New year, new clampdown on mini motos in Salford
A renewed crackdown on off-road bikes in Salford's nuisance hotspots starts this month.

Salford City Council and Greater Manchester Police will be launching targeted operations at parks and open spaces across the city with the focus on identifying offenders and seizing their bikes.

Peel Park in Little Hulton, Prince's Park in Irlam, the playing fields on Bolton Road and areas on Littleton Road are amongst the locations at the forefront of the campaign.

Part of the operation will involve putting up signs to act as an official police warning to riders that their bikes will be confiscated if they are caught riding them in an anti-social manner.

These signs, a joint initiative between the council, police and Greater Manchester Police Authority, were piloted this summer in Albert Park in Broughton and have proved a success with other authorities now looking to adopt them too.

Said Inspector Robert Findlow, East Salford Neighbourhood Inspector: "Curbing the use of mini motos in Albert Park has been a priority for us and their use does appear to have reduced significantly through both targeted operations and the new warning signs.

"We seized three bikes in a mini clampdown in November and the signs made our job a lot easier. They mean that instead of our officers having to warn the mini moto riders and then catch them a second time in order to seize their bikes, we can confiscate them straight away.

"We want to encourage local people to continue providing us with information to help target the riders as we do act on it."

As many complaints about the nuisance of off-road bikes stem from the noise they make, officers from Salford City Council's environment team will also have a role to play in the crackdown by issuing noise abatement notices where appropriate. These aim to effectively target those offenders who, for example, may then continue to cause a nuisance on other off road bikes after originally having one confiscated.

To supplement the operation, posters are being put up in bus shelters in hotspot areas and leaflets being delivered to households in the vicinity, giving advice and a number to report the use of off-road bikes.

This crackdown complements the work being done by Salford trading standards who are seizing dangerous bikes at source to help prevent people getting on them in the first place and risking injury to themselves and others.

£500,000 worth of mini motos were recently destroyed after they were found to be unsafe. The Salford trader who put them on sale is due in court later this month.

Said Cllr Lancaster, lead member for crime and disorder: "In Salford we're determined to keep up the momentum in our campaign against off-road bikes and continue with the promising progress we've already made.

"These bikes are a menace. Not only do they put the lives of the riders and the public at risk, both through the high speeds they reach and their often unsafe manufacture, but the noise they make and their overbearing presence causes misery for local people.

Added Cllr Lea, lead member for environment: "The best way to reduce the problem of nuisance mini motos is stop them reaching the streets in the first place. This is not only a responsibility for our trading standards teams but one for parents who should not be buying them for their children.

"In Salford we have a strong co-ordinated approach to tackling the misery of mini motos which involves many teams from across the council, the police and community groups. However, to enable us to target troublemakers most effectively we need the public to play their part and report where and when they see off-road bikes being used."

Anyone who wishes to report the use of mini motos can call 0845 605 2222.

Salford's latest crackdown on off-road bikes builds on the enforcement initiative driven by the government's Respect Taskforce.

The Respect agenda is about central government, local agencies, local communities and ultimately every individual working together to build a society in which we can respect one another- where anti-social behaviour is rare and tackled effectively, and communities can live in peace together. For more information visit www.respect.gov.uk.

