Urban Bus Challenge 2002

Guidance on Criteria and Arrangements

Eligible Authorities

PTAs

£46m available nationally over 3 years through competition

Capital and revenue expenditure available

Aimed at innovative and/or unconventional solutions to problems of public passenger transport provision in urban areas of economic or social deprivation

Also to assist schemes which may not be innovative per se, offer value for money in the improvement of urban transport by means other than the support of conventional scheduled bus services

Emphasis on:


Flexibility

UBC funding can only be used to support a public passenger transport service and/or any service or facility associated with such a service.  Greater availability and use of demand responsive services and those which entail flexible and innovative working arrangements and use of vehicles.  Could be taxi sharing, taxi buses or service under Sections 19 and 22 of the Transport Act (eg CT)

Solutions tailored to specific local circumstances

Secretary of State to look more favourably at flexible or innovative solutions or those which are tailored to fit a particular set of circumstances, people or places or show clearly how the proposed solution addresses a specific problem.  Could involve new thinking from Local Authorities, bus operators and other partners, including CT, social and healthcare bodies or jointly funded projects with transport providers

Provision of bus services where there are none

Would enhance public transport networks, including connections between public transport modes and provision of new feeder services, eg by CT giving links to conventional services – improving links between poorly served urban areas and networks

Widening access to employment

Las to consider role new bus services can play in widening access to employment opportunities linking disadvantaged communities to areas of employment growth

Capital infrastructure

Scope for improving full range of factors affecting bus use, eg better waiting facilities or passenger information, traffic management schemes that help urban buses

UBC NOT available for

Replacing withdrawn commercial services

Rail or light rail

Fare subsidies, unless part of a bigger innovative package

Content of Bids
Information must include the following:
socio-economic characteristics of area

Reasons for regarding areas as deprived – ref to Indices of Deprivation

Identify wards

Benefits of scheme and sections of community that will benefit

How proposal will contribute to combating social exclusion and deprivation – range of estimates of passengers

Clear evidence of relationship of proposed project to other regeneration projects

Sustainability – exit strategy, including possible funding

Clear objectives of scheme to be shown, together with how measured, monitored and assessed

Environmental impact

Bids to be consistent with LTPs

Relationship of proposals to existing and planned transport provision and degree to which transport providers and community organisations have been consulted and involved

Accessibility 
Needs of mobility impaired must be taken fully into account

Relationship with other community based transport schemes

UBC bids should take account of existing community based transport

Authorities to work closely with CT groups

Take full account of CT schemes, complementing and enhancing them

Consultation

Consult as widely as possible – CT groups, transport operators and bodies promoting initiatives to combat social exclusion

Joint proposals from adjacent authorities resulting in coordinated strategy for transport in areas of urban deprivation are welcomed by the Secretary of State.

