



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING
ON 30 JULY 2007
______________________________________________________________

TITLE:          PLANNING GUIDANCE FOR IRWELL CITY PARK 
______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  
· That Lead Member approves the Consultation Draft of the Planning Guidance for the Irwell City Park, the Sustainability Audit, the Equality Impact Assessment and the Consultation Statement 
· That Lead Member approves the proposals for public consultation
· That Lead Member supports the submission of the Consultation Draft to Lottery Assessors in advance of public consultation
______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

· A planning policy framework is needed to support the creation and implementation of the Irwell City Park. This will ensure that the City Park can be successfully delivered in planning terms, both strategically to ensure it is successfully integrated with other regeneration initiatives and locally to ensure key sites are identified and exceptional design quality is achieved.
· On 26 February 2007, the Lead Member for Planning approved the preparation of joint informal Planning Guidance by the three Local Planning Authorities, Manchester, Salford and Trafford – although the Guidance will be non- statutory, it will be explicitly set within the policy framework provided by the adopted Unitary Development Plans for each Authority.

· On 21 May 2007, the Lead Member for Planning approved a first version of the Consultation Draft which was submitted as part of the Living Landmarks Lottery Bid at the end of May 2007. Since then, work on preparing the final version of the Consultation Draft has been ongoing with Manchester and Trafford. The Guidance and other documents will be subject to a formal period of public consultation from 17 August to 27 September 2007.
______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 
· Irwell City Park Business Case (May 2006)
______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:  Low
______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING:  
· UDP/PDG

· Manchester City Council
· Trafford MBC
______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: Reviewed by Richard Lester  

· The proposed Guidance may be expected to assist in the discharge of the Council’s planning functions
______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:  Reviewed by Nigel Dickens 

· No comments

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS:  Not Applicable

VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS:  Not Applicable

CLIENT IMPLICATIONS:  Not Applicable

CLIENT OFFICER:  Not Applicable
PROPERTY:  Not Applicable
______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES:  Not Applicable

CONTACT OFFICER:  Peter Baker 0161 601 7728
______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): 
· Broughton

· Irwell Riverside

· Ordsall
______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

· City of Salford Unitary Development Plan (2004 – 2016)

· Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company Vision and Regeneration Framework

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1. Introduction

· The purpose of this report is to request the Lead Member for Planning to approve the final version of the Consultation Draft of the Irwell City Park Planning Guidance, which has been prepared jointly by Manchester, Salford and Trafford Councils to support the creation and implementation of the Irwell City Park.

2. Planning Guidance for the Irwell City Park

· A first version of the Consultation Draft of the Planning Guidance was submitted with the Living Landmarks Lottery Bid on 29 May 2007.
· The Consultation Draft has now been finalised with input from Manchester and Trafford. A Sustainability Audit, Equality Impact Assessment and Consultation Statement have also been produced. All these documents are appended hereto.
· Although the Guidance is non-statutory, it is explicitly set within the planning policy framework provided by the Regional Spatial Strategy and the adopted Unitary Development Plans for Salford, Manchester and Trafford.

· The core part of the Guidance is the Zone Specific Guidance which details the sites for new and improved infrastructure improvements including walkways, bridges and open space.
3. Process and Timetable 
· Officers at Manchester and Trafford Councils are also seeking political approval to the Guidance and supporting documents in July

· A formal six week public consultation on all the documents will take place from 17 August to 27 September 2007 in all three Authorities. Responses received will be analysed during October/November and, where appropriate, the Guidance will be amended. Final approval and adoption of the Guidance will be sought by the end of January 2008. 
· The final Consultation Draft will also be passed to the Lottery Assessors at their visit on 2/3 August to replace the first version submitted with the Bid.
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