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ITEM NO.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

To the: Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel

On:
Thursday, 17 April, 2003

TITLE: Officer Delegation in respect of Planning Applications

RECOMMENDATIONS:
That the report be noted

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
The purpose of the report is to consider amendments to the Scheme of Delegation in respect of planning and related applications

The Government has set a Best Value Performance Indicator with a target that 90% of planning applications should be determined by officers. Currently about 71% of planning applications are determined by officers.

The report explains the current limits in respect of officer delegation and outlines the increases, at Salford, from 28% in 1997/1998 to 71% in 2002/2003. The performance of other Greater Manchester Authorities is set which shows that of the 10 authorities, seven are achieving 85% or better; Manchester, Trafford and Stockport have accomplished or exceeded the Best Value target of 90%.

Proposed changes to the Scheme are identified and consultation has been carried out. All members of the Council have been individually consulted, as have all community committees and Environmental Scrutiny Committee.

Issues arising from the consultation exercise are outlined which include the importance of maintaining transparency and probity, ensuring there is effective consultation with members, community committees and local people and the reassurance that any officer decision-making will be in accordance with planning policy, otherwise the planning application will be referred to the Regulatory Panel for determination. The Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee felt there should be less rather than more officer decision-making.

The purpose of the proposed increase in officer delegation is to achieve the Governments Best Value Performance Indicator. Nevertheless, it is critical that high standards of transparency and probity are maintained, the high quality of decision-making is maintained and communication with members and local people is effective.

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:
Planning Application Statistics

Responses to the consultation exercise

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Low

THE SOURCE OF FUNDING IS:
Not applicable

LEGAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Yes

FINANCIAL ADVICE OBTAINED:
Not applicable

CONTACT OFFICER:
Dave Jolley 0161 793 3631

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:
ALL WARDS

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:
Best Value; Modernising Local Government; Performance Management; 

DETAILS:

