SWINTON COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
12th October, 2004

Meeting commenced:
7.00 p.m.
"
ended:
8.55 p.m.
PRESENT:
Norman Shacklady (Beech Farm Residents' Association) - in the Chair

Community Representatives

Dave Bates - Moorside Cricket Club


Bob Docherty - Swinton and Pendlebury Anglers



Marlene Goode - Phil Snowden Centre


Louise Jackson - Clifton Charity Shop and Club


Martin O’Neill - Parkfield Residents’ Association


Gordon Purcell - Swinton Open Space Community Association


Nicola Ramsden - Swinton Families/Spurgeons Child Care


Rhona Rothwell - Moorside Bowling Club


Denis Schofield - Deans Youth Club


Barry Wilde - Swinton Open Space Community Association


Ivor Zott - Wardley Transport Group


Ward Councillors

Councillor Warner (Pendlebury Ward)


Councillors Hinds and Dawson (Swinton North Ward)


Councillors Cullen and Daniels (Swinton South Ward)


ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:



Alan Eastwood - Area Co-ordinator



Lynne Slamon - Senior Committee Administrator



Diana Martin - Neighbourhood Management Co-ordinator



Heidi Finlay - Neighbourhood Manager



Tommy Curren - Salford Community Leisure



Brian Elsey - Community Development Worker



Nasima Rahman - Salford Community Network



Angela McLeod - Salford Primary Care Trust



Inspector Julie Hughes
} Greater Manchester Police



PC Mike Doyle

} 



Zoe Whiteside
} Market Support New Prospect Housing Limited



Vicky Ryan

}



Sue Buckley 

} M27 Sports and Community Project



Scott Doherty 
}



Peter Green

}



Stephen Johnson
}



Phillip Hudson
}



Trevor Barton - Leigh and District Sports Partnership fillin "other names" 
42.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors B.J. Lea and McIntyre, Frank Arnold, Toni Camilleri, Graham Patterson, Christine Sigurnjak, Pat Symon and Debbie Weston.

43.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMITTEE

The Chairman welcomed Diana Martin, Neighbourhood Management Co-ordinator, Heidi Finlay, newly appointed Neighbourhood Manager for the Swinton area, Rona Rothwell, new member of the Community Committee representing Moorside Bowling Club and Angela McLeod, Health Improvement Officer for the Swinton area. 


The Committee noted that, following revisions to all boundaries Messrs. Bennett and Critchley of the Moorside South Residents’ Association would in future attend meetings of the Worsley and Boothstown Community Committee.

44.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the meeting held on 10th August, 2004, be approved as a correct record subject to Minute 28(3) being amended to clarify that the Area Co-ordinator be authorised to grant a one-off payment of £500 and an annual grant of £215 for grass cutting and maintenance at the Campbell Road playing fields.  

45.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Publicity Leaflets Clifton Country Park

The Committee were advised that publicity leaflets for the Clifton Country Park and the Wet Earth Colliery were still produced and could be provided if Members wished to suggest a suitable distribution point.


(b)
Application for Green Flag Status - Victoria Park

The Committee were advised that a full report on the application for Green Flag Status for Victoria Park should be available at the next meeting of the Community Committee and noted the information given on action being taken in the interim period in the park.


(c)
Litter Bins and Notices - Campbell Road, Swinton

Barry Wilde reported that litter bins and warning notices to discourage littering at the end of Campbell Road, Swinton, had been provided by the Environmental Services Directorate and asked that his thanks be passed on to those concerned.


(d)
Skateboarding 

Barry Wilde (i) asked for an update to be given in connection with the matter raised at the last meeting regarding problems which could arise when skateboarding took place in residential areas and (ii) suggested that the Council encourage the use of areas such as the car park at the Salford Civic Centre outside of business hours for this purpose.  


Alan Eastwood gave an update on the position regarding skateboarding indicating that -

· There were numerous legal implications associated with the possibility of making  the car park at the Civic Centre available for skateboarding;

· So far action had been taken to prevent skateboarders from using the car parking area;

· Steps were being taken to look at other skateboarding facilities in the City including the Swinton area; and 

· Problems had arisen as previous skateboard facilities provided were not of an adequate level for the use of the skateboarders.


Members discussed the need for an appropriate skateboarding facility to be provided for the youngsters at the end of Campbell Road who just wished to skateboard but lacked   local provision.  Mr. Eastwood indicated that he would take the matter up on behalf of local residents and that he would continue to look at skateboard provision in the area in general and keep the Committee updated.

46.
INDEPENDENT SWINTON SUPPORTERS AND COMMUNITY MUTUAL

Phillip Hudson gave a detailed and informative presentation on the m27 Sports and Community Project whose aim was to work to improve sport, leisure and educational opportunities for people of Swinton, Pendlebury and Clifton and whose vision was to see constructed a proud focal point in the form of a high quality sporting and educational facility within easy reach of all parts of M27 for use by all members of the local community.  


