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Design Supplementary Planning Document 

Good design is indivisible from good planning
. Every aspect of planning involves thinking about design, from the creation of landmark buildings in the city to the provision of refuse storage. Good design is multidisciplinary, working in partnership with stakeholders on issues such as Traffic Management, Crime Prevention, Sustainable Design and Construction, Health, Education, and the Natural Environment. The buildings and spaces that are designed and built today will affect our ability to live in a sustainable way for years to come. Salford City Council’s Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on Design is intended to promote buildings and spaces that ‘will be better appreciated, will last longer, will work better and will better represent our civic aspirations’.

As such the Design SPD has relevance to all policies in the Unitary Development Plan (UDP), a statutory document that sets out council policies that will be used to guide development in Salford. In particular the Design SPD has to be linked to policies DES1 to DES11 inclusive. 

Policy DES1 states that:

Development will be required to respond to its physical context, respect the positive character of the local area in which it is situated, and contribute towards local identity and distinctiveness.

In assessing the extent to which any development complies with this policy, regard will be had to the following factors:

i. the impact on, and relationship to, the existing landscape and any notable landscape or environmental feature or species;

ii. the character, scale and pattern of streets and building plots, including plot size;

iii. the relationship to existing buildings and other features that contribute to townscape quality;

iv. the impact on, and quality of, views and vistas;

v. the scale of the proposed development in relationship to its surroundings;

vi. the potential impact of the proposed development on the redevelopment of an adjacent site;

vii. the desirability of protecting an existing building line, or allowing discontinuities that would improve or enrich the existing townscape and public space;

viii. the street’s vertical and horizontal rhythms;

ix. the quality and durability of proposed materials and their appropriateness to both the location and the type of development; and

x. the functional compatibility with adjoining land uses

Where there is no discernable or well-developed character or distinctiveness, developments will be required to adopt high design standards that support the creation of a distinctive place, ensuring that this is appropriate to the nature, setting, culture and community of the local area.

The role and subject of the Design SPD is to provide guidance for developers on the integration of high quality, inclusive design within the context and character of the city to deliver sustainable development. The Design SPD is likely to have the following objectives:
1. To enhance the image of the city

2. To protect and positively develop the character of the city and its individual neighbourhoods
3. To improve the aesthetic quality and attractiveness of the city
4. To improve the efficient functioning of the city
5. To reduce contributions towards, and mitigate impacts of, climate change
There are a number of drivers for the need to raise the standards of design in development; key drivers include, PPS1 Delivering Sustainable Development and the requirement for both Design and Access Statements and Supplementary Planning Guidance.
PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development

PPS1 first published in 2005 seeks to raise standards of design in all development and assists the implementation of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. It states that at all levels of Government ‘planning policies should promote high quality, inclusive design’

PPS1 states: ‘Planning authorities should prepare robust policies on design and access. Such policies should be based on stated objectives for the future of the area and an understanding and evaluation of its present defining characteristics’.

Design and Access Statements 

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, which from 10th August 2006 required that:

‘[A]n application for planning permission…must be accompanied by…

a) a statement about design principles and concepts that have been applied to the development

b) a statement about how issues relating to access to the development have been dealt with.’ (section 42, part 4)

  A Design and Access Statement is required in support of a planning application at the submission stage. A statement should explain how issues of design and access have been appropriately addressed in accordance with relevant legislation and policy. The aim of the process is to facilitate high quality, inclusive design.

Supplementary Planning Guidance

The national planning system has undergone significant change following the introduction of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. One of these changes relates to Supplementary Planning Policy.

Supplementary Planning Documents augment some Development Plan Policies and explain how these policies will be applied in the determination of planning applications. SPDs must be prepared with extensive involvement from the local community and appraised against principles of sustainability to ensure they make a positive contribution to the places where we live. SPDs may cover a range of issues, both thematic and site specific. They must not, however, be used to allocate land.
� Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 1: Delivering Sustainable Development, ODPM, London


� Better Public Buildings: A Proud Legacy for the Future. DCMS, London


� Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 1: Delivering Sustainable Development, ODPM, London


� Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 1: Delivering Sustainable Development, ODPM, London
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