SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
8th April, 2003

Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
8.30 p.m.

PRESENT:
*Norman Shacklady - Beech Farm Residents' Association - in the Chair


*Councillors Eric Burgoyne and Lea (Pendlebury Ward)

*Councillor Dawson (Swinton North Ward)


*Councillors Cullen and Daniels (Swinton South Ward)


Community Representatives

*Frank Arnold - Beech Farm Residents’ Association


David Bates - Swinton Moorside Cricket Club


J. Beecroft - Swinton’s Open Space (SOS)


A. Camilleri - NIHL


*C.L. Critchley - Moorside Residents’ Association


Elizabeth Gray - Older Peoples’ Forum for Salford


Karl Hensall - Parkfield Estate Residents’ Association


V. Hodgkiss - SOS


E. James - SOS


George Lockley - Beechfield/Beech Farm 


*G. Pattison - Moorside Rangers JFC 


Dr. E. Planella - SOS


*Christine Sigurniak - Clifton 2000 : Transport/Environment


*Pat Symon - Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury


B.C. Wilde - SOS


Maureen Wilkinson - Clifton 2000 : Transport/Environment


E. Wood - SOS


B. Woodling - SOS


Officers and Representatives of Outside Organisations


Paul Brighouse - Community Health Council



Sandra Cohen - Citizens Advice Bureau



Tony Craven - Salford College



Alan Eastwood - Area Co-ordinator



Brian Elsey - Community Development Worker



Chris Hardy - Groundwork Salford and Trafford



Phill Harries - Salford Community Venture



June Mckinnon - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator



*  Member entitled to vote

99.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Mr. Bennett, Marlene Goode, Lindsay Morton, Tracy Splane, Debbie Weston and Bill Wilmott and Councillors Antrobus, Hinds, Upton and Warner.

100.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT, as Helping Hands have returned to the Valley Resource Centre, the decision in Minute 91(2) - allowing them to retain the computer at their new premises - be rescinded.




(2) THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 11th February, 2003, be approved as a correct record subject to (1) above and to the addition of Pat Symon to the list of persons present.

101.
UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN

(Previous Minute 85 - 11th February, 2003)


Members of SOS expressed great concern that the UDP included a proposal allowing housing development at the former Swinton Sewage Works.  This was contrary to the views of the community which had been expressed on a number of occasions during the consultation period on the Area Plan and the draft UDP.  Residents asked, therefore, that the Committee support their argument that the proposal should be deleted from the revised UDP.


Ward Councillors sympathised with the concerns of residents.  They noted, however, that the nature of past activities at the site necessitated it being designated as “brown field” and guidance from Central Government required that such sites be offered for development.  Allowing a limited level of development (i.e. mixed housing and recreational) as proposed in the UDP would, at least, allow the Council to exercise a limited amount of control and ensure development of recreation facilities.


The Area Co-ordinator reported that the consultation period on the UDP had expired and that, therefore, the most appropriate action for the Committee to take would be to communicate the above opinions to any inquiry which may be held.  

102.
ESTABLISHMENT OF PATIENTS FORUMS

Paul Brighouse submitted details of Patients Forums which were independent bodies, comprising patients, carers and representatives of Community Groups, which monitored NHS services and made recommendations to the NHS Trust and Primary Care Trust.  


A Forum was needed for each of the five Trusts which operated in Salford and membership was intended to reflect the wider population although excluded groups were particularly welcome.


In response to a question as to the extent to which the Forum could ensure that action was taken on its recommendations Mr. Brighouse explained that it was possible for them to elect non-executive Directors onto the NHS Trust.


RESOLVED:
THAT any Member interested in taking part in the Forums be encouraged to contact Paul Brighouse at 22 Church Street, Eccles, M30 0DF or on telephone number 789 0474.

103.
STASH PROJECT

(Previous Minute 86 - 11th February, 2003)


It was reported that statistical information on the first weeks of the STASH project was not yet available but would be submitted to the next meeting of the Committee.

104.
SUBSIDISED PERFORMANCE AT THE LOWRY

(Previous Minute 88 - 11th February, 2003)


The Neighbourhood Co-ordinator reported that two of the tickets for the subsidised performance of Swan Lake at The Lowry had been purchased by Swinton residents and the balance redistributed to other areas.

105.
SWINTON FESTIVAL, 2003 

(Previous Minute 90 - 11th February, 2003


The Neighbourhood Co-ordinator reported that (a) none of the candidates for the position of Swinton Festival Co-ordinator had been suitable for the post and (b) accordingly, an appointment had not been made and it would not be possible to hold a Festival in 2003.


