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1.
Purpose of Report / Summary:


To confirm the City of Salford Tree Preservation Order No 261 (2002), land to the rear of 153 The Green, Worsley.

2. Recommendations

That the preservation order be confirmed.

3. Routing:

To the Planning and Transport Regulatory Panel for confirmation.

4. Implications:

4.1 Resources (Finance/Staffing)

No implications

4.2 Performance Review


No implications
4.3 Environmental


Maintenance and tree cover in the City
4.4 Equal Opportunities


No implications
4.5 Community Strategy


No implications

5. Background:

The site is situated to the rear of properties on The Green, Worsley.  The site is situated within the Worsley Village Conservation Area.  A prior notification for the crown reduction of the trees by 15ft was received on the 22nd May 2002.  The City’s Arboriculturalist inspected the trees and was of the opinion that the proposal would cause significant damage to the trees.  Therefore the trees were provisionally protected.
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6. Details:

The City of Salford Tree Preservation Order No. 261 (2002) provisionally protects a group of trees to the rear of 153 The Green.  The group comprises of six mature silver birch trees, they are approx. 15m in height with a high site amenity value and a high visual impact.  The trees provide a backdrop to the properties on the The Green and can be seen for quite some distance above the houses.

I have received two letters of objection the first is from the owner of the trees, the second is from the neighbouring occupier who has applied to have the trees crown reduced.


The first letter supports the neighbour’s application to have the trees crown reduced.

The second letter raises several point of objection:

· The rear of the property is deprived of natural daylight, requiring the use of artificial light in the kitchen and lounge.

· The rear garden and rear property is deprived of natural daylight, resulting in the growth of lichen and moss

· The trees are potentially unstable due to elongated trunks and could be a potential danger in high winds to both persons and property.

· The trees are situated very close to telephone lines that are often disconnected in strong winds.

The first two points relate to the loss of natural and direct sunlight to the rear of the property and the rear garden.  I agree that the height of the trees result in a significant loss of light to the rear garden and rear property of No.153 The Green.  Unfortunately for the loss of light to be alleviated the trees would have to be considerably crown reduced, which would result in the probable future decay and death of the trees.  As mentioned the trees due have a very high visual impact in the amenity of the area and the removal of these trees would be quite significant to the Conservation Area.

The third point relates to the stability of the trees, the City’s Arboriculturalist has inspected the trees and is of the opinion that at the time of inspection the trees were stable and healthy.  The trees do have elongated trunks due to the trunks being pruned in the past, this pruning does not however make them unstable.  All trees should be checked on a regular basis by a tree surgeon to ensure that the tree does not become unstable and to ensure that the tree had no deadwood in it.

The trees are very close to the telephone lines, if the line continues to be disconnected then an alternative route for the line may need to be found.

I recommend that the Tree Preservation Order No. 261 be confirmed.  I have advised the occupier who is affected by the trees that she can  re-submit an application.   If the application were to be unsuccessful then there is an appeal procedure to follow.



















