SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
9th October, 2007

Meeting commenced:
6.00 p.m.
"
ended:
8.00 p.m.
PRESENT:
Norman Shacklady (Beech Farm Residents' Association) - in the Chair

Community Representatives

Jean Appleby - Friends of Victoria Park


D. Baxendale - Clifton Community Residents’ Association


Reece Cook - Valley Resident


John Etherson - Swinton North Residents’ Association


Krys Hill - Friends of Victoria Park


Louise Jackson - Clifton Charity Shop


Nicola Ramsden - Spurgeon/Swinton Moorside Children’s Centre


Christine Scofield – Swinton Athletics JFC 


John Scofield – Swinton Athletics JFC


Christine Sigurnjak - Transport and the Environment Clifton


M Sullivan – Kenilworth Avenue Residents’ Association


Stuart Thompson - PACE 


Barry C. Wilde - SOSCA


Maureen Wilkinson - Transport and the Environment Clifton


Lloyd Willis - Valley Resident


Ward Councillors

Councillors Bernard Lea, Maureen Lea and Barry Warner 




(Pendlebury Ward )


Councillors Derek Antrobus and Bill Hinds (Swinton North Ward)


Councillor Steve Cooke (Swinton South Ward)


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:



Kevin Brady - Area Co-ordinator 



Angela Collinge - Salford Youth Service



Inspector Findlow - Greater Manchester Police



Steve Goharty - Urban Vision



Angie Taylor - Acting Neighbourhood Manager



Emily Wells - Salford Youth Service



Brenda Worthington - Salford PCT fillin "other names" 
35.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Val Burgoyne, Dawson and O’Neill.

36.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 14th August, 2007, were approved as a correct record.

37.
POLICING ISSUES

Inspector Findlow reported (a) on the continuing success of the Police Service in locating cannabis farms and detecting stolen motor vehicles, (b) on actions taken by the Local Partnership Delivery Group to improve the environment by removing fly tipped material from “grot spots” on, for example, Blantyre Street, (c) that, although the involvement of partners in these actions had been successful (e.g. a ginnell  at the rear of Blantyre Street was no longer overgrown) the community did not seem to have developed any personal responsibility and were continuing to fly tip, (d) that efforts were being made to discourage unsafe activities on bonfire night and (e) that a Christmas initiative was being planned to reassure retail outlets and customers of their safety.

The Inspector made a comparison between present crime levels and those for an equivalent period in 2006.  Anti-social behaviour in Swinton was currently the lowest in the City and had fallen by 11%.  Reports of criminal damage and of thefts of, or from, motor vehicles had fallen by 22% and 33%.  He encouraged the community to remain vigilant and take precautions as a recent increase in burglaries and theft of vehicles had been attributed to householders failing to lock their doors or keep keys secure.

The Inspector concluded his presentation by offering suggestions for projects which the Committee might consider funding in the future and some alterations to the draft Community Action Plan (CAP) :

· Improved street lighting might help to reduce incidents in the Clifton area.  Whilst the estimated cost for the whole estate would amount to £90,000 it would be possible to upgrade the four streets where most incidents occurred for £21,000.

· The CAP should include entries in the milestone column.  Members concurred and suggested that an appropriate milestone would be to achieve a phased reduction in local crime levels to national levels.


Members made a number of comments to which Inspector Findlow responded:

· As the PCSO responsible for the Agecroft area had moved onto other duties it would be difficult in the short-term to respond to reports of increased vandalism in that area.
· The Inspector would give Councillor Warner an update on actions taken to deal with reports of shops in the Clifton area selling alcohol to underage people.  He confirmed that alcohol was confiscated on a regular basis and that there was a citywide campaign against underage drinking.

· Officers had attended on a day off to deal with reports of disturbances in Victoria Park.  There was a need to ensure that people were not deterred from using the park but that visitors behaved appropriately.  Off licences in the vicinity would be visited to ensure that alcohol was not sold to underage persons.  Members reported also that disturbances had arisen in the vicinity of St. Augustine’s Church.

· The Inspector agreed to specify dates upon which  discussions could be held with  Ward Councillors on the actions that  the police service could take to deal with travellers and to identify loopholes in the law.

