SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
8th October, 2002


Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
7.55 p.m.
PRESENT:
Norman Shacklady – Beech Farm Residents’ Association – in the Chair



Councillors Eric Burgoyne and Warner (Pendlebury Ward)



Councillors Antrobus, Dawson and Hinds (Swinton North Ward)
Councillor Cullen (Swinton South Ward)

Community Representatives
:

Pam Anderson – Clifton Resource Centre

Frank Arnold – Beech Farm Residents’ Association

Graham Higson – Swinton Valley Estate

Pat Higson – Swinton Valley Estate

Elizabeth Gray – Salford Forum for Older People

Stan Gray – Swinton Catholic Club

Barbara Thompson 
} Beech Farm Support and Conservation Group

Pat Wardle 

}
        “

Debbie Weston – Rugrats Play Group

Bill Wilmott – Clifton 2000


Officers and Representatives of Outside Organisations


Pat Ashmall – Salford/Wythenshawe Mentor Point


Sandra Cohen – Citizens Advice Bureau


Alan Eastwood – Area Co-ordinator


Brian Elsey – Community Development Worker


Chris Hardy – Groundwork Salford and Trafford


Phil Harris – Salford Community Venture


David McGovern – Scrutiny Support Unit


Linda Sharples – Scrutiny Support Unit


Mary Tantrum – Generations in Action

40
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Daniels, Lea and Upton and Mr. Bennett, Mr. Critchley, Mr. Hensall, Captain Kennedy and Mr. Zott.

41.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 13th August, 2002, be approved as a correct record.

42.
CLIFTON HOUSE FARM

(Previous Minute 26 – 13th August, 2002)

A copy of the advertisement for the intended disposal of Clifton House Farm was circulated.

It was reported that the Director of Education and Leisure had advised that the various trophies won by the Shire Horses were not displayed at Clifton House Farm because (a) it would not be appropriate as the farm was not usually open to the public and (b) the farm was not secure – hence the Council had not accepted original trophies only replicas.

43. 3 ASHLEY CRESCENT

(Previous Minute 28 – 13th August, 2002)

The Area Co-ordinator reported that (a) the notices served on the owner of 3 Ashley Crescent had been returned unopened and (b) if efforts to contact the owner in person were unsuccessful the Council could undertake the necessary work to the properties by default.

44.
SWINTON FESTIVAL – CO-ORDINATOR

(Previous Minute 29 – 13th August 2002)


A job description and copy of an advertisement for the post of Co-ordinator for the Swinton Festival in 2003 were circulated.


The Area Co-ordinator invited applications and indicated that, if the work involved took longer than the 60 hours anticipated in the job description, consideration would be given to revisions.

45.
RESOLVING ANTI SOCIAL ACTIVITIES ON BLACK HARRY

(Previous Minute 30 – 13th August, 2002)

Mr. Higson set out proposals formulated by a group of local residents on the Valley Estate to deal with problems such as overgrown areas on Black Harry which, it was considered, drew motorcyclists to the area. The Group had met with officers of the Environmental Services Directorate to identify areas where action was required and were formulating a bid for approximately £9,000 to undertake the works.  It was confirmed that the Greater Manchester Police were monitoring the problems caused on the site by motorcyclists and burnt out cars.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Group be encouraged to make a formal application for funding from the Community Grants Budget.

46.
LIFT PROPOSALS

(Previous Minute 32 – 13th August, 2002)


Members reported that the public meeting on the LIFT proposals at the Lancastrian Hall on 2nd October, 2002, had been well attended and that it had been clarified that the Swinton area would be acting as the pilot scheme for the LIFT proposals.

47. FLY TIPPING IN THE LUMMS LANE AREA
(Previous Minute 38 – 13th August, 2002)

It was reported that the Director of Environmental Services was currently in negotiations with the Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority to reopen Lumms Lane Landfill Site with a view to resolving the problem of fly tipping in the vicinity.  In the meantime sites at Drinkwater Park and Cobden Street had been offered as alternatives.  The Directorate were monitoring the area to deal with fly tipping. As this problem tended to escalate quickly members of the Committee were encouraged to report any instances on telephone number 909 6500.

48.
CHARGES FOR PERSONAL SOCIAL SERVICES
Reference was made to the concerns expressed by Members at a previous meeting on revisions which the Council was being obliged to make in the charges which customers paid for personal social services.  This was a very complex issue.  The impact of the charges was dependent upon the circumstances (e.g. savings, degree of disability etc. of the individual). The Director of Community and Social Services was making arrangements for officers to visit each of the 3,000 or so residents who might be affected to determine the impact upon them and help with forms.

RESOLVED:
THAT, in view of the limited control which the Council has over the changes and the fact that it is being dealt with on an individual basis, no discussion on this matter take place at the Community Committee.

49.
GROUNDS MAINTENANCE ON THE BEECH FARM ESTATE
Details were submitted of (a) concerns which the Friends of Beech Farm had communicated to the Director of Environmental Services about the condition of the Beech Farm Playing Fields including overgrown rose beds, the perceived failure of the Council to tidy the rockery areas and empty the bins for dog waste, the use of grass killer and lack of planting around the fencing and (b) the response of the Directorate indicating actions which had been, or would be, taken to deal with the concerns of the Group.

Representatives of the Group remained sceptical. Whilst acknowledging that action had been taken and that the staff involved worked hard they expressed doubts as to whether the standard of work would be maintained. They asked the Community Committee to support their request for the Council to dedicate an officer to work on the site three days a month. 

