Item No

SwintonCommunity Committee
Building Schools for the Future Update – December 2007
1.
Purpose

The purpose of the report is to notify and inform the Swinton Community Committee of the latest update on the Building Schools for the Future (BSF) Programme and how this relates to their area.
2.
Government approval

Building Schools for the Future is a new investment programme introduced by the Government to support the transformation of secondary education. The Building Schools for the Future programme provides a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to invest in the educational chances of the children and young people of Salford. 

Our ambition for Building Schools for the Future is to provide the high-quality education provision deserved by the city’s children and young people, develop an attractive environment for teachers and staff to work in whilst providing state-of-the-art facilities for the wider community. 

Salford City Council received approval for its business case to obtain funding for the BSF Programme from the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) on 5 July 2007, based upon its submission made on 28 February 2007. This approval means that more than £150 million is now available to invest in transforming the city's secondary school education. The programme also includes nearly £17 million of investment in computer and communications technology (ICT) for all the city's high schools.

3.
Timescales and proposals
The programme is set to provide five new school buildings and refurbishments for another three schools. 

	School 
	Project 
	Indicative opening dates

	Walkden High 
	New build 
	Spring 2010

	Hope High/Academy
Academy to move to new premises
	
New build 
	Sept 2008 (in existing building)
Sept 2011

	Irlam and Cadishead Community High 
	Refurbishment 
	Spring 2011 

	Moorside High/The Swinton High 
	New build 
	Sept 2011

	All Hallows RC High 
	New build 
	Sept 2011

	St Ambrose Barlow RC High 
	Refurbishment 
	Sept 2012 

	Wentworth High 
	New build 
	Sept 2011 

	St Patrick's RC High 
	Refurbishment 
	Sept 2012

	St George's RC High School 
	Closure 
	


(These dates are kept under review as the programme progresses)
4.
Procurement

The process of selecting a private sector partner for Salford’s BSF programme has commenced. The private sector partner will be selected in open competition under the European Union procurement rules. A notice in the Official Journal of European Union (OJEU), a publication in which contract notices appear to which interested suppliers respond, was issued on 26 September 2007. An information day was held for prospective partners on 12 July at the Lowry and attracted a good number of potential consortia. The process of shortlisting bidders will be completed in January 2008 with the preferred bidder announced in February 2009.
5.
Partnership with Wigan Borough Council

Salford City Council and Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council have agreed to work together to procure a private sector partner to deliver their respective Building Schools for the Future projects. Salford is a Wave 3 authority and Wigan is currently in Wave 11.
An agreement has been entered into between Salford and Wigan which sets out the basis on which the joint procurement of a private sector partner is to be conducted between the two authorities. This agreement will bring together the resources and expertise of the two local authorities whilst developing a more attractive proposal for prospective bidders.

6.
Sample schools
Two schools have been chosen as representative of the type of schools that the selected private sector partner will be likely to deliver. These are Walkden High School and Irlam and Cadishead Community High School. Shortlisted bidders will work with the sample schools as part of the procurement process to develop their designs, and this aspect of the bid will form a significant part of the evaluation process. Staff, governors and pupils will be given the opportunity to identify their needs and aspirations and the community’s voice will also be important in contributing to the design of the buildings. 
7.
School consultations
Some major changes are planned for Salford’s secondary schools over the next few years as part of the BSF programme. Where major changes are proposed (closure, enlargement, relocation) a legally defined school consultation process applies, which includes opportunities for all interested parties to raise comments and objections. These consultations involve staff, the governing body, parents and prospective parents, plus members of the community and other stakeholders.
A number of school consultations have commenced as part of the BSF programme:
Walkden High School - In June 2007, the City Council’s Cabinet approved the publication of the notice to enlarge the premises of Walkden High School from a capacity of 1200 to 1500 pupils, by constructing a replacement school building on its separate playing field site. We anticipate that this notice will be published in the near future.
Hope High School – Consultation regarding the proposal to close Hope High School on 31 August 2009 was carried out earlier this year. The plan was then to open the Academy in the existing Hope High School building from 1 September 2009. However, following discussion with Oasis Community Learning (Academy Sponsor) and the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF), a decision has been made to propose the acceleration of the opening of the Academy.

It is now proposed that Hope High School will close on 31 August 2008, with the Academy opening in the existing Hope High School building from 1 September 2008. The new school building on the Broadway industrial site (Salford Quays) is still anticipated to open in September 2011. The date for the move to the new site has not changed.

The decision to accelerate the programme removes uncertainty about the proposals and provides a clear, positive direction for the future.

The statutory notice for the earlier closure date of 31 August 2008 was published on Thursday 15 November 2007. The publication of the statutory notice is followed by a six week period to raise comments and objections (ends 3 January 2008).
Roman Catholic High Schools - In September 2007, Cabinet approved the commencement of the statutory process to consult on the following proposals for Roman Catholic high schools:
· Close St. George’s RC High School

· Expand St. Ambrose Barlow RC High School from 750 to 900 places and conduct a major refurbishment programme
· Rebuild All Hallows RC High School on a new site in the Pendleton regeneration area.  The school would increase its places from 600 to 750

· Substantially refurbish St. Patrick’s RC High School

The consultation process will run from 1st October to 31st November 2007. Further details on the consultation process can be found at www.salford.gov.uk/schoolconsultation.
8.
Other BSF Schools
The following changes are also being proposed to Salford’s secondary schools as part of the BSF programme:
The Swinton & Moorside High Schools - The proposal to close The Swinton High School and Moorside High School and to replace them with one 1200 place school on the Moorside playing fields, forms part of Phase 2 of the BSF programme. Construction is due to be completed by September 2011.
There is a likelihood that following current and future discussions with the governing bodies of both schools, a consultation process will be initiated in the Spring term. This will involve consultation with the wider community, parents, prospective parents, staff and young people.

Wentworth High School – The construction of a new 900 place school for Wentworth High School is part of Phase 2 of the BSF programme, with the new building scheduled to open September 2011.
9.
Further Information

Further information about the BSF programme can be found on the council’s website: http://www.salford.gov.uk/bsf or by telephoning our BSF enquiry line on 0161 909 6531.
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