Cycle Forum

School Travel Plans

1.0 Introduction

1.1   The last fifteen years have seen an increase in the number of pupils arriving at school by car. This has lead to traffic congestion, air pollution and parking problems around schools and the local community.

1.2 Salford City Council is committed to working with schools to reverse this trend. All schools are being encouraged to develop a School Travel Plan setting out initiatives to encourage more walking, cycling car sharing and public transport use. We are working with Salford Schools to develop and implement these plans in line with government targets: All schools to have a travel plan in place by March 2010.

2.0 Context

2.1 What is a school travel plan?

A school travel plan is an action plan that sets out a package of measures to improve safety and reduce car use by looking in detail at individual needs on the school journey and providing realistic travel alternatives.

2.2 There are currently 40 schools in Salford that have an authorised travel plan and have received the capital grant. (See appendix A) Many more schools are engaged in the process, conducting surveys or writing their school travel plan. The capital grant is available to schools that have met the Department for Education and Skills criteria. (See appendix B). 

2.3 The Government provides funding to support sustainable school travel by allocating approximately £5,000 for a typical primary school and approximately £10,000 for a typical secondary, through Department for Education and skills capital programme, to help schools upgrade their travel facilities.

2.4 Additional funding has been made available by Salford City Council to all secondary schools that have an authorised travel plan. The funding is for the provision of cycle shelters. Currently there are five secondary schools that have provided cycle shelters as a result of the funding. The schools are reporting that the shelters are being utilised by pupils.

2.5 The school steering group assist with producing the travel plan by assessing local issues, gathering ideas, suggesting potential measures and initiatives, and developing, implementing and monitoring the action plan. Information is collected on the current travel situation. To do this, schools undertake a pupil, parent, and staff questionnaire.

2.6 As a result of the information gathering the school consider a wide range of measures, everything from walking buses, cycle facilities, new and improved access on school grounds, parent waiting shelters, improved lighting, participation in the walk to school event 

(Passports, CD ROM).

3.0 School Travel Plan Initiatives:
· Irlam & Cadishead High School – provision of a cycle shelter that houses 120 cycles the shelter is more than 80% full at all times. Also, a new bus pass scheme has been introduced.

· Swinton High School  - provision of a cycle shelter that houses 60 cycles. Also, pupils have attended a mechanical course through cycling projects in Salford. As a result a cycling club has formed.

· Ellenbrook Primary is to provide a cycle/pedestrian waiting shelter with the capital grant they received as a result of producing an authorised school travel plan. The school attended a cycling course for teachers (see 3.1) and as a consequence a teacher is to provide on site cycling training for pupils. Also, the school is forming a cycle club.

3.1 A cycling training course was organised for teachers to deliver cycle training to pupils.

The course took place at the Manchester Veledrome and was delivered by the British Cycling Federation. The course enabled teachers from 10 Salford schools to plan, deliver and evaluate cycling sessions. The feedback from the schools has been excellent with schools now feeling confident to organise cycle sessions for pupils to fit into their diaries. Also, the course has given schools encouragement to form a cycle club.

4.0 Monitoring and review process
The school travel action plan identifies when the travel plan measures will be undertaken and who is responsible for ensuring surveys and review will be completed. The STP review outlines the results of the monitoring exercises for example surveys undertaken, participation in walking initiatives, and usage of cycle shelters, and highlights the progress on implementing the STP. The review is distributed to the school travel adviser, governors, school council, headteacher, local residents, and other interested parties.
