	
	ITEM NO.



REPORT OF THE MANAGING DIRECTOR OF URBAN VISION



TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING


ON 31st OCTOBER 2005


TITLE:
SWINTON PARK ROAD, CLAREMONT - REQUEST FOR TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES


RECOMMENDATIONS:
That Lead Member notes the content of this report and confirms the actions proposed.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
A RECENT PETITION HAS BEEN SUBMITTED RELATING TO A REQUEST FOR TRAFFIC CALMING ON SWINTON PARK ROAD.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT IS TO INFORM THE LEAD MEMBER OF THIS REQUEST AND TO EXPLAIN THAT TRAFFIC CALMING IS NOT CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE AT THIS PARTICULAR LOCATION.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:   Correspondence held on workfile

(Available for public inspection)


ASSESSMENT OF RISK: LOW

	


SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

	


COMMENTS OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF CUSTOMER AND SUPPORT SERVICES (or his representative):

1. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS



Provided by: N/A

2. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS


Provided by: N/A

PROPERTY (if applicable): N/A

HUMAN RESOURCES (if applicable): N/A

	


CLIENT CONSULTED:
Yes


CONTACT OFFICER: ANDY DEVINE - 2696


WARD (S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE (S): CLAREMONT


KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: N/A


DETAILS 

1.0. Councillor Joe Murphy has recently presented a petition to the Council. The petitioners are requesting that traffic calming measures are introduced on Swinton Park Road, Claremont.

1.1. There has been an earlier request for traffic calming at this location in 1999 and as a result surveys were undertaken that revealed speeds of 39.6mph in a westbound direction and 38.8mph in an eastbound direction.

1.2. A scheme was proposed that implemented a number of chicanes along the length of Swinton Park Road. However, this was not progressed due to the fact that during the consultation exercise, agreement could not be reached on the location of these measures. In its place a scheme of new road markings, including parking bays, centrally hatched areas and right turning pockets, was implemented in 2000.

1.3. A number of more up to date speed surveys have been undertaken along Swinton Park Road and they have recorded average speeds of 34.9mph westbound and 35.8mph eastbound.  This reveals that the scheme has been successful in reducing the speed of vehicles by almost 5mph in a westbound and 3mph in an eastbound direction, although residents believe that the speed of vehicles still needs addressing.

1.4. As well as the speed surveys a number of further investigations have been undertaken and these indicate that the concern expressed by the residents has not been translated into collisions.

1.5. Lead Member will be aware that Local Safety schemes are implemented as a result of regular interrogation of the personal injury collision records provided by Greater Manchester Police. Prior to the scheme of road markings there had been 6 recorded injury collisions all involving slight injury. Following the implementation of the scheme the records have again been investigated and they reveal that for the last 3 years there have been 5 slight collisions. However, 2 of these occurred at the junction with Daisybank Avenue and 1 occurred at the junction of Swinton Park Rd and Bolton Rd, with only 2 of these collisions occurring on the length of Swinton Park Rd itself (1 involving a driver collapsing at the wheel).

1.6. Given that only 1 collision has taken place on Swinton Park Road it is considered that the implementation of traffic calming should not be supported. However, it has been proposed that at sites where residents have voiced concern regarding the speed of vehicles a number of temporary ‘Kill your speed signs’ be erected for a period of 3 months, to remind drivers to moderate their speed, additionally that a request be forwarded to the police for possible enforcement as a ‘community concern’ site.

2.0
Recommendation

2.1 The recommendation of this report is that the request for traffic calming should not be supported.  However, due to residents concerns relating to the speed of vehicles, it is proposed that a number of temporary ‘Kill your speed signs’ be erected at strategic locations along Swinton Park Road and that a request be forwarded to the police for possible inclusion on their list of ‘community concern’ sites, with a reply sent to the petitioners to that effect.
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