She gave an outline of other events which would be taking place in Swinton and would, therefore, still offer the opportunity for local people to take part in organised events in the absence of the Festival:

· The Beech Farm Resource Centre would open in April

· The Radio Regen Broadcast would take place between 24th to 26th April, 2003 

· The Skate Board Park and Youth Shelter at Clifton would open in April 

· The Playground and Skate Board Park on the Beech Farm Estate would open in May

· There would be a fun day on the Beech Farm Estate in June

106.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

(Previous Minute 92 - 11th February, 2003)


The Area Co-ordinator (a) circulated details of the Members who had responded to the request to secure accreditation from their nominating organisation and, hence, were entitled to vote at the meeting and (b) emphasised that the response had been low so that only a minority were entitled to vote.  


RESOLVED:
THAT Members be encouraged to return completed nomination forms.

107.
CYCLING FORUM

(Previous Minute 93 - 11th February, 2003)


A report was submitted containing details of (a) the issues discussed at the first meeting of the Cycling Forum, (b) events which were scheduled for the future and (c) matters to be discussed at the next meeting of the Forum on 7th May, 2003.

108.
RADIO REGEN BROADCAST

(Previous Minute 94 - 11th February, 2003)


The Chairman reported that the Radio Regen Broadcast would take place between 24th to 26th April, 2003, from 21 Kingsley Road, Swinton.  An official opening would be held on 25th April, 2003, and input from all members was welcome.  

109.
DISTURBANCES AT MOORSIDE RAILWAY STATION

(Previous Minute 97 - 11th February, 2003)


It was reported that the disturbances at Moorside Railway Station had been drawn to the attention of the Rail Operators who had agreed to undertake an investigation.

110.
SPORTS ACADEMY AT WARDLEY CAMPUS

Mr. Craven of Salford College submitted a report containing details of (a) a bid which was to be submitted to the Football Foundation to secure funding to develop land at Wardley Campus as two football pitches and (b) the courses which the college offered to students (the majority of whom originated in Salford) wishing to take football coaching qualifications.


The courses at the college were already of benefit to the community as qualified students were encouraged to coach teams in the area and in local schools.  If successful the proposal would enhance these services and the new facilities would be available also to local football teams and local children.  


Representatives of other groups which were also seeking funding from the Football Foundation to establish or improve football facilities in the area were concerned that the Foundation might feel that the Academy was all the facilities that the area required and, hence, not support the other schemes.  Mr. Craven and Elected Members suggested that this would not be the case; that the Academy and the other schemes were to utilise grants from different funding schemes and so should not conflict.  The Committee welcomed, therefore, the proposed Sports Academy which offered the opportunity to develop skills in students as well as providing facilities for the community.


RESOLVED:
THAT, with a view to facilitating co-ordination of activities, the Local Strategic Partnership be made aware of the development of the Sports Academy and of the other football schemes in the vicinity.

111.
WESLEY TRAINING

Details were submitted of Wesley Training which was based at the Pendlebury Methodist Church on Bolton Road, Pendlebury, and sought to provide training in skills required to maintain and repair domestic property (e.g. painting and decorating) to minority groups such as lone parents, disabled persons, etc.

112.
URBAN BUS CHALLENGE (UBC)

Details were submitted of the UBC which sought to fund solutions to problems of passenger transport provision in urban areas of economic or social deprivation and to assist schemes which improved transport other than the support of conventional subsidised bus services.


The criteria emphasised a preference for schemes which were directed towards specific local circumstances and which provided links to modes of public transport/ employment opportunities or helped to resolve social exclusion.  Funding was not available for replacement of withdrawn commercial services, rail or light rail or fair subsidies.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Chief Executive be asked to consider submitting to the UBC a proposal to extend the existing bus services from Clifton junction to Swinton so as to run on Sundays and after 6.00 p.m. which, the Committee consider, would fulfil the criteria of helping to resolve social exclusion in the area and deal with the local circumstances arising from low car ownership.

113.
BUDGET SUB-GROUP

(a)
Feedback from Grant Recipients 

The Area Co-ordinator submitted a report containing details of the uses to which grants paid to the following organisations had been put and indicated that the groups had expressed their appreciation to the Committee:

· Salford School Football Association - £400 towards an exchange programme

· Wardley Playgroup - £210 to purchase play equipment

· First Clifton (St. Annes) Scout Group - £600 to purchase new tables

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(b)
Budget Sub-Group - 25th March, 2003 
RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendations of the Budget Sub-Group arising from their meeting on 25th March, 2003, be dealt with as set out in the Appendix to these minutes.

