



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE LEAD MEMBER FOR PLANNING

______________________________________________________________

i) TO REGENERATION INITIATIVES CABINET WORKING GROUP ON 19 FEBRUARY 2007

ii) TO CLAREMONT AND WEASTE POLITICAL EXECUTIVE ON 20 FEBRUARY 2007 (for information)

______________________________________________________________

TITLE: CLAREMONT AND WEASTE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

That Members note this report, and confirm the Terms of Reference which must guide the production of the Neighbourhood Plan.
______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

At the last Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Group meeting on 22 January 2007, the group raised significant concerns relating to the purpose and scope of the Neighbourhood Plan and questioned the extent of its role in influencing its preparation. The purpose of the report is confirm the basis on which the Neighbourhood Plan can move forward. 

______________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS:

· Claremont and Weaste Neighbourhood Plan Project Brief

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK: Medium.

______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING: N/A

______________________________________________________________

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: Not sought.

______________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: Not sought.


COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: N/A


VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: N/A


CLIENT OFFICER: N/A

PROPERTY: N/A

______________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: N/A


CONTACT OFFICERS: 
 Gareth Clegg, ext 3784


David Evans, ext 3641


  Cath Inchbold, ext 3796

______________________________________________________________

WARD(S) TO WHICH REPORT RELATE(S): Claremont, and Weaste and Seedley

______________________________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES: N/A

______________________________________________________________

DETAILS:

1
Introduction



1.1


The approach to preparing the Neighbourhood Plan and its steering arrangements was endorsed via Cabinet Working Group on 21 August 2006, and is set out in the Neighbourhood Plan Project Brief. The Project Brief outlines the purpose, scope and process for preparing the Neighbourhood Plan, and sets out the Terms of Reference for both the Officer Group and Advisory Group.



1.2
The Advisory Group endorsed its Terms of Reference at its first meeting on 7 November 2006.   At its second meeting the Group considered and commented in detail on the draft Baseline Issues Report, and these comments were fed back to the Officer Group, which fully embraced these comments in the final Baseline Report.  However, at the third meeting of the Advisory Group, fundamental issues were raised about the scope of the Terms of Reference.  Several meetings have been held between Officers and the Chair of the Advisory Group, but it has not been possible to reconcile the differences of approach.



1.3
In light of the concerns raised by the Advisory Group, officers sought my political guidance on whether it would be appropriate to review the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan and the role of the Advisory Group in its preparation. 

 

2
Agreed approach to preparing the Neighbourhood Plan









2.1
The Neighbourhood Plan Project Brief confirms that:

· the plan will be a corporate document, to be endorsed via the stages of Lead Member, Cabinet and Council as appropriate;

· the plan will sit within the context of existing Council policy and programmes;

· a formal approach will be adopted to the preparation of the plan, to support the weight that it can be given in planning terms, and its influence in informing resource alignment within the Council and amongst partners;

· the plan will be a focused spatial document with the guiding purpose of co-ordinating and adding value;

· the plan will be streamlined in identifying priorities and areas of focus. The priorities will be spatially focused, specific and deliverable;

· the plan will not simply represent a community wish-list. It must avoid raising expectations where there is no prospect of delivery; and

· the Officer Group will guide the production of the plan and recommend it for political approval at key stages.

 

2.2
The agreed role for the Advisory Group is set out in the Terms of Reference as part of the Project Brief. This sets out that the purpose of the Advisory Group is to:

a) act as an advisory group to inform the production of the Neighbourhood Plan, particularly in terms of securing effective community engagement;

b) act as a sounding board for ideas and draft documents prior to wider consultation being undertaken with the community;

c) guide the identification of key areas of focus for the Neighbourhood Plan;

d) ensure the work of the Officer Group reflects the concerns of the local community; and

e) consider reports from the Officer Group.



2.3
To support the production of the Neighbourhood Plan it will be important that members of the Advisory Group contribute in a positive and constructive way within the scope of the group’s role. 



3
Basis for moving forward



3.1
Revising the Neighbourhood Plan approach to respond to the issues identified by the Advisory Group would represent a fundamental change to the process for preparing the plan, and the remit of the group in its preparation.



3.2
I remain of the opinion that, for the Claremont and Weaste Neighbourhood Plan to have value, it needs to sit within the context of existing council policy and programmes:

· for the document to have weight in planning terms it would need to sit within the context of the adopted Unitary Development Plan and local development documents; and

· for the plan to be used as a basis to inform decision making of the Council and partners it would need to sit within the context of Council policy and programmes.  



3.3
It would not be possible to deliver a plan of the scope which the Advisory Group seek within existing staffing and financial resources. For the production of spatial planning documents, the council is committed to the production of those statutory planning documents identified within the Local Development Scheme and these are the priority for directing resources.



3.4
I recognise that the agreed brief for the Neighbourhood Plan falls short of the aspirational, community led bottom-up approach sought by some members of the Advisory Group.  However, I am satisfied that the Plan will be a valuable document that will help guide future development of the area and potentially act as a template for similar plans in other areas.



3.5
On this basis, I recommend that the Neighbourhood Plan should be progressed as per the agreed Project Brief and Terms of Reference. 



4
Proposed Advisory Group Workshop 



4.1
It is noted that the Advisory Group have requested support in the organisation of a workshop event to undertake a structural analysis of the urban environment within the Claremont and Weaste area. The workshop appears to go beyond the remit of the group and may raise issues that go beyond the scope of what the Neighbourhood Plan can deliver.    



4.2
However in the event that the Advisory Group wish to continue with the workshop as proposed, officers will be able to supply maps and materials for this event as requested. As the scope of the workshop event lies outside the remit identified in the Project Brief, the Council is not in a position to provide further support to the workshop or provide officers to service the meeting.



5
Conclusion



5.1
The purpose of this report is to set out the basis on which the Neighbourhood Plan can move forward.



5.2
I recommend that the Neighbourhood Plan should be progressed as per the agreed Project Brief and Terms of Reference. 



Councillor Derek Antrobus

Lead Member for Planning

ITEM NO. 5








