STANDARDS  COMMITTEE
1st March, 2010


Meeting commenced:
2.00 p.m.
"
adjourned:
3.10 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillors Karen Garrido, Gray, Heywood, J. Murphy, Owen,     
Pennington and Potter



John Place

) 



Anne Roberts
) Independent Members



Dennis Tighe 
)

36.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
THAT Dennis Tighe be appointed as Chairman of the Standards Committee, subject to ratification by full Council.


37.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
THAT Anne Roberts be appointed as Deputy Chairman of the Standards Committee, subject to ratification by full Council

38.
MR. LES BOTTOMLEY

The Monitoring Officer reported the recent resignation of the former Chairman of the Standards Committee Mr. Les Bottomley.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Monitoring Officer write formally to Mr. Bottomley thanking him for all his work on Standards over a number of years and sending best wishes for the future on behalf of the Committee.

39.
MR. ANTHONY RICH, MONITORING OFFICER

The Chair advised the Committee that the Monitoring Officer would be leaving the Authority at the end of March 2010 and Members expressed their thanks for his efforts in assisting the Committee and wished him well in his future career.

40.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Burgoyne.

41.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of interest were made.

42.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 7th December, 2010, were approved as a correct record subject to Councillor Pennington's apologies being added.

43.
APPOINTMENT OF NEW INDEPENDENT MEMBERS

RESOLVED: (1) THAT Mr. Robert Ashworth and The Right Reverend Peter Lowe be recommended to full Council for appointment as new Independent Members of the Standards Committee subject to confirmation of the issue raised by Councillor Garrido.




(2) THAT Derek Hall and Elizabeth Judge be placed on the reserve list for recommendation to Council for appointment as Independent Members of the Committee should any vacancies arise before the end of the 2010/11 municipal year.

44.
TERM OF OFFICE/SUCCESSION PLANNING

The monitoring officer reported on guidance which had only recently been produced regarding the term of office for Independent Members and it was agreed that this be considered as an item on the agenda for the next meeting of the committee.

45.
UPDATE REPORT OF THE MONITORING OFFICER

The monitoring officer submitted a report updating members on wider developments in the Standards field and on casework.    The report covered the following issues -

· membership of the Committee

· retirement of Monitoring Officer

· results of recruitment exercise for independent members of the Standards Committee

· future membership of the committee and succession planning

· Standards for England matters

· noteworthy standards cases

· matters arising out of the presentation by Linda Fisher including support for members who have had a complaint made against them, feedback from subjects of the complaints process, training and support for members, joint working and resources for the future and joint working and resources for the future to full Council


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT  the report be noted.




(2) THAT a training plan be organised and developed to meet the 
needs of Members including dealing with the media and other wider areas.




(3) THAT the Monitoring Officer writes to all members of the Council 
reminding them of the code of conduct and responsibilities at the request of this 
Committee.




(4) THAT the issues in respect of joint working as detailed in the report 


be considered at the next meeting of the Standards Committee. 

46.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

A copy of the Annual Report of the Standards Committee which was presented to 
and considered by a meeting of the Salford City Council in January, 2010 was noted.

47.
STANDARDS ANNUAL RETURN 2010

Details of the annual return document for 2010 and guidance notes were circulated.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Monitoring Officer, in consultation with the Strategic Director 
of Customer and Support Services,  who would take over the role of Monitoring            
Officer in April 2010 prepare a response to the annual return and that any gaps              
identified in future requirements be identified and considered at the next meeting to       
assist in advising a future action plan.

48.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING


It was noted that the next ordinary meeting of the Standards Committee will be held 

on 7th June, 2010 at 2 p.m. at the Salford Civic Centre, Swinton.

49.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC
RESOLVED:
THAT, under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in the relevant paragraphs of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.


50.
VERBAL UPDATE OF THE MONITORING OFFICER'S STANDARDS CASES


The Monitoring Officer reported on the one case which was currently outstanding 
and indicated that Members needed to appoint an Initial Assessment Sub-Committee 
to convene following this meeting to consider that case.


RESOLVED:
THAT a Standards Initial Assessment Sub-Committee comprising Mr. 
Dennis Tighe, Mr. John Place and Councillors Karen Garrido, Heywood and 
Pennington be appointed to consider the case now reported.
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