Elected Members reaffirmed their commitment to the Beech Farm Estate but felt that the response of the Directorate indicated a willingness to help and that the timing of the actions – close to the date of this meeting - were a co-incidence. Representatives of the Group were encouraged to communicate any additional concerns via their Ward Councillor.

50.
GROUNDWORK SALFORD AND TRAFFORD - UPDATE

Chris Hardy, Senior Community Link Officer at Groundwork, gave an update on developments in the Clifton area:

· The after school Young Persons Environment Clubs established in three schools would involve pupils examining issues of sustainability and waste management in creative ways.

· Landscaping was under way on a public amenity area to address positively issues of visibility, aesthetics and personal safety with a view to reducing opportunities for vandalism, threatening behaviour and unwanted activities.

· An application for planning permission to establish a skate park and youth centre at Clifton Green was scheduled for submission to the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel on 17th October, 2002.

· A group of young people were involved in the production of a video on local knowledge of environmental sustainability and waste management.

51. GENERATIONS IN ACTION

Mary Tantrum outlined the role of Generations in Action. This Initiative, supported by the Home Office, encouraged older people aged 50 plus to volunteer to share their skills and knowledge with younger people. The pilot scheme had been so successful that it had been expanded to other areas and even other countries. It made links with other relevant projects and groups such as Age Concern and the Youth Offending Team.

In response to a question from a Member Ms. Tantrum confirmed that the Initiative was aware of the high quality work undertaken by the Anti Rust Project. The Initiative would not try to replace the Project but rather offer a service which was more directed at the needs of individuals.

RESOLVED:
THAT Members (a) be encouraged to make their groups aware of the Generations in Action Initiative and (b) contact the Initiative on telephone number 787 8500 if interested in taking part as a volunteer.

52.
MENTOR POINT
Pat Ashmall explained the concept of mentoring – a relationship in which an experienced person offered support to another.  Such support could vary depending upon the skills and resources of the mentor or the needs of the person being mentored.  Mentor Point was a Government – supported pilot scheme which worked with a wide range of groups to help individuals from the community or in schools.  Ms. Ashmall set out ways in which individuals could become involved in the programme.

RESOLVED:
THAT Community representatives (a) be encouraged to make their groups aware of the Mentor Point Programme and (b) contact the Mentor Point Team on telephone number 707 8989 if interested in becoming a Mentor.

52. ROLE OF THE SCRUTINY SUPPORT TEAM
David McGovern gave a presentation on the concept of scrutiny – a process by which the Council sought to improve the quality of life in Salford via analysis of services. This process involved working with local people, service partners and other organisations and voluntary/community groups.  The Council had established a number of Scrutiny Committees which challenged established practices and proposals and undertook monitoring of improvement plans.

The involvement of Community Representatives in the scrutiny process was welcome. It was anticipated that this involvement would increase in the future.

RESOLVED:
THAT any persons interested in taking part in the scrutiny process contact the Scrutiny Support Team on telephone number 793 2513.

53. SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN (CAP)
The Area Co-ordinator reported that revisions had been made to the draft CAP which had been submitted to the Committee at their meeting on 13th august, 2002, to include details of (a) the Fire Service, (b) increased information on crime so as to cover local initiatives to tackle the problem and (c) the activities of Groundwork Salford and Trafford in Clifton.

RESOLVED: THAT the revised version of the Swinton and Pendlebury CAP be approved.

54. BUDGET SUB GROUP
It was reported that no applications had been submitted in time for consideration by the Budget Sub Group at their meeting scheduled for 24th September, 2002.  The Committee was, however, asked to consider a number of applications which had arisen since that date and for which application forms had not been completed. During their discussions on the applications for grants towards the running costs of the Clifton and Valley Resource Centres Members noted that consideration was being given to reviewing future grants of this nature so as to reflect the contributions which user groups made towards such costs.

RESOLVED: 
(1)
THAT the action of the Area Co-ordinator in approving a grant of £1,400 for repairs to the roller shutters at the Clifton Resource Centre be confirmed.

(2) THAT the following grants be made towards the running costs of 


the Centres indicated:

· £1,500 – Clifton Resource Centre

· £1,500 – Valley Resource Centre

55. ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ORDERS (ASBO’s)
Details were submitted of ASBO’s which had been served on Swinton teenagers.

56. COMMUNITY CHOIR
It was reported that the Salford Music and Performing Arts Services had organised a Community Choir and that meetings were held at the Swinton High School every Thursday from 7.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.

RESOLVED:
THAT any Members interested in taking part in the Choir contact Paul Trimble on 778 0251/0256.

57. FIRE SAFETY
In view of possible disruptions to the Fire Service the attention of Members was drawn to an advisory leaflet on Fire Safety.

58. BEST VALUE REVIEW OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
Details were circulated of events which would be held on 10th October, 2002, as part of the Best Value Review of Community Engagement.

RESOLVED: 
THAT Members be encouraged to attend either of the events.

59. PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT ON STATION ROAD, SWINTON
RESOLVED:
THAT the Area Co-ordinator give Members details of a planning application which has recently been submitted for the Bethell Site.

60. PROCEDURE FOR DEALING WITH GRAFFITI
Councillor Warner, Lead Member for Development Services, agreed to check on reports that responsibility for cleaning graffiti from highways and pavements was being divided, respectively, between the Development Services and Environmental Services Directorates.

61. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of the Community Committee be held at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 10th December, 2002.
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