LIVIA Progress Report – February 2005

Funding Success

Some of you will already be aware that the council and Groundwork have developed a bid for Coalfield Communities Campaign funding.  This has been successful in securing funding of over £200,000 to match some of the community based projects expected to be developed under LIVIA.  The City Council will be the accountable body for the funding and have asked Groundwork to lead development of the project, building on the community development work they have been doing in Clifton.

The programme will provide additional support staff and funding to help a number of local projects to move forward including: -

· Clifton Resource Centre, 

· Green Gym Development,
· Swinton Car Project,
· Swinton and Pendlebury Anglers,
· Operation Gate It (cctv) and an
· Environmental Improvements programme.
The detail of delivery still needs to be sorted out and advice will be sought from the local Community Committee on how we can best use the funding to secure maximum improvements.

Site Surveys Completed

Ecological Survey - White Young Green have completed the ecological survey.  The report sets out the key wildlife issues in the area, looks at the potential damage that could be caused to sensitive areas and species and it sets out mitigation measures for these.  It also looks at the potential to improve the site through better land management and habitat creation, suggesting how this could be incorporated.

Ground Investigations have also been completed and the full report is expected shortly.  The report will highlight any problems in the top two metres of soil cover that would affect land management, crucial to the ‘pie-crust’ lease agreements that the Forestry Commission want to secure with all land owners.

Extensions

Possible extensions to the original boundary are being considered including Queensmere Lodge and the Clifton/Wardley Moss areas.  If agreements can be reached on inclusion of these areas additional funding would be obtained.

Consultation Work

Report - Groundwork will shortly be publishing the results of the extensive community consultation work that has taken place over the last twelve months.  It will be interesting to see what the key results are in relation to the wishes of the community for the whole LIVIA area, and how this will affect the master plan being developed.  Early findings indicate, perhaps not surprisingly, that people simply want to see the area managed in a better way, with improved access and footpaths, and safer to use.  Some concern was expressed about the impact some of the proposals may have on the local community.  

Quick Wins

A number of relatively small scale projects were completed last year with early funding that had been made available.  These included: -

· Slack Brook – the culvert heads behind the landfill site were improved.  Old culvert heads were exposed at 3m below current ground level demonstrating the effects of silting up that had taken place.  This project should relieve flooding problems on Lumns Lane.

· A number of unauthorised vehicular access controls have been installed.

· 24 tonnes of rubbish have been removed through clean up campaigns.

· Riverbank stabilisation works and footpath improvements near the blue bridge/Forest Bank Prison have been completed.

Securing the Funding?

A number of things still need to be agreed before Newlands funding will be released for the project.  These include lease agreements with key land owners (progressing well), site surveys (final reports due), consultations (progressing well) – so all in all good progress is now being made all round.

The Newlands Programme Management Team have therefore commenced work on the detail of the bid for submission to the Newlands Board and NWDA.  It is hoped that the bid will be ready for submission by May, with significant funding being allocated for the next financial year.  

If successful, early spend will probably be concentrated on improving the general appearance, cleaning the area up, improving footpaths and access, managing the woodlands etc.  It is hoped that this will stimulate more interest, enthusiasm and involvement.

