Swinton Community Committee - 11th October, 2005


SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
Swinton High School

Sefton Road

Pendlebury

11th October, 2005

Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
9.15 p.m.
PRESENT:
Norman Shacklady - Beechfarm Residents' Association - in the Chair

Community Representatives



Frank Arnold - Beechfarm Residents’ Association




Andrew Connolly - Swinton Open Space Community Association




Margaret Hickman - Swinton Action Group




Sandra Hitchcock - Swinton Action Group




Alan Hitchcock - Swinton Action Group




Louise Jackson - Clifton Charity Shop




Dave Kelly - Swinton Action Group




Michelle Lewis - Swinton Action Group




Guy Lisgoe – Clifton Initiative




Brian Johnson - Swinton Action Group




Larraine Mullock - Swinton Action Group




Barry Owen - Swinton Action Group




Graham Pattison - Moorside Rangers JFC




Nicola Ramsden - Swinton Families




Dennis Schofield - Deans Youth Club




Christine Sigurnjak - Transport/Environment




Pat Symon - Parish of Swinton and Pendlebury




Barry C Wilde – Swinton Open Space Community Association 




Ward Councillors



Councillors Maureen Lea and Barry Warner (Pendlebury Ward)




Councillors Derek Antrobus, Jim Dawson and Bill Hinds (Swinton North




Ward)




Councillors Val Burgoyne and Charles McIntyre (Swinton South Ward)


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:




John Biddlestone , Headteacher – The Swinton High School




Tommy Curren - Salford Community Leisure




Matthew Dixon - Salford Primary Care Trust (PCT)




Alan Eastwood - Area Co-ordinator




Steve Gogarty - Urban Vision




Richard Groome - Mast Lift Company




Helen Kelly - Salford PCT




Police Constable Keiley Pinder – Greater Manchester Police 




Claire Pothelthwaite - Salford PCT




Shirley Tims , Deputy Headteacher – The Swinton High School 




Steve Whittaker – Salford PCT 




Pupils and Staff of the Swinton High School were present at the meeting .

40.
THE SWINTON HIGH SCHOOL

The Community Committee met at the Swinton High School - the first specialist college for the  performing arts within Salford.  Members received a tour of the impressive facilities at the school and met with pupils and staff.  The pupils provided a musical background and a dance display in the Swinton Globe - the new performing arts theatre based in the school.

John Biddlestone, Headteacher, welcomed the Committee and outlined the benefits of the school achieving specialist college status which included substantial investment in the building.  Achieving the new status required the school to commit to raising standards across the board and the success of pupils and staff was demonstrated in the best every five A* to C grade results.  This was the fourth year of successive improvement and the third in which the results were the best ever.  Swinton High had achieved also its best ever level of attendance and been judged the second best school in Salford in terms of added value.

As part of the commitment to developing children Swinton High offered an extensive range of clubs and activities as well as a Student Forum to secure pupil participation.  Plans were being formulated for the future development of the school to incorporate a range of social facilities.  This would build upon the success of the school in developing strong positive links with the community in which it was based.

Members were very impressed by the hard work, commitment and talent of the pupils and teachers . They felt that the visit had succeeded in demonstrating the positive achievements of young people which were rarely publicised.

Community representatives reported on the activities of their groups and invited pupils to take part.  Dennis Schofield offered a friendly football match with his team based in Halliwell and Frank Arnold reported on the possible development of a junior crown green bowling team in the Moorside area.  Nicola Ramsden confirmed her support for the future development of the school by outlining the ways in which Swinton Families worked with the school to help the local community.  

The Chairman concluded the visit by thanking the pupils and staff of Swinton High School for their hard work and hospitality during the evening and wished them well for the future.

41.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Cullen and B.J. Lea and David Bates, Toni Camilleri  and Stuart Thompson.

42.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th September, 2005, were approved as a correct record subject to Minute 32 being amended to clarify that Councillor Hinds had expressed appreciation of the hard work of both the Beechfield Residents’ Association and the Friends of Beechfarm in securing drainage improvements to the local playing field.

43.
POLICE ISSUES
Although there were no questions asked about local police issues Police Constable Keiley Pinder reported on her role as a school based police constable at Swinton High School.  As well as dealing with problems of truancy and anti-social behaviour the establishment of the post had helped pupils develop a more positive opinion of the Police Service.

44.
COALFIELD COMMUNITIES CAMPAIGN - STAKEHOLDER MEETING

(Previous Minute 33 - 13th September, 2005)

Christine Sigurnjak and Councillor Warner reported on the issues raised at the stakeholder meeting on 30th September, 2005.  Although little new information had been made available details had been given of legal and funding arrangements.  

45.
OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLING

(Previous Minute 36(2) - 13th September, 2005)

It was reported that the problems caused by off-road motorcycling were now being examined at national level. The Area Co-ordinator would represent the Council at a conference at the City of Manchester Stadium where MPs, the Police Service etc., would examine options including the registration of vehicles.

Councillor Antrobus reiterated his request for a report to the next meeting of the Committee on the issue of motorcycling so as to identify problem areas, the actions being taken by various agencies and any potential action which could be funded by the Community Safety Section of the Chief Executives with a view to determining the level of contribution which might be required from the Community Committee.

46.
PENDLEBURY COYOTES
It was reported that the Area Co-ordinator had arranged for the Pendlebury Coyotes to be allowed to use the Council logo on their uniforms.

47.
THE LIFT PROJECT
Mr. Whittaker gave a presentation on updated proposals for the development of a LIFT project in the Lancastrian Hall, Swinton.  As previously proposed the development would include a GP Practice, a range of community health facilities, a One Stop Shop for City Council services, a modernised library and a cafe and community rooms.  It was, however, now likely that the existing structure would be demolished and a new facility built with access from the shopping centre as well as from the road. The cost of modernising and maintaining the existing structure was comparable  to that of demolishing and building a new one so that the latter was now the preferred option.

