	PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION REGULATORY PANEL
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	PART 1 
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	SUBJECT:  CONFIRMATION OF THE SALFORD CITY COUNCIL TREE PRESERVATION ORDER (NO.374) 2008
	OPERATIONAL MATTERS

	REPORT OF: SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION DIRECTORATE.
	FOR DECISION


1.
Purpose of Report:


To confirm the Salford City Council Tree Preservation Order (TPO) (No.374) 2008, at 5 Rutland Road, Eccles.

2. Recommendations

It has been considered that the TPO be confirmed.

3. Routing:

To the Planning and Transport Regulatory Panel for confirmation.

4. Implications:

4.1 Resources (Finance/Staffing)

No implications

4.2 Performance Review



No implications
4.3 Environmental


Maintenance and tree cover in the City
4.4 Equal Opportunities



No implications
4.5 Community Strategy



No implications

5. Background:

The Salford City Council Tree Preservation Order (TPO) (No.374) 2008 was provisionally made effective by the Local Authority on the 11th April 2008. A prior notification for consent for works to trees in a Conservation Area was submitted on the 3rd March 2008 Ref:(08/56185/TREECA) it proposed to fell one sycamore (T1). This proposal was considered excessive and prompted the assessment and protection of the tree. The mature sycamore tree (T1) is highly visible from Rutland Road, shows signs good health and structural condition. It contributes immensely to the Ellesmere Park Conservation Area and the local street scene. 
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6. Details:

The sycamore tree (T1) is located at the end of the driveway and adjacent to number 7 Rutland Road. The property is a detached dwelling located on a quiet residential area, within the Ellesmere Park Conservation Area. The property has a sizeable plot of land, as do the adjoining residential properties.  The gardens of the properties along Rutland Road and the surrounding area include a large number of mature trees. Four trees within No.5 Rutland Road are protected by Tree Preservation Order (TPO) (No.13) 1974, as are many of the trees along the front boundaries of Rutland Road.  TPO (No.13) protects hundreds of trees of different species within the surrounding area. A Tree Evaluation Methodology for Preservation Orders, (TEMPO) assessment of the sycamore tree (T1) was carried out by the Consultant Arboricultural Officer. The score revealed that the sycamore tree (T1) merited the protection given by a TPO. The protection of the tree will enable the Local Authority to retain the tree and monitor its future management. Thus preserving the public amenity, environment and the general treescape within the area.
One letter of objection has been received in relation to this TPO, from the owners of 5 Rutland Road, Eccles where the tree is located. Summarised below are the issues raised:

1. The sycamore stands 80ft from the road it is only visible to myself and next door.

2. The sycamore over shadows the dwelling house and front lawn. Has been the cause of the 90% moss making it difficult to grow any floriferous plants.

3. The tree sheds dead branches, some of which have damaged my vehicle.

4. The sycamore in my and my neighbour’s opinion does not provide considerable local amenity.

5. The sycamore roots have damaged my drive.

6. There are hundreds of trees within Ellesmere Park, would removing this one make a huge difference.

7. Recently further along Rutland Road a number of grand old horse chestnuts trees were severely lopped, which did provide considerable local amenity.
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Below is a response to the issues raised:  

1. The sycamore tree (T1) is situated approximately 80ft / 24m from the highway. However the tree is highly visible from various properties on Rutland Road and the photographs taken demonstrate this. The photograph above shows the tree and the extent of its canopy area. The tree contributes to the amenity of the area, the local tree scene and the conservation area.

2. This sycamore tree (T1) is located between the two properties No.5 and No.7 at the end of the tarmac driveway.  The tree is on the western side of the house, with the crown extent close to the western gable wall, which contains smaller, secondary window openings.  The tree will create an amount of shading to the front of the property. The shading is also increased by the shade created by the house itself. The number of other mature trees to the front of the property is also a contributory factor. The moss in the lawn can be contributed to the damp conditions created by the overhanging tree canopies.

3. A tree is a self-optimising structure, so as the canopy develops subordinate branches within the interior of the crown naturally die off as they fail to efficiently photosynthesise.  The removal of deadwood is an exemption under the TPO regulations, so does not require the consent of the Local Authority.

4. A structured assessment of the tree was carried out which took into          consideration the condition, retention span, public visibility and other factors, which revealed that a TPO is justifiable. This assessment is shown below. 