(c)
Neighbourhood Watch Schemes
Reference was made to the £2,000 which the Budget Sub-Group had set aside to help pay the cost of establishing Neighbourhood Watch Schemes.  It was reported that the Sub-Group had agreed to a simple procedure for accessing the funds namely for applicants to send a letter to the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator giving details of the project and an indication of support from the Watch Co-ordinator.

114.
DEVELOPMENT OF SCHEMES IN ANTICIPATION OF FUNDING

The Area Co-ordinator reported that (a) funding was sometimes made available at short notice which necessitated schemes being developed quickly, (b) accordingly, the Council was trying to develop schemes so that they could be put forward if such funds became available and (c) the clearance of public open space was considered a worthwhile activity and Members were invited, therefore, to suggest any areas which might be included in a list of schemes.


RESOLVED:
THAT the following be included in any schemes which are developed in anticipation of funding becoming available and that the Swinton Political Executive take a strategic overview of such projects:

· Fencing around Moorside Cricket Club

· Works at the Skate Board Park and Playground on Agecroft Road

115.
PRIMARY SCHOOL REVIEW

A report of the Director of Education and Leisure was submitted for information (a) on the outcome of the first informal consultation on reviewing primary education in Salford, (b) setting out detailed action, based upon the responses to the consultation, which the Cabinet had, at their meeting on 19th February, 2003, approved as a basis for more informal consultation on proposals to reduce surplus places in community and voluntary controlled primary schools to an acceptable level and (c) indicating that a further report on the outcome of this consultation process would be prepared after Easter, 2003.

116.
BLUE PETER BIKEATHON

It was reported that Salford City Council would host the first official bikeathon on 4th May, 2003.  This was the only part of a nation-wide event to be held in the Greater Manchester area and would start and finish at the Lowry Plaza.  Application forms were circulated for those Members willing to volunteer to help at the event.

117.
LANCASTRIAN HALL HEALTH CENTRE - UPDATE

An update was given on recent developments and timescales for the future with regard to the proposed establishment of a Health Centre in the Lancastrian Hall.  Ideas for the facility had been submitted by two private companies and a partner would be chosen in April, 2003.  Detailed design work would start in April/May and an application for planning permission developed between April and July.  Building work was scheduled to start in Summer, 2003, and be completed by December, 2004.

118.
POSTAL BALLOT : PILOT SCHEME

It was reported that, as a pilot scheme, the Local Elections in May, 2003, would be in the form of an all postal ballot.  Details were submitted of how the pilot scheme would operate.  

119.
PROPOSED CLOSURE OF THE POST OFFICE AT 145 MANCHESTER ROAD, SWINTON

The Committee were informed that (a) the Post Office were seeking opinions upon a proposal to close the abovementioned Post Office which was considered to be uneconomic because of factors such as falling customer numbers, (b) the Chief Executive of Salford City Council had lodged an objection to the proposal and (c) it was possible for the Committee to also object to the proposal.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Area Co-ordinator send an objection to the proposed closure of the Post Office at 145 Manchester Road for the reasons set out in the report now submitted.

120.
CLIFTON SKATE BOARD PARK

Chris Hardy reported that the Skate Board Park at Silverdale/Ridgeway Road near the Clifton Youth Club would be opened by Councillor Warner at 11.00 a.m. on Saturday, 26th April, 2003.  She reminded Members that, whilst the cost of insurance, amounting to £577 had been met by Biffa Award funding in 2003/04, in future years the cost might have to be met by the Community Committee.

121.
STREET CLEANING ON RAKE LANE

RESOLVED:
THAT (a) the Director of Environmental Services be asked to ensure the street cleaning continues on Rake Lane after its junction with Lumns Lane and (b) the Director of Development Services consider providing a name plate at that junction to minimise confusion.  

122.
PILOT RECYCLING INITIATIVE

RESOLVED:
THAT the Director of Environmental Services be made aware of some problems which had been experienced by Members who have taken part in the doorstep recycling initiative:

· the boxes are too small

· the box lids blow away in high winds

123.
GARAGES ON DUDLEY ROAD, SWINTON

A Member reported that the garages on Dudley Road were being vandalised and used for anti-social activities thereby causing inconvenience to residents of that road and adjoining streets.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Area Co-ordinator clarify ownership of the garages and any appropriate action which might be taken.

124.
SALFORD PARTNERSHIP

RESOLVED:
THAT any Member interested in taking part in discussions with Salford Partnership on what makes good partnership working contact the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator.

125.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of the Community Committee be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 10th June, 2003.  
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