Swinton Community Committee - 10th June, 2003


SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
10th June, 2003

Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
8.45 p.m.

PRESENT:
Ward Councillors (Entitled to Vote)


Councillors B.J. Lea and Warner (Pendlebury Ward)



Councillors Antrobus and Hinds (Swinton North Ward)



Councillors Cullen, Daniels and Upton (Swinton South Ward)



Community Representatives (* = Member Entitled to Vote)


Frank Arnold - Beech Farm Residents' Association



Jeanette Ball - Valley Residents' Association



Bill Barton - Swinton Moorside Cricket Club



David Bates - Swinton Moorside Cricket Club



T.H. Bennett - Moorside South Residents' Association



Andrew Connolly - Swinton Open Space



*C.L. Critchley - Moorside South Residents' Association



*Marlene Goode - Phil Snowden Centre



Elizabeth Gray - Older People Forum



Stan Gray - Swinton Catholic Club



Karl Henshall - Parkfield Residents' Association



Pat Higson - Swinton Families



*Louise Jackson - Clifton Over 60s



*Graham Pattinson - Moorside Rangers JFC



*Norman Shacklady - Beech Farm Residents' Association



*Pat Symon - Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury



Debbie Weston - Rugrats Play Group



*Barry C. Wilde - Swinton Open Space



Maureen Wilkinson - Clifton Transport



*Ivor Zott - Wardley Transport Group




Officers and Representatives of Outside Organisations



John Barlow - Salford Primary Care Trust (PCT)




Sandra Cohen - Citizens Advice Bureau




Alison Dalley - Salford PCT




Gary Dewar - Agecroft Fire Station




Brian Elsey - Community Development Worker




Phil Harries - Salford Community Venture




John Heskith - Environmental Services Directorate




Julie McKinnon - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator 

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


RESOLVED:
THAT Norman Shacklady be elected as Chairman of the Swinton Community Committee for 2003/04.

Norman Shacklady - in the Chair

2.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 2003/04

RESOLVED:
THAT the Link Member - Councillor Daniels - be elected as Deputy Chairman of the Swinton Community Committee for 2003/04.

3.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE

RESOLVED:
THAT it be noted that (a) Councillor B.J. Lea has replaced Councillor Eric Burgoyne as a Member of this Committee and (b) David Bates and Barry C. Wilde of, respectively, the Moorside Cricket Club and Swinton Open Space Community Association had joined the Committee.  

4.
DATES OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT meetings of this Committee be held at 7.00 p.m., on the following Tuesdays:


12th August, 2003.


14th October, 2003.


9th December, 2003.


10th February, 2004.


13th April, 2004.

5.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of the Area Co-ordinator, Councillor Dawson and Nicola Ramsden and Christine Sigurnjak.

6.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th April, 2003, were approved as a correct record subject to the addition of Councillor Upton to the list of persons present.

7.
UNITARY DEVELOPMENT PLAN (UDP)

(Previous Minute 101 - 8th April, 2003)


Representatives of Swinton Open Space sought the Committee's support for their objections to the inclusion within the UDP of a clause allowing housing development on the site of the former Swinton Sewage Works.


The Lead Member for Development Services suggested that this would not be appropriate at this stage in the proceedings for revising the UDP and undertook to ensure that, when the time was right, the Committee would be formally consulted on the issue.

8.
LOCATION OF SWINTON LIBRARY

(Previous Minute 96 - 11th February, 2003)


In response to a suggestion from a Member that, during the construction of the LIFT Project (Minute 16 below refers) the best location to which the Swinton Library could be transferred was the former parcel depot at the rear of the Swinton Post Office it was reported that (a) this option had been considered and was not viable and (b) the library would be accommodated in a temporary building on part of the lawned gardens at the Salford Civic Centre.

9.
RADIO REGEN - BROADCAST 25TH TO 27TH APRIL, 2003

(Previous Minute 108 - 8th April, 2003)


It was reported that schools, community groups and voluntary agencies had taken part in the Radio Regen broadcast as well as youngsters and unemployed volunteers who had experienced the technical side of running a radio station.  It was hoped that the successful event would be repeated in 2004.

10.
CLOSURE OF THE POST OFFICE AT 145 MANCHESTER ROAD, SWINTON

(Previous Minute 119 - 8th April, 2003)


It was reported that (a) in spite of the objections made by the Committee and Salford City Council the post office at 145 Manchester Road would close on 18th June, 2003 and (b) the main criterion adopted by the post office was that, after the implementation of any cuts, 95% of their customers should live within one mile of a branch.


A Member suggested that the most effective argument against post office closures was that options such as having pensions paid locally would be lost to the community.  The Lead Member for Development Services confirmed that the Council was proceeding along these lines.  It had entered into an agreement with the post office to use their facilities for the payment of rent/Council Tax on the basis of the network of branches which existed at that time.  A meeting with representatives of the post office was scheduled for 17th June, 2003, and they would be asked to indicate the availability of branches in the Swinton area and how any "gaps" in provision would be filled.

11.
STREET CLEANSING ON RAKE LANE

(Previous Minute 121 - 8th April, 2003)


It was reported that (a) the Director of Environmental Services had been asked to ensure that the street cleansing continued on Rake Lane after its junction with Lumns Lane and (b) the Director of Development Services had agreed to provide a nameplate at the junction to minimise confusion; however as such were ordered in batches of 20 to 30 to keep costs down, it was not possible to give a date when it would be in place.