The estimated timetable for the process anticipated construction beginning in August, 2006, and the  facility opening in August, 2008.

Whilst Members welcomed the development there were reservations about whether it would attract new health facilities to the area or simply transfer those that were already established within the locality.  It was acknowledged that the latter could apply during the early parts of the process but hoped that, once the project was established, its superior design and facilities would attract new users.   

Members questioned whether the amount of space allocated for community use would be adequate.  Calculation of the space had been based upon forecast of anticipated use and the new facility was intended to offer greater flexibility and more efficient use of the area. The 150 square metres available would be capable of being divided into three separate areas.   It was hoped, therefore, that the facilities would be an improvement upon what was available in the past and that users would not receive an inferior service.

It was confirmed that the managers of the library had been involved in the proposals to replace the existing facilities.

A Member referred to national proposals to reduce the number of PCTs and asked whether this could result in the services at the LIFT Centre being provided by the private sector.  The uncertainty about the situation made it difficult to give a complete response.  As the boundary of the local PCT matched that of the local authority it was hoped that it would not be affected by the proposed changes but that this could not be guaranteed.  It was hoped that the establishment of quality facilities and a stable organisation at the LIFT project would generate a sufficient customer base to make viable the establishment of public providers.

The delays in developing the project did not diminish its status as a flagship scheme.  Although facilities had been opened in other areas the anticipated quality of the Swinton LIFT would demonstrate its status.

Members thanked the representatives of the PCT for their presentation and expressed the hope that an improved and more descriptive title for the project could be established.

48.
THE SWINTON COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN (CAP) 
The Area Co-ordinator reported on the process by which the draft CAP had been developed.  The extensive consultation process had ensured the participation of a wide range of community groups so that the document reflected their concerns.  It was intended to submit the CAPs for all areas to the Cabinet and to Strategic Directors by March, 2006, so as to determine those activities or projects which could be funded from the central budget.  The Community Committee would then be advised of the projects which might have to be funded under the devolved budget.

Members were, therefore, encouraged to submit any final comments on the draft document as a matter of priority.

The Area Co-ordinator reported on the achievements made by the Community Committee based upon past CAPs.

49.
BUDGET SUB-GROUP
The Neighbourhood Manager submitted schedules containing (a) recommendations made by the Budget Sub-Group at their meeting on 27th September, 2005, and (b) the financial position statement as at 20th September, 2005.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the applications for funding be dealt with as set out in the appendix to these minutes.
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(2) THAT the financial position statement as at 20th September, 2005, be noted.

50.
REPORTS FOR INFORMATION

The Community Committee noted reports on the following:

· An extract from the summary of the Inspector’s Report on the Unitary Development Plan indicating that he  had supported the proposed deletion of the allocation of the former Swinton Sewage Treatment Works for a mix of housing and open space and the associated link road through the site and,  although he had not recommended that the site be allocated for recreational use,  this was not discounted from future action.

· Community Justice in Salford - a new initiative to deal with anti-social behaviour.

· Dates and venues where  inoculations against flu could be obtained in the future.

51.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of the Community Committee be held at 


7.00 p.m., on Tuesday, 13th December, 2005.
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SWINTON BUDGET SUB GROUP : 


DECISIONS OF  THE SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE ON 11TH OCTOBER, 2005


		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION

		COMMENTS

		Previous Grants



		1. Moorside Rangers J.F.C

		£2500.00

		New Roof To Clubhouse

		£1500.00

		Future applications can be made, after other funding bodies have been approached.

		18.2.05 £390 Pitch hire, 19.1.05 £2100.00 Course Fees. 10.4.01 £10,000 – Fencing – 18.8.00 - £1800 Lighting



		2.The Salfordian Trust Company Limited

		1106.25

		Security Intercom System

		Approved

		Ordsall/ Irlam & Worsley/ Boothstown Have approved money

		



		3.Swinton Open Space Community Association




		£3109.00

		Erection of fence & Motorbike Barrier

		Information not available yet




		Refused Previously – Now Deferred – Pending information A  representative of the applicant clarified at the Community Committee that the grant was sought not to restrict access by motorcycles but to replace derelict gates and fencing . 

		27.1.04 £1000- Laptop 25.5.04 - £500 – Funday 29.3.05 - £872.80 - Newsletter



		4. Moorside 060’s Club

		£114.17

		Insurance Policy

		Approved

		

		Over 60’s Grants – 20.8.03 £154.24 Insurance



		5. Moorside 060’s Club

		£35..25

		Refreshments

		Approved

		

		As Above



		6.  Moorside 060’s Club

		£200.00

		Christmas Lunch

		Approved

		

		As Above



		Various Monitoring reports Received

		

		

		

		

		





		APPLICANT

		TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT

		PURPOSE




		DECISION 

		COMMENTS

		Previous Grants



		7.Friends of Waterside

		£3254.00

		Building Costs, Labour, Equipment & Plants

		£ 3, 254 as a contribution to the overall cost 

		Since the Budget Sub met it was clarified that the funding was sought to improve the outside of the building including developing a garden 

		None



		8. Groundwork Manchester Salford & Trafford

		£3900.00

		Sessional workshop leaders salaries, materials, publicity material

		Deferred to enable a representative of Groundwork to attend the next meeting of the Community Committee and respond to questions  

		How is the project sustainable, why deliver in Clifton, link to existing facilities.  Why is youth service not delivering activities.  If consulatation has identified projects, why not just get people to deliver them.

		None



		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		

		

		

		

		

		



		Various Monitoring reports Received

		

		

		

		

		






