STANDARDS  COMMITTEE
7th June, 2010


Meeting commenced:
2.00  p.m.
"
adjourned:
2.45 p.m.
PRESENT:
Mr. Dennis Tighe - in the Chair


Councillors Burgoyne, K. Garrido, Turner, Heywood, Murphy, and      
Pennington

Independent Member - Mrs. Anne Roberts and the Right Reverend Stephen Lowe

1.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Devine and Potter, Mr. Ashworth and Mr. Place.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no interests declared.

3.
WELCOME OF NEWLY APPOINTED MEMBERS

The Chair welcomed newly appointed members of the Committee having been approved by the City Council since the last meeting held on 1st March, 2010.

All members present briefly introduced themselves and explained which organisation they had been appointed. The new Independent members noted the guidance circulated by the Monitoring Officer which had been issued by Standards for England to assist them in their role as members of the Standards Committee.   


RESOLVED:
THAT membership of the Committee for 2010/11 be noted together with the guidance issued by Standards for England.
4.
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 2010/2011

ARRANGEMENTS FOR PANELS FOR THE STANDARD INITIAL ASSESSMENTS SUB-COMMITTEE



Members gave consideration to a report of the Monitoring Officer containing details of schedules of dates of meetings to be held during the period July 2010 July 2011 together with details relating to meetings of Standard Initial Assessment Sub-Committees should they be needed to consider matters relating to breaches of the Code of Conduct. 

 In considering this, Members commented and considered on the existing arrangements for the establishment of two to Initial Assessment Sub-Committees.   Offices presented options relating to other similar processes which occurred within the City Council where   small panels of members were selected.

RESOLVED THAT :(1) the Schedule of meetings as now submitted be approved and 


     adopted and 




(2) If an Initial Assessments Sub-Committee is required, the 



     Monitoring Officer establish a panel consisting of four 



     members, one of which is the Independent Chair and three 


     from the other members of the Committee 
5.
THE MEETING HELD ON THE 1ST MARCH, 2010 


RESOVED THAT the minutes of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on the 1st March, 2010, be approved as a correct record subject to minute 43 referring to the Right Reverend Stephen Lowe being appointed by the City Council as a new independent member of the Standards Committee.
6.
STANDARDS ANNUAL RETURN

RESOLVED:
THAT this be circulated to all members of the committee and considered at the next meeting.
7.
JOINT WORKING/ ACTION SHEET ISSUES 

Members of the committee expressed a desire to publicise the work of the Standards Committee through the publication of an article in the Life in Salford magazine.   Members indicated that it was important for the positive work of the Standards Committee and the key role should be brought to the attention of the citizens of Salford.  

The Monitoring Officer reported that this would be an opportunity to provide information contained in the annual report to be made available. 

The Chair requested that arrangements be made for the Chair and Independent Members of the Standards Committee to meet with the Leader of the Council.    

 Members gave consideration of the action sheet arising from the meeting held on the 1st March, giving further consideration to the development of a member's training plan for members of the Standards Committee.    

Specific reference was made to the potential for members of the Standards Committee to attend the Planning Regulatory Panel training in the near future to enable them to observe the process from a Standards perspective.


In consideration of this matter the Chair of the meeting briefed the Standards Committee on the work undertaken by local authorities within Greater Manchester and Lancashire in respect of to the monitoring and management of standards. He reported that a number of Standards Committees dealt mainly with breaches of the code of conduct; there were a few occurrences where specific other activities had been undertaken.  

 Members of the Standards Committee commented at this point in time it was essential for the Standards Committee to focus on its core business especially as proposed new Government arrangements relating to the new Standards for England were not yet clear and the implications to Local Authorities were not yet known.

RESOLVED:  THAT (1) arrangements be made for Independent Members to attend 

                  the Planning Regulatory panel Training Session




(2) arrangements be made for the publication of an article in 



     LIFE in Salford and for the Chair and Independent members 


     to meet the Leader of the Council 
8.
2010 ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF STANDARDS COMMITTEE

RESOLVED:
THAT the Chair and the Head of Legal Services be authorised to  attend the Assembly of the Standards Committee to be held on the 18th and 19th October, 2010, and a report on the outcome of the Assembly be submitted to a  future meeting of this Committee.

9.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the Right Reverend Stephen Lowe would not be in attendance at the meeting and a request was submitted that arrangements be made for the new Independent Members to provided with a copy of the Code of Conduct DVD.


RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting be held on Monday 6th September, 2010, commencing at 2.00 pm in a committee room at Salford Civic Centre 
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