SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
10th April, 2007

Meeting commenced:
6.00 p.m.
"
ended:
7.45 p.m.
PRESENT:
Norman Shacklady (Beech Farm Residents' Association) - in the Chair

Community Representatives

Jean Appleby - Friends of Victoria Park


Tony Camilleri - Pendlebury Coyotes 


John Etherson - CRAWA 


Kyrs Hill - Friends of Victoria Park


Louise Jackson - Clifton Charity Shop


R. Joyce Nelson - Wardley Community Centre 


Pat Symon - Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury 


Barry C. Wilde - SOSCA 


Maureen Wilkinson - Transport and Environment - Clifton 


Ward Councillors

Councillors Maureen Lea and Barry Warner (Pendlebury Ward)


Councillors Derek Antrobus, Jim Dawson and Bill Hinds 



(Swinton North Ward) fillin "other names" 

Councillors Val Burgoyne, John Cullen and Joe O’Neill 



(Swinton South Ward)


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:



Lee Dudley - Forestry Commission



Elaine Duke - North Locality - Children’s Services



Inspector Findlow - Greater Manchester Police



Steve Gogarty - Urban Vision



Simon Hood - North West Locality Manager CSD



Tracy Jacobs - Community Development Worker 



Division Commander (Chief Superintendent)
Mulligan-Greater Manchester Police



P.S. Jon Nicholls - Greater Manchester Police Local Authority 







Liaison Officer



Graham Smith – Urban Vision



Rebecca Threlfall - Neighbourhood Manager



Claire Tomkinson - Groundwork Salford and Trafford

76.
NEIGHBOURHOOD MANAGER

The Committee extended a warm welcome to Rebecca Threlfall who had been appointed Neighbourhood Manager for Swinton.

77.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor B J Lea and Kevin Brady, Kate Charnock, Brian Elsey, Brian Raymond, Dennis Schofield and Christine Sigurnjak.

78.
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOODS POLICING STRATEGY

Division Commander Mulligan and his colleagues gave a presentation on the abovementioned Strategy intended to deliver a more accessible police service to the community and so contribute to improvements to the quality of life in Salford.


The presentation included details of the population of Salford, the number of incidents and of crimes, the percentage detection rates and the staffing resources available to the GMP.  Details were given of the roles and responsibilities of the various divisions of GMP.  Staff were deployed in a flexible manner so as to best meet need and the Committee were advised of the procedure for transferring staff to tackle major crimes or tactical problems.


A comparison was made between the boundaries of the Community Committees and the areas covered by the Police Neighbourhood Teams.  Particular attention had been paid to the development of partnership working with, for example, Council Directorates. A Local Partnership Business Group (LPBG) comprising representatives from relevant agencies was being developed to secure a consistent approach to issues across the City.  The LPBG would devise action plans to tackle problems and report back to the relevant Community Committee thus ensuring a rigorous, accountable procedure and the communication of best practice.


It was hoped that the Safer Neighbourhoods Policing Strategy would result in a clearer understanding of police structures, the prioritisation of concerns, the development of uniform citywide practices and regular feedback.  The officers concluded their presentation by outlining how the Strategy would be promoted to the general public including publishing photographs of Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in the local press.  Councillor Val Burgoyne, who was scheduled to be Mayor of the City of Salford in 2007/08, expressed her willingness to help promote the Strategy by patrolling the City with the GMP.


The Community Committee was very appreciative of the presentation and Members asked a number of questions to which the officers responded:

· Members appreciated that the appointment of 96 PCSOs reflected a significant increase of almost 100 staff to be deployed on the beat although the deadline for their appointment had slipped slightly from the end of March to the end of May.

· The Air Support Unit was still in existence.

· The GMP undertook more work with Salford City Council than any other local authority to tackle the problem of underage drinking of alcohol.  Actions included surveillance and “sting” operations.  As a result six offending venues had been closed of which two or three might not reopen.  Attention was now being given to dealing with the youngsters.  In many cases the parents of the offending teens did not take a responsible attitude (e.g. were not at home when their children were returned), consideration was, therefore, being given to developing a place of safety for the youngsters or more positive activities.  Liaison was underway with the Youth Service.