A number of Members felt, however, that the position was not as positive as described by the Inspector.  They were particularly critical of the police response to an incident on 7th October, 2007, when, for a period of two hours, off-road bikers had performed manoeuvres on the wrong side of Bolton Road/Rake Lane/Queensway.  It was claimed that police officers had driven, or walked ,past the area and that ,despite this and the fact that the area was subject to CCTV monitoring, no action had been taken.  Reference was made also to how bikers had responded to an accident involving one of their group by riding around the area in which it occurred to intimidate residents.

The Inspector reminded Members of the difficulties involved in tackling off-road motorcycling.  The risk of injury to police/riders/by-standers made pursuit difficult and resources such as the Off-Road Unit were extremely limited.  Offenders obscured their faces to prevent identification and apprehension after the offence.  There had, however, been some success including the confiscation of a bike.  The primary responsibility for monitoring CCTV lay with the local authority and the involvement of the police would remove them from other activities.  The use of other technology including two-way radio communication was considered to be effective.

Members remained, however, unsatisfied with the response of the police service, pointing out that their presence might have deterred the bikers.  Representatives from the Youth Service asked whether consideration had ever been given to providing an area where off-road motorcycling could take place in a safe environment.  Councillors confirmed that this option had been examined but little progress made in view of the high cost of land.  Experience with play areas suggested that some form of supervision would be required to avoid vandalism and that this would generate costs.  


RESOLVED:
THAT the Acting Neighbourhood Manager arrange for the Local Partnership Delivery Group to discuss the difficulties caused by off-road motorcycling and report back to a future meeting.

38.
BUDGET SUB-GROUP

The Neighbourhood Manager submitted (a) a schedule containing the recommendations made by the Budget Sub-Group at their meeting on 25th September, 2007, (b) a report describing the role, and achievements to date , of the School Based Police Officer at the Swinton High School and asking the Committee to consider whether they wished to continue to offer financial support for the post and (c) the Financial Position Statement as at 31st August, 2007.

Officers of the Swinton Detached Team, and young people who would be involved in the trips in question, attended the meeting to give the information which the Budget Sub-Group felt was required to support the application for a grant of £1,264 to cover the cost of activity trips.  The purpose of the activity was to help young people gain skills to enable them to work together and to challenge the negative influences in their lives.  The participants would gain an awareness of life beyond their immediate environment.  Details were given also of the ratio of adults to children involved in the activity.  It was confirmed that the contribution of the Youth Service would be to cover the cost of any staffing involved.


In response to questions from the Committee the officers confirmed that the outcome of the activities would be evaluated.  Members felt that the application should be support and discussed the possibility of securing regular input from young people.  It was considered, however, that the atmosphere of the Committee might be intimidating and deter participation.  Consideration was being given to establishing a suitable forum for young people across the City.  


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations made by the Budget Sub-Group at their meeting on 25th September, 2007, be dealt with as set out in the appendix to these minutes.
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(2) THAT the Committee continue to support the post of School Based Police Officer with a contribution of £5,000 in 2008/09, subject to the submission of further evaluation reports.




(3) THAT the Financial Position Statement as at 31st August, 2007, now submitted, be noted.

39.
HIGHWAYS CAPITAL PROGRAMME - UPDATE

The Acting Neighbourhood Manager submitted a schedule setting out projects which the Environment Task Group, at their meeting on 26th September, 2007, considered should be funded under the Highways Capital and Revenue Devolved Budgets in 2007/08.


The Task Group recommended that priority should be given to the traffic calming measures at Rake Lane/Lumns Lane junction.  As the substantial cost of this scheme could absorb most of the budget options for other projects were limited.  The Task Group felt that other projects to be included in the programme for 2007/08 should be:
· Repair of the potholes in North Dean Street and resurfacing of the cobbled area on Gaskell Street.

· Provision of traffic calming measures on Thorn Road.


Following a suggestion from a Member the Acting Neighbourhood Manager agreed to see if Housing 21 would contribute towards the cost of the works on North Dean Street and Gaskell Street.