5. The driveway is a ‘light’ structure, which will move with changes in the soil structure.  As the tree increases in size the root system will expand to support and supply the tree.  This growth creates movement in the soil and can cause an amount of damage to light surfaces and structures on the soil. However the level of surface damage is not considered excessive, and does not warrant the removal of the tree.

6. This part of Ellesmere Park has been designated a Conservation Area in order to preserve or enhance the areas character or appearance.  It is felt that the trees in this area contribute to its special character; therefore retention of worthy specimens enhances this character.

7. It is considered the works that have been carried out to the Horse Chestnut trees further along the road. Were carried out as part of a management program. Designed to retain the trees for a longer period of time than would normally be acceptable in their current location.

An evaluation of this tree was carried out using the Tree Evaluation Methodology For Preservation Orders (TEMPO) and is designed to address the considerations of TPO suitability. The TEMPO system considers the relevant factors in the TPO decision making process. The areas of evaluation are listed below, along with a justification for each section:

Part 1: Amenity Assessment

1a.) Condition and suitability for TPO – Range 0 – 5 (unsuitable – highly suitable). This tree scored a 5, which is considered highly suitable for a TPO.

Reasoning: The condition and suitability of the sycamore tree (T1) has been considered and it has been concluded that it is in good health.  It is recognised that tree is within an urban environment and therefore its long life will be reduced.  The tree is currently in a satisfactory condition, but it is accepted that future intervention is likely in order to abate nuisances and prevent safety issues.  It is considered that the tree can be retained in a safe condition for a reasonable number of years without excessive expenditure.

1b.) Retention span (in years) and suitability for TPO – Range 0 – 5

(Unsuitable – highly suitable). This tree scored a 2, which is considered Suitable.
Reasoning: It is recognised that sycamore trees have a life expectancy of up to 300 years. It is estimated that this sycamore tree is between 25 and 75 years old.  Given the tree’s current situation and in its current condition, it is expected that this tree is capable of surviving in a reasonable condition for a further 40 years.

1c.) Relative public visibility and suitability for TPO – Range 1 – 5 

(Probably Unsuitable – Highly Suitable) This tree scored a 3, which is suitable.
Reasoning: The crown of this tree is between 15m and 20m in height, with the canopy starting to develop a classic open-grown, dominant shape.  The dimensions of this tree represent a ‘large-tree’, which is partially obscured, when viewed from Rutland Road, by the surrounding trees.  The surrounding neighbourhood is a residential area with a well-stocked mature treescape, and has been designated a Conservation Area.  The retention of this tree adds to the maturity and character of the area, and is considered to contribute to the appearance of the tree scene.

Subtotal No.1 = 10
In this next section the tree must have scored 7 or more points (with no zero score) to qualify. 

1d.) Other factors – Range 1 – 5 (trees with none of the above additional redeeming features - Principal components of arboricultural features or veteran trees). This tree scored a 1, as it has none of the other additional redeeming features.

Reasoning: This sycamore tree (T1) is regarded as a contributory factor in the group effect of the surrounding tree-scene.  This tree does not fulfill the requirement of an outstanding specimen, but it is deemed to add to the mature nature of the neighbourhood.

Subtotal No.2 = 11
Part 2: Expediency assessment  – Range 1 – 5 (Precautionary only – Immediate threat to the tree). This tree scored a 3, which means a foreseeable threat to the tree.

Reasoning: Prior notification Ref:08/56185/TREECA proposing to fell the sycamore tree (T1) prompted the assessment of the tree and it’s suitability for a TPO. The proposal to fell the sycamore tree (T1) is considered excessive. Insufficient evidence and no reasons were specified to justify the felling of the tree. 

Part 3: Decision Guide – Range 0 – 15 + (Do not apply TPO – Definitely merits a TPO) this tree scored a total score of 14, which means a TPO is justifiable.

7.
Appraisal Summary
The sycamore tree (T1) is a large mature tree situated in a predominantly residential area. It contributes to the mature nature of the neighbourhood and adds to the group value of the surrounding protected trees. The sycamore tree (T1) justifies the protection from a TPO and it is considered expedient to confirm this TPO. To retain the amenity it provides to the local area, the tree scene, the local wildlife and the Ellesmere Park Conservation Area.













Sycamore tree (T1) Taken from the entrance driveway of No 5 Rutland Road. Shows the extent of the crown