12.
PILOT RECYCLING INITIATIVE

(Previous Minute 122 - 8th April, 2003)


It was reported that the Director of Environmental Services had responded to the Committee's comments that the lids of the boxes used as part of the Initiative blew away in high winds and that the boxes were too small by indicating that:

· The crew had been instructed to wedge the lids in the boxes at an angle to prevent them being blown away.

· The sides of the box was determined by the need to ensure it could be handled with ease by both the crew and the user; some people would find a larger box difficult to lift.

· The paperchase "white sack" collection service was continuing so paper need not be put in the boxes.

13.
URBAN BUS CHALLENGE

(Previous Minute 122 - 8th April, 2003)

It was reported that the criteria for the UBC had only just been finalised so that it was not yet possible to report on whether the Committee's bid to extend the existing bus service from Clifton junction had been successful.

14.
YOUTH OFFENDER PANELS
Helen James, of the Youth Offending Team (YOT), reported on a new system for dealing with youth offenders aged 10 to 17 years old who had plead guilty and been convicted for the first time.  Such offenders were subject to a referral order lasting between three to twelve months and referred to a Panel which considered the most appropriate course of action.  The Panel comprised two volunteers from the community and a member of the YOT who met with the offender (and where possible the victim) to discuss reasons for the behaviour and any appropriate action. Early results showed that this was a powerful and positive experience for both offender and victim.

RESOLVED:
THAT any community representative interested in volunteering as a Panel member consult the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator on telephone number 794 2778.

14.
THE GREEN DIRECTORY
Arising from an application made to the Budget Sub-Group (the appendix to Minute 19 below refers) for environmental works to areas of the Valley estate which were no longer maintained by the Council the Committee had asked for advice on the Green Directory with regard to:

· The incidence of such areas in Swinton and the relative degree of need.

· Options for action such as transferring maintenance from other areas.

As such information was not available at the meeting Members gave details of their positive and negative experiences of Environmental Services.  It was considered that the cessation of maintenance work had caused a number of problems not directly associated with the environment.  For example drug users tended to congregate in areas which were concealed by overgrowth.  It was felt also that problems such as fly tipping of household waste could have been generated by the introduction of charges for picking up such waste.  Community representatives were critical of the level of support which they received when undertaking clean-up of sites and that, after such action was taken, the absence of a maintenance programme allowed the sites to return to their derelict condition.

Elected Members reported on the circumstances which had resulted in the environmental maintenance being withdrawn from certain areas including financial cut backs and the priority given to education and community and social services in the city.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Director of Environmental Services be requested to provide appropriate information on the Green Directory to the meeting of the Committee scheduled for 12th August, 2003.  

16.
LOCAL IMPROVEMENT FINANCE TRUST (LIFT) PROJECT
Mr. Barlow and his colleagues gave a presentation on the LIFT Project.  This would develop Health and Social Centres at four locations within Salford thereby facilitating the redesign of Hope Hospital and offering residents services at local level.  It was hoped that four more Centres would be developed on a phased basis.

The LIFT Centre in Swinton would be dedicated to diagnostic services and minor surgery and would provide a pharmacy, walk in services, a G.P., facilities for children, community rooms, welfare rights/Citizens Advice Bureau and complementary medicine.  Members welcomed the development but suggested that basing the facilities in the Lancastrian Hall would give rise to traffic congestion and that the former Royal Manchester Children's Hospital would be a more suitable location.  Mr. Barlow reported that sites had been selected on the basis of size, their closeness to the town centre and links to transport.  Traffic issues would be addressed in the planning application which was being developed.

The opinions of the community would be a vital part of the development of the LIFT Project and Mr. Barlow invited residents and Councillors to take part in a Volunteers Group.  Marlene Goode agreed to participate.

RESOLVED:
THAT any Members interested in taking part in the Volunteers Group submit their names via the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator on telephone number 793 2778.

17.
COMMUNITY BONFIRES

RESOLVED:
THAT any community representatives willing to take part in organising a community bonfire to reduce the demand for informal bonfires (and associated problems) contact the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator on telephone number 793 2778.

18.
CITYWIDE GARDENING COMPETITION

RESOLVED:
THAT any community representatives willing to take part in a Panel to judge a citywide gardening competition contact the Neighbourhood Co-ordinator on telephone number 793 2778.

18.
BUDGET SUB-GROUP
Pat Higson and David Bates responded to questions about the applications submitted by Swinton Families and the Swinton Moorside Cricket Club.  Mr. Bates declared an interest in the latter and did not take part in the vote. 

The Chairman emphasised the need for all Members of the Budget Sub-Group to attend its meetings where possible.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the recommendations made by the Budget Sub-Group on 27th May, 2003, be dealt with as set out in the appendix to these minutes.



(2) THAT the Budget Sub-Group for 2003/04 comprise the following and that Christine Sigurnjak be approached to see if she is willing to act as the community representative for the Pendlebury Ward:

Pendlebury Ward - Councillor B.J. Lea.

Swinton North Ward - Councillor Dawson and Norman Shacklady.
 

Swinton South Ward - Councillor Daniels and Mrs. Gray with Marlene Goode as substitute.



(3) THAT the Budget Sub-Group consider setting aside an allocation to pay for start up schemes for community groups.



(4) THAT the Area and Neighbourhood Co-ordinators consider revising the format of the Swinton Community Action Plan so that it more closely resembles a work programme specifying the objectives of the Community Committee and giving particular targets.

20.
SWINTON CHILDREN'S INFORMATION DAY
It was reported that a series of events would be held on 12th June, 2003, on the lawns of the Salford Civic Centre to raise the awareness of children/parents/carers of the activities which were taking place in the area.
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