A number of Members expressed concern that the Task Group had recommended that Kenilworth Avenue be removed from the list of schemes which might be funded under the highways programme and pointed out that the problems on that street continued and were getting worse including:

· Difficulties for emergency and refuse vehicles in gaining access to the street.

· The risk to the health/lives of residents.

The Members asked for a reasoned explanation of the Council’s intentions for the area. The Committee discussed other ways of resolving the problems on the road without resorting to engineering by, for example, erecting signs asking residents not to park on the street on days when utility vehicles were to visit.  Councillor Antrobus agreed to secure an engineer’s report for the area and suggested that the schedule be revised to make clear whether the schemes were capital or revenue projects.  Councillor B.J. Lea asked also that Falcon Crescent be added to the list of projects.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Environmental Task Group be asked to consider revising the schedule to take account of the above comments and report back to a future meeting.

40.
SWINTON COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN (CAP) 2008/09

The Acting Neighbourhood Manager (a) presented a draft of the CAP for 2008/09, (b) asked Members to consider it in conjunction with their nominating group and offer comments at a future meeting and (c) submitted details of projects which had been included in the 2007 CAP but removed from the 2008 version along with the reasons for their deletion.

A number of comments were made:

· Members discussed how “achievements” were defined in the context of the CAP.  It was agreed that achievements referred to any activities that added value to the community and which were supported by the Community Committee or the Council or a body which they helped to finance.

· It was considered that the layout of the CAP should be revised to (i) make clear what the Community Committee had achieved and secured through other programmes, (ii) be more specific, (iii) make a distinction between outcomes and targets, (iv) add “milestones” as suggested by Inspector Findlow and (v) be more clear as to the extent to which objectives were likely to be met.

· Members referred to supporting development of a sports complex at Wardley and asked that the entry be revised to make clear that this did not imply support for a social club.


The Acting Neighbourhood Manager agreed to (1) clarify the reasons why the priority assigned to widening the community use of the facilities at Beech Farm was no longer included in the CAP and (2) take account of any comments which Members had submitted but which had not been  included in the draft if they had kept copies.

41.
REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS, POLLING PLACES AND POLLING STATIONS

A report was submitted listing the venues in Swinton which had been used as polling stations in the 2007 local elections and asking Members to consider their suitability, offer alternatives, indicate any of the stations which might be closed or specify areas where additional stations might be sited.

RESOLVED:
THAT no comment be made on this consultation.

42.
SALFORD GARDEN PARTY 

Members of the Committee reported on their participation in the highly successful Salford Garden Party which had been organised on the lawns of the Salford Civic Centre on Saturday, 15th September, 2007.  They particularly remarked on:

· The large number of people who had been attracted to the event.

· The amount of information and materials available and the willingness of staff to communicate.

· The range of activities which ensured that all age groups could take part.

· The imaginative displays and events which had held the attention of the audience.


Members hoped that the success of the Garden Party would encourage Salford City Council to host similar events in the Swinton area on a regular basis.

43.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were submitted to the Committee for information:

· The report of the Sustainable Transport Working Group.

· The Aspire to Enterprise Scheme which supported adults who would like to learn more about business.
· Details of a Work Shop to be held between 5.00 to 7.00 p.m. on 15th October, 2007, in the Gallery at Swinton Library at which participants would be given the chance  to discuss the merits of the draft Supplementary Planning Document on Design.

· Details of the changes to the door to door collection service for recycled waste.

· The minutes of the SOSCA Steering Group held on 20th September, 2007, along with the terms of reference of that group.

· The September issue of the Overview and Scrutiny Newsletter.

44.
PENDLEBURY AND CLIFTON ENTERPRISE (PACE)

Mr. Thompson gave an update on the recent activities of the PACE:

· Work to clear to canal towpath had been completed and a contract issued to ensure that the standard was maintained.

· Trees at St. Augustine’s Church had been lopped and the driveways made more flat.  The Forestry Commission had helped to dispose of the green waste.  PACE were planning to continue works at the church including cleaning the gutters and making a new cellar door.