· The concerns of the public about the perceived failure to respond to reports of crime were acknowledged.  As a consequence the number of outstanding jobs had been halved to facilitate a better response.

· The nature of offences sometimes necessitated officers being diverted away from their assigned areas.

· Officers were very appreciative of the offer by the Community Committee to try and help with their work and suggested that the development of a dialogue with young people to clarify their needs and of more positive activities would be areas that could be explored.

· Reference was made to the growing problem of violence among young males and officers explained how this was tackled at a local level.  Statistical analysis showed that, as a result of the nighttime economy, Eccles and Monton were the areas most at risk.  As a result the GMP had taken a Zero Tolerance approach and tackled violence at the early stages.  It was considered that this early intervention avoided the problems becoming more serious.  It was possible also that the apparent increase in violent crime was a consequence of changes to the recording of certain incidents.  Thus, domestic violence was now taken more seriously and as a result accounted for 30% of incidents classed as violent crime.


The Chairman concluded the discussion by congratulating the Police Service on the progress achieved and thanking officers for their presentation.

79.
CCTV STRATEGY

Graham Smith, Community Safety Officer, reported that concerns had arisen about a possibility that the building close to Station Road upon which CCTV equipment was located might be demolished.  This was no longer the case but the Committee was asked to consider a proposal for a grant of £12,877.50 to be made available to cover the cost of installing, connecting and maintaining for the first year a CCTV camera and column near to the Late Shop on Bolton Road where there had recently been an armed robbery.


RESOLVED:
THAT the decision of the Budget Sub-Group to support the abovementioned proposal, as outlined in the appendix to Minute 86 below, be endorsed.

80.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 13th February, 2007, be approved as a correct record.

81.
COALFIELD COMMUNITIES CAMPAIGN

Claire Tomkinson, Senior Community Link Officer, submitted a report on the LIVIA Community Engagement Programme which had commenced in December, 2004, and concluded in March, 2007.  The Programme had been developed to achieve the aims of promoting engaged, healthy and attractive communities.


Details were given of the key areas that the programme was originally designed to support, the cost involved and the sources of funding and an assessment made of the level of success.  Other related projects, such as fun/environment days, bulb planting and cleanups as well as a fortnightly Youth Panel had been developed using revenue funding.  The report listed the outputs achieved and indicated the success of the programme in securing funding from the Coalfield Regeneration Trust and other agencies.


The report concluded with an initial assessment of the impact of the programme including (a) reductions in anti-social behaviour and in the perceived fear of crime and re-offending rates, (b) significant increases in the use of local green spaces for recreation purposes, (c) increased involvement of local residents in regeneration activities and (d) an improvement in the perception residents had of their neighbourhood.


The capital project would be handed over to appropriate bodies to ensure ongoing management and maintenance.  Much of the community engagement work would be developed via the LIVIA project.  The community groups would sustain some of the revenue projects.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted and that Ms. Tomkinson report to a future meeting if initial discussions to secure additional funding for a further round of regeneration projects are successful.

82.
NEWLANDS/LIVIA PROJECTS

Lee Dudley of the Forestry Commission gave a verbal update on Newlands/LIVIA Projects (a) expenditure of £2.6M had been achieved in 2006/07 and generated match funding, (b) a play area for the LIVIA should be established by 16th April, 2007, and provision of CCTV equipment to prevent vandalism was being considered, (c) works to the Queensmere Dam were scheduled to be completed by mid April, 2007, and (d) a lease for land at Clifton had been successfully negotiated with United Utilities on 30th March, 2007, and negotiations for land at Prestwich were progressing well.


Members emphasised the high incidence of vandalism in the Clifton area and encouraged the use of secure CCTV cameras on the proposed play area.  They wondered also if such cameras could be linked to the Council’s monitoring system.  Mr. Dudley agreed to check this point and, in response to a request from the Committee, agreed to report to the next meeting on the overall vision of LIVIA to enable an assessment to be made of the level of progress.

