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ITEM NO

SUBJECT:
LEIGH – SALFORD – MANCHESTER GUIDED BUSWAY TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS
POLICY

REPORT OF:
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
FOR DECISION

1.0. PURPOSE OF REPORT.
1.1. To inform the Regulatory Panel of the Public Inquiry into The Leigh Salford Manchester Guided Busway Transport and Works Act application and to seek authorisation of the publication of Salford's intention to introduce the necessary Traffic Regulation Orders along the A580.

2.0. RECOMMENDATIONS.
2.1. That Regulatory Panel authorise advertising our intention to introduce the necessary Traffic Regulation Orders so that objections can be invited and duly considered.

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES

PLEASE CONTACT

MR. S. LEE

0161 793 3800
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

Consultation documents prepared by GMPTE

GMPTE report to GMPTA of 6th August, 1999.

Address by Mr A Dunning and GMPTE to Members on 15th September, 1999.

Report to Planning and Development Services Committee of 14th October, 1999.

Report to Cabinet 25th January 2000.

Report to Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel 3rd February 2000.

Report to Development Services Lead Member 31st July 2000.

Report to Cabinet 22nd August 2000.

Report to Development Services Lead Member Transportation Briefing 19th March 2001.

Report to Development Services Lead Member Transportation Briefing 14th May 2001.

Report to Development Services Lead Member 7th January 2002.

All minutes of the above.

Minutes of Worsley / Walkden Community Committee 22nd July 1998 and 25th May 1999.

QUALITY CONTROL
Report prepared by
:
S. LEE

Reviewed by

:
M. SYKES

Development Services Directorate, Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, M27 5BW

3.0. BACKGROUND.
3.1. On 22nd August 2000 a report was submitted to the Cabinet outlining proposals by the Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive (GMPTE) to introduce a Guided Busway between Leigh and Ellenbrook.  As part of these proposals it was also noted that in order to be complete, the scheme would need to be supported by the introduction of new bus priority lanes along the A580 between Newearth Road and Irlam o’ Heights.  At that meeting Cabinet resolved to support the scheme.  It should be noted however that the Worsley Boothstown Community Committee still have outstanding objections to the proposals which are unlikely to be resolved.

3.2. The proposed scheme is divided into three sections:

a.
The Guided Section - This is approximately 7 km long and runs from Leigh through to Ellenbrook along the path of a disused railway line.  The powers to enable the scheme to be built can only be awarded through a Transport and Works Act Application and this was  submitted earlier in the year.

b.
The second element runs along the A580 trunk road section (Newearth Road to the M60 bridge) and will require new carriageway to be built alongside the existing highway, within the highway boundary.  The new carriageway will be protected by a Traffic Regulation Order which will restrict access to buses and certain other modes of sustainable transport.

c.
The A580 non-trunked section (M60 bridge to Irlam o’ Heights) which will be created by the introduction of the Traffic Regulation Orders proposed today.  This element of the scheme will comprise, in the main, of the inner lane of both the inbound and outbound carriageways being converted into bus lanes.  As the scheme passes through Irlam o’ Heights it will link in to the existing bus lanes on the A6.

4.0. REPORT.

4.1. On 31st January GMPTE formally applied to the Secretary of State for the Transport and Works Act which will enable them to build the guided section.  As part of this process objections have now being sought and the scheme will be the subject of a public inquiry which starts on September 10th.

4.2. In tandem with this, GMPTE have also submitted a planning application to Salford so that the additional carriageway can be built along the trunked section of the A580, and have asked the Highways Agency to introduce the required Traffic Regulation Orders.  GMPTE would now also like Salford to consider making their Traffic Regulation Orders on the non-trunked section.

4.3. The Orders required consist of changing the inside lane of the A580 to Buses Only with limited exemptions for certain classes of vehicle eg Taxis etc.  Previous concerns have centered around a loss of capacity at the main side junctions and correspondingly longer journey times.  Members should note however that the model used shows that journey times for non-priority traffic will remain the same.  This will be achieved in the following ways:

· The bus lanes will end approximately 100m before the stop lines at the signals.  This should ensure that current levels of capacity at the junctions are maintained for through traffic.

· Obviously, if the inside lane is closed to private cars, their ability to queue is removed.  Consequently, these cars will queue elsewhere and queue lengths will increase correspondingly.  In order to control this, the junctions of Moorside Road and Lancaster Road will be used as "gates" and the ability of traffic to pass through them will be controlled so that none of the side roads should get blocked further downstream.  Consequently, traffic on the side roads trying to access the A580 should be unaffected.

· The signals will be timed in such a way as to ensure that the side road traffic is not disadvantaged by longer queues.

4.4. It can be seen from the above that the pivotal points on the route is Moorside Road going into Salford and Lancaster Road going out.  Consequently, it is anticipated that at peak hour traffic will take longer to get to these junctions but journey times will improve beyond them.

4.5. Members should note that concerns have also been raised about the re-routing of traffic due to the congestion that it is believed will accrue from the scheme.  However, the model shows that journey times will remain "balanced" and it should also be noted that in order for re-routing to become worthwhile quicker journey times would need to be found on alternative routes which is unlikely.  Some re-routing however, should be expected, whilst drivers familiarise themselves with the scheme but for the reasons outlined above, this is unlikely to last for long.

4.6. Finally, Members should also be aware that the Government white paper "New Deal For Transport Better for Everyone" predicted that at current levels, traffic growth will be approximately one third over the next twenty years.  The document recognised that buses could play a major part in reducing this growth and this ethos was picked up in the Greater Manchester Local Transport Plan.  Consequently, the Guided Busway is supported by both national and local transport policy.

4.7. Members are therefore requested to advertise their intention to make the following Orders:

The introduction of a twenty four hour, seven days a week bus lane order on the A580 between the following points:

Eastbound

From a point 100 metres east of the upstream end of the M60 splitter island to a point 132 metres east of the centreline of Lancaster Road (as defined by the carriageway markings (diag 1049)).

Westbound

From a point 60 metres west of the start of the westbound sliproad of the A580 / A6 / A666 roundabout to a point 185 metres east of the centreline of Moorside Road (south) (as defined by the carriageway markings (diag 1049)).

MALCOLM SYKES

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
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