REGENERATION INITIATIVES CABINET WORKING GROUP
6th December, 2004

Meeting commenced:
10.00 a.m.
"
ended:
11.05 a.m.
PRESENT:
Councillor Merry - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Connor, Lancaster and Mann

J. Willis - Chief Executive

M. Sykes - Strategic Director of Housing and Planning

R. Fairhurst - Head of Regeneration

B. Osborne - Head of Housing

C. Findley - Assistant Director

D. Evans - Assistant Director

J. Edmonds - Assistant Director

R. Wynne - Assistant Director

K. Scarlett - Assistant Director

C. Inchbold – Assistant Director

B. Whitmarsh - Major Projects Co-ordinator

P.D. Templeton - Committee Services Manager

5.
MINUTES


AGREED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 11th October, 2004, be approved as a correct record.

6.
PRIMARY SCHOOL REVIEW
Councillor Mann, Lead Member for Education Services, reported on issues relating to the Primary School Review, including -


(a)
perceptions with regard to regeneration;


(b)
difficulty in making progress in respect of the Seedley/Langworthy and Lower Kersal/Charlestown area, which would require at least one new school with open sports/grassed area provision;


(c)
reference to the review continuing for at least 15 years;


(d)

the forthcoming completion of the first PFI for special schools;


(e)
investment in “building schools for the future”;


(f)
the extended use of new school buildings; and


(g)
reference to new schools being designed in a way that made them easily adapted for an increase or decrease in pupil numbers;


(h)
the issue of the location of schools.


Reference was made to (i) the need for a constructive dialogue in relation to regeneration, housing and education, (ii) the need for the new planning system to have regard to education provision, and (iii) school’s being accessible for public transport.


Councillor Merry commented on the need for education provision to be incorporated in strategic planning at an early stage, and a draft protocol in respect of this matter.

 
AGREED:
THAT the issues referred to above be addressed at officer level.

7.
LAND SOUTH OF CHAPEL STREET/CATHEDRAL AREA

Councillor Antrobus submitted a report on the Chapel Street Regeneration Strategy in respect of land to the south of Chapel Street, Salford, and the Cathedral Church of St. John the Evangelist.


Councillor Antrobus also drew attention to a planning application having been received for the Chapel Street frontage that included proposals for  “Ye Olde Nelson” public house.


AGREED:
THAT the report be noted.

8.
FLOOD RISK IN SALFORD

The Strategic Director of Housing and Planning submitted a report on flood risk in Salford.


Discussion took place on the “1 in 100” standard and mitigation measures in relation to flood plain development.


AGREED:
(1) THAT it be noted that urgent action to implement the second flood basin (or other measures to achieve at least 1 in 100 year sop) is now required to bring the flood protection within the area to the highest level and ensure continued regeneration of this part of Central Salford.




(2) THAT a firm commitment to implement the remaining flood alleviation works in the Lower Irwell Valley, required to meet PPG25 standards, be secured from DEFRA and the Environment Agency.




(3) THAT a firm timetable to implement the further flood alleviation measures be agreed, with works to commence, as soon as possible, after completion of the phase 1 works in December, 2004.




(4) THAT David Evans inform members of this group of the current position regarding (3) above.

9.
SWINTON TOWN CENTRE DEVELOPMENT

The Strategic Director of Housing and Planning submitted a report on progress in respect of the Swinton town centre masterplan, containing likely development costs and timescales relating thereto.


During the discussion of the report, reference was made to issues concerning the Beech Farm housing estate, and the St. Ambrose Barlow R.C. and Swinton High Schools.


AGREED:
(1) THAT progress on the development of a masterplan, financial statement and programme be noted.




(2) THAT approval be given to the broad principles established within the report subject to ongoing consultations with interested parties.




(3) THAT officers continue to work closely with interested parties on developing the following, subject to reporting back on details and funding: -

(a)  
Acquisition of the existing police station site on Stanwell Road.

(b)  
Securing the development of new office space for the Joint Venture Partnership on the existing police station site, subject to other options within the City having been excluded.

(c) 
Securing the development of the magistrates’ courts.

(d) 
Transferring court assets, including the implications for Bexley Square.

(e) 
Identifying a suitable alternative development on the site of the Job Centre following closure.

(f)
Identifying any appropriate development opportunities within the town centre that might generate funding.

(g) 
Securing the development of a multi-storey car park on the site of the clinic/ Elmstead House.

(h) 
Introducing parking charges for users of town centre car parks in council ownership.

(i)
 Negotiating with local landowners, such as B&Q and Morrisons to secure temporary car parking during the construction of the courts.

(j)
 A green travel plan and improved public transport facilities, including trying to secure additional funding from the GMPTE towards town centre improvements.

(k) 
An improved public realm, including improved open space, a civic campus, civic corridor, CCTV and lighting.

10.
REMAINING ITEMS

AGREED:
THAT the remaining items on the agenda, as indicated below, be considered at the next meeting:-


Item No.

6.

NHS LIFT - Progress Report.


7.

Regeneration Programmes and Projects.


8.

Home Improvements Policy and Review.


9.

Housing Market Renewal.
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