83.
ARTS DEVELOPMENT SERVICE

(Previous Minute 68 - 13th February, 2007)


A report by Brian Raymond, Community Arts Officer, was submitted on current projects underway in the area including:

· A project involving local children in the design and production of art work to make the Children’s Centre more welcoming - which had a completion date of May, 2007.

· An application for funding to help the Swinton Car Project participate in the forthcoming Art Car Parade.

· A potential estate wide project for Clifton.

· Early ideas for a project to link the Valley Estate with Victoria Park.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

84.
LOCALITY TEAMS

Simon Hood, North West Locality Manager CSD, gave a presentation on the rationale, purpose and function of Locality Teams.  The Teams had been developed in response to a Goverment Initiative concerned with early intervention and prevention and in line with the Green Paper Every Child Matters.  Nationally there was a range of services available to families with their own discrete referral and assessment mechanisms that could be both confusing and repetitive for service users who were seeking support. The role of the Locality Teams using the Common Assessment Framework was to provide early support before problems became critical.  It was hoped that this would reduce the need for acute services and deliver better outcomes for children and young people.  The Locality Teams would provide a single point of referral and offer a holistic support for children in partnership with a range of service providers. Members of the Locality Team had been drawn from existing staff from the former Social Services and Education Directorates.  It was hoped that, eventually, appropriate staff within the PCT would join the Locality Teams providing a more holistic approach to service delivery  


Members noted that the Locality Team was continuing the concept of partnership working which seemed to have been an informal theme for the meeting as a whole and encouraged Mr. Hood to make contact with school governing bodies.

85.
PRIMARY CARE TRUST - CONSULTATION

Members considered a consultation document developed by the Salford Primary Care Trust (PCT) seeking opinions upon proposals for the future delivery of services which were currently provided by the Trust.


Councillor Cullen pointed out that the possibility of privatising health services was raised by the wording of the question Do you agree that we should go out to open tender if the response from existing clinicians does not meet requirements?  The Committee felt that such action ought not to be considered.


Barry Wilde of SOSCA tabled a note pointing out the difficulty that many residents had experienced in being accepted as an NHS patient by many dentists.  


Since H.M. Government’s intervention on dental charges many dentists seemed to have reduced the number of NHS places available in favour of private health care.  This had resulted in many residents not being registered with a dentist.


The Committee agreed with the points raised by Mr Wilde and urged the PCT to review this situation within the City with a view to attracting more NHS provision in its health area.


RESOLVED:
THAT the abovementioned comments be conveyed to the PCT.

86.
BUDGET SUB-GROUP

The Community Development Worker submitted (a) a schedule containing the recommendations made by the Budget Sub-Group at their meeting on 2nd April, 2007, (b) the Financial Position Statement as at 19th March, 2007, and (c) a letter from Moorside Rangers Football Club expressing their appreciation of the support by the Committee which had helped meet the cost of fees for indoor training.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations made by the Budget Sub-Group at their meeting on 2nd April, 2007, be dealt with as set out in the appendix to these minutes.
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(2) THAT the Financial Position Statement as at 19th March, 2007, be noted.




(3) THAT, the action of the Budget Sub-Group, pursuant to the authority delegated to them in Minute 71 of the meeting held on 13th February,2007, in approving the following grants be noted:

· A grant of £1838.93 to the Salfordian Trust for carpeting.

· A grant of £2330.00 to the Moorside Rangers FC for hall and pitch hire.

87.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The following items were submitted for the information of the Committee:

· Minutes of the SOSCA Steering Group held on 15th March, 2007, and the April issue of the SOSCA news.

· Details of a planning application for a hotel, conference room and leisure facility at the former Buile Hill Mansion and adjoining land along with advice on how to submit comments.  Elected Members present did not take any part in any discussion on this matter so as to preserve their roles as impartial decision makers in any planning application.

· The April issue of the Overview and Scrutiny Newsletter.


Elected Members were critical of an article in the SOSCA news which challenged the Council to clear up an unsightly area of ground running from Folly Lane to Anson Road. They pointed out that the land in question was not owned by the Council and that the criticism should, therefore, have been addressed to the landowner.  Fly tipping of this nature was a significant problem in Salford and a source of frustration to the Council. Mr. Wilde, on behalf of SOSCA, felt that the Association was entitled to challenge the Council but acknowledged that the Environmental Services Directorate had been helpful when contacted.

