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1.0. PURPOSE OF REPORT.
To inform the Regulatory Panel of the introduction of the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions (TSRGD) 2002 which came into force on 31st January 2003.

2.0       BACKGROUND.

2.1

The Secretary of State laid before Parliament the TSRGD 2002, which revokes TSRGD 1994 and subsequent amendments and replaces them with updated, revised and consolidated TSRGD. The TSRGD 2002 prescribe the designs and conditions of use for traffic signs to be lawfully placed on or near roads in England, Scotland and Wales and includes many new signs and additional variants that have previously required special authorisation from the Secretary of State. 

3.0 DETAILS
3.1
Details of the revisions included in the TSRGD 2002 are specified in a lengthy document and can be obtained on request. However the changes that may lead to enquiries from members of the public can be summarised as follows:-

· “At any time” plates are no longer required with double yellow lines if the prohibition of waiting applies at any time throughout the year. The Secretary of State has not set a time limit for the removal of existing signs but is expected that traffic authorities will be able to programme this into normal maintenance within 4 years.

· A relaxation of illumination requirements for some warning and informatory signs on single carriageway non-principal roads with low speed limits.

· Provision for the posts for traffic signs to be any single colour, rather than restricted to black or grey. This direction applies only to posts that are provided specifically for the purpose of mounting traffic signs, and means that these can now be co-ordinated with other street furniture. The direction also allows posts provided for traffic signals to be grey, black, brown, dark blue or dark green.

· A new regulation specifies and standardises the significance of bus stop clearway markings so that they can be used to convey the prohibition without any requirement for a Traffic Regulation Order. A separate Statutory Intstrument will amend section 76 of the Road Traffic Act 1991 to include stopping on a bus stop clearway among the decriminalised offences that local authorities can enforce without a Traffic Regulation Order if they are also operating decriminalised parking enforcement.
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