Joint Report of the Director of Development Services

and Director of Environmental Services

Subject: Turnpike House Salt Store Replacement.

1.0
Background:
1.1
Committee approval was obtained in January 2000 to progress the provision of a “salt dome” storage facility 
on a Council owned site opposite Turnpike Depot.  The facility was to replace the existing store at Turnpike 
Depot required to accommodate Social Services Transport Depot as a result of the Eccles Town Centre 
Redevelopment.

1.2
At the time an enclosed “salt dome” storage facility was the preferred option of the Director of Environmental 
Services.  Similar facilities at Stockport MBC had been inspected by officers of Environmental Services.

2.0
Details:
2.1
Following further detailed work it is clear that there are problems with pursuing the salt dome  option in that 
it will not be able to provide all the benefits as originally envisaged.

2.2
As a result of this further detailed discussions have taken place between Environmental Services and 
Development Services to assess the options available in order to move forward.

 2.3
A number of options have been investigated including the provision of both an open store and  an enclosed 
salt barn on the compound land.  However, the preferred option is the adaptation of the existing large storage
shed within the boundaries of the Turnpike complex.  This course of action being approved by Lead 
Members for Planning &Development and for Corporate Services on 17th July 2000 subject to further detail. 

2.4
The large storage shed is in a poor condition and as a result its use has been extremely limited.   Conversion 
to a salt storage facility will bring part of the shed back into a beneficial use, release additional land for depot 
use and address a potentially costly future maintenance liability.  

2.5
The proposal is as follows:-

i) 
reduce the building from 12 to 5 bays from its easterly end and strengthen the remaining structure. 

ii) 
re-roof and re-clad the remaining structure.            

iii) 
provide an internal concrete bund retaining wall to a height of 2.0 metres.

iv)
replace lighting within the store and externally.

v)
provide a new tyre compound and bin store.

vi)
to resite existing dog kennels (excludes cost of replacement kennels).

2.6
The store will accommodate a maximum of 500 tonnes of salt plus space for gritting vehicles.  The City 
Councils average annual requirement is between 1200 and 1800  tonnes.  Its is proposed that an agreement 
will be entered into with our suppliers Salt Union to ensure a minimum stock level of 400 tonnes is 
maintained at all times. 

3.0
Financial Implications:
3.1
The budget within the Eccles Town Centre programme for the relocation of King Street Depot totals 
£320,000 of which £170,000 was earmarked for the messblock and layout alterations and £150,000 for the 
provision of a replacement salt store.

3.2
The total cost for the messblock and layout alterations is £175,000 leaving a budget of £145,000.

3.3
Cost estimates indicate that the adaptation of the large storage shed will cost in the region of £145,000 and 
should therefore be fully funded from the current budget allocation.  Other items of work, identified as 
desirable for general improvement of Tunpike Depot, for example the relocation of the fuel island,  cannot 
be achieved as part of this project. 
3.4
The adaptation of the shed offers considerable cost savings over the originally proposed Salt Dome option 
which would have required an additional £105,000 to be funded from an operational lease and the enclosed 
salt barn option would have cost £320,000.
4.0
Timescales
4.1
In order to have a facility operational for the forthcoming winters salt delivery it is proposed that the City 
Council appoint T.Partington & Sons (Builders) Ltd to undertake the works.

4.2
The contractor is already on site undertaking the messblock and layout alteration works and would be able 
to undertake this work as an extension to their present contract with consequent time savings for the 
proposed new salt store.  

4.3
The price for the works will be negotiated based on tender rates for the messblock contract and an agreed 
percentage addition to specialist sub-contractors prices.

4.4
This will require a departure from Standing Orders 

4.5
If a departure is acceptable the timescale for the works is anticipated as follows:-

Planning Permission:

End of August 2000
Confirmation of Price

Early September

Works Commence:

September 2000. (10 week contract period)
Completion:


Mid November 2000 -December 2000
5.0
Recommendation:
5.1
It is recommended that approval be given to :-

i) 
the adaptation of the large storage shed for use as a salt store at an estimated cost of £145,000.

ii) 
seeking a negotiated tender from T.Partington & Sons (Builders) Ltd on the basis described, 

requiring that Standing Orders  43,51 and 52 be waived.

iii)
appointment of the contractor by the Director of Development Services in conjunction with Lead 

Member following agreement on the price for the works provided it is within budget..

