme included in the Block 3 Transport Capital Programme 2007/08.

Provided by; Darren Findley

PROPERTY: (if applicable) Trevor James

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A

CONTACT OFFICER: John Pedder 779 4884, Neil Ashmall 779 4883

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Swinton North, Pendlebury.

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: ENHANCING LIFE IN SALFORD

Reducing the number of people killed or seriously injured on Salford’s roads.

DETAILS:

1. BACKGROUND

1.1. The junction has been identified as having an unacceptably high number of collisions, especially those involving pedestrians, in the last 3 years, there have been 13 other collisions involving vehicle manoeuvres.

1.2
The junction suffers from severe congestion at peak times, which is of concern to Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive (GMPTE) and bus operators. As part of their programme to improve bus services, GMPTE have offered to contribute funding for the improvements to the junction.

2. DETAILS
2.1 Traffic modelling work has indicated a proposal to widen and re-align the             junction, which will provide substantial benefit to motorists allowing separate straight on, left and right turn lanes in either direction along Bolton Road. This will alleviate delays with vehicles turning, reducing queue lengths at peak times.

2.2 The widening of the highway allows for the introduction of protected red/green    man crossing facilities across all four legs of the junction. This will assist in reducing the number of collisions with pedestrians and enable pedestrians from all aspects of society to cross the junction in safety.

2.3 The widening of the highway has required the transferring of land from Environmental Services to Housing and Planning Directorate. This agreement is near to being completed.

2.4 Site investigations have proven that a large number of Statutory Undertakers plant exists within the footway required for the junction widening. Discussions and agreements have been reached with the Statutory Undertakers concerned and a programme of diversion works is currently being finalized. Presently 6 diversions are required to be undertaken within the same footway.

2.5 Early contractor involvement with UrbanVision’s construction partner, Birse Construction Ltd, has indicated that the most cost effective method for construction is for the Statutory Undertakers to undertake their diversions works prior to Birse commencing the main junction improvements. Although some simultaneous working from the Statutory Undertakers is envisaged, the programme for the diversions is to commence in late August with completion in December 2007. It will be necessary for Birse to ‘construct’ the new proposed footway as advance civils work prior to the Statutory Undertakers commencing their diversions. This footway indicates to the Statutory Undertakers the line and level of the new footway. This proposal is cost effective owing to the high excavation and disposal costs the Utilities charge and allows for greater quality control over the backfill of the new footway.

2.6 Once the diversionary works are completed the main contract to construct the junction improvement will commence in January 2008.

3. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


3.1
The scheme has been included within 2007/08 Block 3 Transport Capital Programme allocation.

3.2
Detailed cost estimates, (DCE) have been obtained from the Statutory Undertakers, however, as yet no costs have been agreed with Birse Construction for the main civils work or the advance civils works.

3.3
A contribution of £240,000.00 from GMPTE is allocated to this scheme from their 2007/08 programme which is proposed to be used to fund the Statutory Undertakers diversions and advance civil engineering works.

3.4
Statutory Undertakers diversions

£188,930.00


Advance Civil Engineering works

£  34.300.00


Urbanvision Fees



£    5,000.00




Total for advance works

£228,230.00


Junction Improvement works - estimated 
£323,700.00


GMUTC works – estimated


£  50,000.00


Urbanvision Fees



£  30,200.00



Total for Junction Improvement works
£403,900.00




Overall Scheme Total

£632,130.00

4. RECOMMENDATION

4.1 It is proposed to continue discussions with Birse Construction Ltd on the design and programming of the main works in order to re-engineer the design and create cost savings. 

4.2 A Target Cost is programmed to be agreed in the autumn and will be subject to a further report to seek approval for the main junction improvement work.

4.3 The recommendation is that Lead Member gives approval to the report allowing for the placement of official orders to be submitted with the Statutory Undertakers. Additionally, that approval be given to instruct Birse Construction Ltd to undertake advance civil engineering work to the proposed footway.
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