Trevor Barton, Leigh and District Sports Development Partnership, also attended and outlined a similar project undertaken in the Leigh area entitled “The Leigh Sports Village Project”.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the m27 Sports and Community Project, as outlined in the presentation, be welcomed and supported by the Community Committee and that assistance be offered as appropriate to develop the project to the next stage.




(2) THAT Phillip Hudson and Trevor Barton be thanked for attending the meeting and for the presentations given.

47.
NEW GOVERNMENT ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR POLICIES AND 


PROCEDURES CONSULTATION

Zoe Whiteside gave a presentation on the provisions of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003.  Amongst other things the Act established a responsibility for all social landlords to produce policies and procedures by 30th December, 2003.  Landlords would be required also to produce summary leaflets to clarify what tenants and residents could expect.  NPHL and Salford City Council were currently undertaken this work.


NPHL dealt with Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) on Council estates as the Council’s managing agent.  The production of the policies and procedures was the Council’s responsibility as landlord.  Joint work between the two bodies was ongoing and consultation arrangements with tenants, residents and wider stakeholders had been made.  The Act would widen or extend (a) the circumstances under which landlords could seek injunctions against tenants who caused nuisance or annoyance, (b) the categories of people who could be protected so as to include owner occupiers and staff, (c) powers of arrest or to make exclusions where emotional as well as physical harm had been threatened and (d) the factors which the courts must take into account to include the impact of anti-social behaviour upon victims, witnesses and the wider community in all ASB possession cases.


The Act would enable Demoted Tenancy Orders to be made.  If granted this would replace the secure tenancy with a less secure demoted one so that, if further anti-social behaviour occurred, the tenancy could be terminated.  The process would then be akin to the termination of an introductory tenancy.  This was a potentially useful additional tool and an alternative to possession.  To date one such notice had been served in Swinton.


Members discussed the Act with reference being made to -

· the definition of an Anti-Social Behaviour Order, which, as reported by Alan Eastwood, was being interpreted widely by the Courts;

· the current arrangements for dealing with public and private sector housing and the proposal for ‘Joined Up’ Policies and Procedures operated by one team to be in place by December, 2005.


RESOLVED:
THAT the presentation and matters discussed be noted.

48.
SALFORD COMMUNITY RADIO

Councillor Cullen introduced a short report seeking the support of the Committee for the development of the not for profit “Salford Community Radio” community enterprise.


RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendations contained in the report be supported by the Community Committee.

49.
SWINTON COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN CONSULTATION EVENT

Alan Eastwood reported on the Community Action Plan and circulated a report which indicted that -

· the Action Plan was an important document in that it informed expenditure of the Community Committee budget and the direction of services operating within the Swinton area

· in the past the Action Plan had been presented to the Community Committee in order to obtain the views of groups and individuals

· this process had not been as successful as perhaps it could have been and, therefore, it was intended to hold a short consultation exercise at the December Community Committee to determine what was important to Community Committee Members and the groups they represented.


The report set out the Council’s seven pledges.  Alan Eastwood asked (a) all Community Committee representatives to take the ‘seven headings’ to their groups for consideration and (b) the groups to identify local priorities under the headings with a view to an Action Plan being formulated at the meeting to be held on 14th December, 2004.

50.
BUDGET SUB-GROUP

Details of the recommendations of the Budget Sub-Group held on 28th September, 2004, with regard to applications for funding under the devolved and the community use of schools budget were circulated.


Alan Eastwood introduced the report and outlined the applications and reasons for the recommendations in respect of each application.


RESOLVED:
THAT the recommendations of the Budget Sub-Group with regard to projects which might be funded via the Devolved or Community Use of Schools budgets be dealt with as set out in the appendices to these minutes. 

51.
FINANCIAL POSITION STATEMENT

RESOLVED:
THAT the Financial Position Statement as at 21st September, 2004, be noted.

52.
PENDLEBURY COYOTES

RESOLVED:
THAT consideration of this matter be deferred.

53.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION

The Committee noted the items for information circulated regarding (a) living spaces and (b) engaging with democracy.

54.
COMMUNITY ISSUES

(a)
Newlands Project

Bob Docherty asked for information regarding the current position concerning  proposals to extend the dam into the Newlands Project and the involvement of the Groundwork Trust.  Reference was made to the fact that Councillor Burgoyne was a representative on the Groundwork Trust.  


RESOLVED:
THAT Alan Eastwood pursue this matter and respond to Bob Docherty.


(b)
Post Office Closures

Louise Jackson asked what the current position was regarding post office closures and was advised that the consultation period was over and a decision awaited.


(c)
Parkfield Estate

Martin O’Neill referred to the problems with cars being vandalised and bricks thrown at windows on Parkfield Estate.


RESOLVED:
THAT Alan Eastwood refer this matter to the Greater Manchester Police and let Mr. O’Neill know the current position.

55.
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting will be held in a Committee Room at the Salford Civic Centre, Swinton, at 7 p.m., on Tuesday, 14th December, 2004.
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