Mr. Thompson reported that ,although PACE had access to suitable equipment, transport remained an issue.  Nicola Ramsden reminded Members that Swinton Families had a minibus available for use by Community Groups.

45.
OVER 50’S WEEK

Louise Jackson reported on the success of events organised as part of the Over 50’s Week and expressed regret that more Councillors had not been able to participate.  Brenda Worthington reported that one of the joint events organised by the Council and the PCT in the Clifton area had been attended by over 70 people and it was hoped to now establish  an over 50’s Forum.

46.
SOSCA - FUN DAY

Mr. Wilde reported that the Fun Day had gone ahead as planned and had been a great success.  He thanked the Community Committee for their financial support.

47.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of the Community Committee be held at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 11th December, 2007.  
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APPENDIX TO THE MINUTES OF THE SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ON 9TH OCTOBER, 2007

DECISIONS BASED UPON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SWINTON  BUDGET SUB GROUP HELD ON  25TH SEPTEMBER ,2007, 

		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION

		BUDGET

		COMMENTS



		1. Basis Forum



		£247.50

		Networking

Forum

		Deferred

		

		Explain what Basis are,

what they want to achieve by event.


How many groups are from Swinton and when will it happen. 



		2. GMP



		£288.00

		Room Hire

		Approved

		C/C

		



		3.  1st Pendlebury Rainbows



		£449.28

		Room Hire

		Approved

		C/C

		



		4.  Moorside Over


     60's Club




		£460.45

		Insurance and winter activities

		Approved

		C/C

		



		5.  Swinton Detached Team

		£1264.60




		Activity Trips

		Approved

		

		Explain adult to child ratio. What is youth service contribution. Produce evaluation report from previous residential to see how it effected young people.



		6.  Salfordian Trust




		£1300.00

		Building  Work

		Deferred

		

		Could we see additional competitive quotes



		7.  Swinton Neighbourhood Team




		£1340.00

		Signs

		Approved 

		C/C

		





APPENDIX TO THE MINUTES OF THE SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ON 9TH OCTOBER, 2007

DECISIONS BASED UPON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SWINTON  BUDGET SUB GROUP HELD ON  25TH SEPTEMBER ,2007, 


		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION 

		BUDGET

		FUNDING SOURCE



		8.  Lions Community

     Partnership



		£1525.03

		Coaching Fees and Equipment

		Approved

		£1000.00 CHWBF

£525.03  C/C

		Outcome report for next to see what qualifications have been achieved.



		9.  Swinton and     

     District Allotment

		£2000.00

		Container for Storage

		Approved

		£1000.00 CHWBF

£1000.00  C/C

		



		10.  Next Steps Project

		£2052.00

		Fit City Passes

		Deferred

		

		How will this be sustained. 

Who are Next Steps - more info about them.


How will additional 19 yr olds get a pass if passes are not used. What will happen 



		11.  Swinton Athletic 


       FC

		£2595.00

		Kit, Equipment and Coaches

		Deferred

		

		More info about financial position. Where are players from. 


Where are players and volunteers from. How much are subs, who owns field. Do the group own any kit





APPENDIX TO THE MINUTES OF THE SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ON 9TH OCTOBER, 2007

DECISIONS BASED UPON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SWINTON  BUDGET SUB GROUP HELD ON  25TH SEPTEMBER ,2007, 


		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION

		BUDGET

		FUNDING SOURCE



		12. Swinton Neighbourhood Team

		£3220.00

		Newsletter

		Approved

		C/C

		



		13. Swinton Judo Club

		£5698.75

		Electrical and Building work

		Approved

		CHWBF   £2409.82


C/C           £3288.93

		



		14.  Groundwork

		£6227.44

		Clifton Crew


Youth Work

		Deferred

		

		Breakdown of officer time.


What will the outcome be.  What will happen after the project finishes. 

How will it be sustainable.





ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


LETTER FROM VALLEY TARA  - Presented to Budget Group re underspend.

Yes to Spend;  Budget group are happy for Valley to spend remaining underspend on the battery.


*   Group advised that in future all underspend should be declared with Monitoring Forms and after 12 months - budget  groups should be informed of groups who still have money not spend.