88.
GOOD NEWS ITEMS

The Committee offered their congratulations to the Environmental Services Directorate and the Friends of Victoria Park in again achieving Green Flag Status for the Park.


Representatives of the Friends of Victoria Park referred to the great success of the Family Day and the Carol Concert that had taken place in the Park.

89.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of the Community Committee be held at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 12th June, 2007.
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APPENDIX TO THE MINUTES OF THE SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE HELD ON 10TH APRIL , 2007: DECISIONS BASED UPON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SWINTON BUDGET GROUP HELD ON 2nd April 2007



		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION

		BUDGET

		COMMENTS

		PREVIOUS GRANTS



		1. Homestart Salford


Refused Jan 07 as Swinton Families deliver a similar service. They have since confirmed they make referrals to Homestart so resubmitting application.

		£5091

		Running Costs

		Approved

		

		Following Nicola Ramsden’s explanation, about referrals, at Community Committee Budget Group decided to revisit the application they had refused and have agreed to now approve.

		None from Swinton



		2. Oakwood Youth Club

		£128

		Greenhouse & Storage for Garden Equipment

		Approved

		

		

		None



		3. Swinton Open Space Community Association

		£751.93

		Festival Costs

		Approved

		

		Budget Group approved this app. And suggested  that applications of this nature could apply up to £1000.

		08.06 Room Hire Newsletter £1558


05.06 Workshops


£500


02.06 Fencing


£1000



		4. 1st Pendlebury Guides (St Augustine’s)

		£898.56

		Community Use Of School

		Approved

		

		

		04.05 School Hire


£898.56


03.04 School Hire


£637.83





		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION

		BUDGET

		COMMENTS

		PREVIOUS GRANTS



		5. Little Rascals

		£1264.65

		Room Hire, Trip & Games




		Part Approved £1090.90

		

		Community Committee doesn’t fund trips that don’t promote education or inspire Swinton residents.

		06.05 Advertising Running costs £885


04.02 Equipment


£300



		6. Lorraine Hall

		£1350

		Sponsorship for Charity Project




		Refused

		

		An individual application that doesn’t


promote education or inspire Swinton residents.

		None



		7. Salford Rangers Team

		£2084

		Picnic in the Park




		Approved

		

		

		07.06 Fun Day


£500


05.05 Event £1180



		8. Friends Of Victoria Park

		£2100

		Band Costs for Concerts




		Approved

		

		

		09.06 Start Up


£500



		9. Beechfield Utd FC

		£2500

		Kits & Equipment




		Part


  Approved


£1250

		

		Only half the group are from Swinton. 

		12.01 Equipment


£927.00


08.00 Equipment


£240



		10. Beechfield Utd          

		£2545

		Coaching, First Aid & Child Protection Courses

		Part   Approved


£1645

		

		Only half the group are from Swinton. Clarification of total cost & numbers of coaches on courses.

		As Above





		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION

		BUDGET

		COMMENTS

		PREVIOUS GRANTS



		11. Swinton Open  Space Community Association




		£6621

		Neighbourhood Park

		Approved

		

		Budget Group fully supported this project and wished them the best.

		08.06 Room Hire Newsletter £1558


05.06 Workshops


£500


02.06 Fencing


 £1000



		12. Swinton   Neighbourhood Team - 18+ Youth Disabilities Group

		£400.53

		Project Start Up Costs

		Approved

		

		

		



		13. Swinton Neighbourhood Team – CCTV Transmitter

		Yr 1 £12877.50


Yr 2 £1537.50


Yr 3 £1597.50

		Installation & Monitoring

		Approved 

		

		Both Installation & on-going monitoring costs

		



		14.  Beechfield &   Folly Lane TARA




		£700.36

		Electricity Installation

		Approved

		

		

		



		15. Salford   Community Leisure


Deferred Jan 07

		£11754.55

		Programme of Activities

		Part Approved


£11329.55

		

		Cost of trip & transport not approved as not educational or inspirational.

		






