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REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF 

HOUSING AND PLANNING


TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING 

AND

LEAD MEMBER FOR CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES

ON 31ST OCTOBER 2005 

TITLE: CHAPEL STREET REGENERATION STRATEGY

PROPOSED REFURBISHMENT OF ALBION SQUARE AND BEXLEY SQUARE

RECOMMENDATIONS:

It is recommended that Lead Members:-

(i) Approve the proposed works to Albion Square and Bexley Square at a total cost of £73,323.59 (works of £63,719.64 and fees of £9,603.95).

(ii)
     Approve the works to be undertaken by Urban Vision (Highway Services)   

working in partnership with Environmental Services.

(iii) Approve the funding from these works from the Chapel Street Capital Programme 2005/2006 for £50,000 and Chapel Street Section 106 Monies for £23,323.59.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

On 4th July 2005, Lead Member for Planning gave approval in principle for funding from the Chapel Street Capital Programme 2005/2006 for public realm improvements to Albion Square and Bexley Square in the Chapel Street area to the sum of £50,000.  This report details the proposed scheme of works for the two squares, the confirmation of the final improvements and costs, and seeks approval for the works to be carried out within this financial year 2005/2006.


BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

(Available for public inspection)

(i)
Chapel Street Regeneration Strategy

(ii)
Report to Lead Member for Planning – Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company/Chapel Street Regeneration Strategy: City Council Capital and Revenue Budgets 2005/2006 (4th July 2005).


ASSESSMENT OF RISK:

The risk of not delivering the project in 2005/2006 is considered to be minimal if the proposals and funding are approved now.


THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:

(i) Chapel Street Capital Programme 2005/2006: £50,000.

(ii) Section 106 monies from Chapel Street development scheme (Trinity Court, Ford Street) £23,323.59. 


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):


1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by: Pauline Lewis

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

Provided by:
Steve Bayley

PROPERTY (if applicable):


N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable):

N/A


CLIENT CONSULTED:



N/A


CONTACT OFFICER:  
Emily Hrycan

0161 778 0987


WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES: 
Irwell Riverside and Ordsall


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:

Chapel Street Regeneration Strategy

DETAILS:

1.0
BACKGROUND

1.1
The Chapel Street Regeneration Strategy and the Chapel Street Walking Plan has identified environmental and landscape improvements as one of its key priorities.  The Strategy has identified the refurbishment of Albion Square and Bexley Square (amongst others) as major projects for this year.

1.2
In 2000, a detailed landscaping scheme was carried out in Bexley Square as part of the NWDA Headroom Scheme initiative.  Improvements to Albion Square were also undertaken in the late 1980’s.

1.3
On 4th July 2005, Lead Member for Planning gave approval in principle for funding for public realm improvements to Albion Square and Bexley Square in the Chapel Street area from the Chapel Street Capital Programme 2005/2006 to the sum of £50,000.  

2.0
REASONS FOR WORK

Albion Square

2.1
The main problems that have arisen on Albion Square are due to general wear and tear and issues of maintenance over the last fifteen years since the original scheme was undertaken.

Bexley Square

2.2
The main problems that have arisen on this scheme since it was undertaken in 2000 can be attributed to three key reasons.  Other minor problems that have been identified are due to inadequate maintenance.

2.3
The three reasons are:

(a)  Paving materials

The original paving materials that were chosen were deemed fit for purpose.  However, the volume of traffic carrying out turns in front of the Magistrates Court, has been far greater than originally anticipated and as a result the paving stones have been damaged.

(b)  Trees

The original trees that were planted have continued to grow at an alarming rate.  They have outgrown their grilles, which has resulted in the paving being lifted and damaged and their canopies now extend over adjoining buildings.

(c)  Vandalism

Vandalism has been an ongoing issue in the Trinity area and this has had an impact on the condition of Bexley Square.  Notably damage has occurred to the seats, litter bins and bollards, some of which have also been knocked down by vehicles entering the area.

3.0
DETAILS OF PROPOSED WORKS

3.1
A detailed list of refurbishment works has been drawn up for Bexley Square and Albion Square.

Albion Square

3.2 The proposed schedule of works is to:

· Replace/relay damaged kerbs.

· Crown lift trees.

· Lift and relay setts.

· Replace damaged paving slabs.

· Repoint, lift and relay paving.

· Weedkill and clean paved areas.

· Remove pebbles.

· Clean Lighting luminaries.

· Repair/replace bollards.

3.3
The estimated total cost of the enhancement works to Albion Square is £35,332.19 – this includes 15% contingencies and fees at 15% totalling £4,608.55.

Bexley Square

3.4 The proposed schedule of works is to:

· Repair and replace steel bollards

· Clean out gullies.

· Crown lift trees.

· Repair seats.

· Repair and replace litter bins.

· Repair floor lights.

· Lift and relay paving around trees. 

· Weedkill and clean paving.

· Repair and replace paving.

3.5
The estimated total cost of the enhancement works to Bexley Square is £37,991.40 – this includes fees at 15% totalling £4,995.40.

3.6      The total cost for both schemes is £73,323.59 (works of £63,719.64 and fees    

          of £9,603.95).

4.0 CONTRACTOR

4.1
Works are to be carried out by Urban Vision (Highway Services) working in partnership with Environmental Services.

5.0
MAINTENANCE

5.1
It is not anticipated that there will be any additional maintenance costs to the works undertaken to Albion Square and Bexley Square.

6.0
FINANCIAL INFORMATION

6.1
Both refurbishment schemes are to be funded from the Chapel Street Capital Programme 2005/2006 to the sum of £50,000.  Section 106 money from the development of Trinity Court, Ford Street will be used to fund the rest of the total cost to the sum of £23,324.

6.2
The funding for the improvements to Albion Square and Bexley Square is identified for this financial year and therefore needs to be spent by mid-March 2006.  If there is a failure to do so, there will be a need to identify other funding and there is a risk that the enhancement works may not be carried out.

7.0 TIMETABLE

7.1
Following approval of both schemes, it is anticipated that works will commence in 2005 and be completed by January 2006.

Malcolm Sykes

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning

