'Big Band' Improvements for Victoria Park

Victoria Park in Swinton has seen many improvements over the past year and 2005 trumpets yet more more with the refurbishment of its bandstand starting 10th  January, 2005.

£33,000 has been put aside to bring the Grade II listed Victorian structure back to its former glory by undertaking roof repairs, metalwork renovation and giving it a complete re-paint. An electricity supply will also be provided. The work is scheduled to take eight weeks before the bandstand is then available for use by music and youth groups.

The renewal of the bandstand is just the latest project in a complete park revamp. Over the past 12 months there have been major path repairs, the construction of a car park, new recycling facilities and park signage as well a brand new play area, putting green, multi-use games area and a comprehensive events programme.

Metalwork and railings on the renovated bandstand will be very close to the original design after maintenance staff appealed successfully through local press for people to provide them with old photographs.

Cllr Maureen Lea, Lead Member for the Environment, says: “This is a massively exciting project as it is the only ornate Victorian bandstand in the whole of Salford. The improvements we’ve made to the park, including the forthcoming bandstand refurbishment, were the ones local people told us they wanted to see. It will be great to see the park alive with music once more.” 

Cllr Lea adds: “I am now spearheading the call for volunteers to form a ‘Friends of Victoria Park’ group. As well as giving park users a voice for their ideas it can help bring in funding the council may not have access to. I look forward to hearing from willing Salford residents.”

All the improvements that have been made put it in good stead to become Salford’s first park with Green Flag Award status. This is a benchmark for parks and green spaces across England and Wales, setting standards for management and promoting the value of parks and open spaces as social places.

