



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE STRATEGIC DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

TO THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING ON 31 OCTOBER 2007
TITLE: LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME 2007/8 – 2009/10 Revision B
______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  That the Lead Member for Planning approves:

(1)
the attached Local Development Scheme (2007/8- 2009/10) Revision B for submission to the Secretary of State.

(2)
that the revised Local Development Scheme shall have effect from Monday 19th November 2007.
______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: The Local Development Scheme (LDS) 2007/8 – 2009/10 Revision A was approved in June 2007.  It is now necessary to revise the LDS in order to amend the production timetables for the Core Strategy and to remove the Pendleton Area Action Plan. The report sets out the proposed revision of the LDS and seeks its approval for submission to the Secretary of State.

______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Low

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: The Council has a statutory duty to prepare and maintain its Local Development Scheme.  Richard Lester Locum Solicitor.

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: None – Nigel Dickens


COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A


VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT OFFICER: N/A

PROPERTY: N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A


CONTACT OFFICER: Alison Partington 793 3780

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): All

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: Local Development Framework

______________________________________________________________

1.0 
Introduction

1.1 The Local Development Scheme (LDS) describes what the City Council is going to do to prepare new and revised planning policy for the City over a 3- year period. It contains the key milestones for the production of these documents. The Council’s performance against these timetables is monitored and therefore the LDS is a key document for the Council in terms of performance management.

1.2 The current LDS (2007/8 – 2009/10) Revision A was approved, by the Secretary of State, in June 2007.  It is now necessary to revise this LDS to incorporate a revised timetable for the Core Strategy which can no longer be produced according to its existing timetable and to remove the Pendleton Area Action Plan which is no longer going to be produced.
2.0 Reasons for Revising the LDS

2.1
Significant work has been carried out on the Core Strategy in preparation for the production of an Issues and Options Report. This Report was due to be consulted on during November and December 2007, following which the Preferred Options document was to be produced and consulted upon in June and July 2008.

2.2
It is now considered that it will not be possible to complete all the necessary work on the Issues and Options report in order for the consultation to take place in November as planned. This is because additional work is required to:

· ensure that the Issues and Options are based on comprehensive evidence and that these links are made explicit;

· integrate consideration of the various issues rather than viewing each in isolation, to deliver genuinely "spatial options";

· include "development management" policies which were initially intended to be a separate document; and

· provide sufficient opportunities for other parts of the council and LSP to comment on the emerging Issues and Options before they are published.

2.3
Given the emphasis on front loading of consultation and the need to gradually narrow down options under consideration, it is thought essential that this Issues and Options stage is as robust as possible. It is anticipated that the production of a high quality and well evidenced Issues and Options Report should help to make subsequent stages simpler and easier to complete. Consequently whilst the delay in the Issues and Options Report will have the effect of delaying the Preferred Options stage it is anticipated that the later stages will remain unaltered.

2.4
The Pendleton AAP is supporting the proposed Private Finance Initiative (PFI) Bid for improving the local authority housing stock in the area. It is now considered that this bid would be better supported by outline planning permissions on the key sites and consequently it is not considered necessary to continue with the production of the AAP. The work that has taken place to date will be utilised to produce planning guidance to help guide the redevelopment of the wider area instead. It is therefore necessary to remove the Pendleton AAP from the LDS.

2.5
Finally there was an error in the timetable for the Allocations DPD. It states that the submission of this document would take place in January 2012 with the consultation lasting until March 2012. In fact submission is programmed to take place at the start of February 2012 with the consultation period being February to March 2012. This revision of the LDS amends this timetable accordingly.
2.6
In comments made on the Design SPD and the Sustainable Design and Construction Guide SPD, GONW have strongly recommended combining and integrating the two documents.  It is not considered appropriate to combine the documents in this way as the Design SPD takes a strategic approach and has a very distinctive style, whilst the Sustainable Design and Construction Guide is a more detailed technical document that sits under the Design SPD in the same way as the House Extension and Design and Crime SPDs do.  This revision of the LDS therefore keeps these as two separate documents.
 2.6
A copy of the revised LDS is attached.
3.0 Recommendations

3.1
It is recommended that the Lead Member for Planning approves:

(1) the attached Local Development Scheme (2007/8- 2009/10) Revision B for submission to the Secretary Of State.

(2) that the revised Local Development Scheme shall have effect from Monday 19th November 2007.

Bob Osborne

Strategic Director of Housing and Planning
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