SOSCA (Swinton Open Space Community Association)

Held on 15th March 2007 

Present
Richard Boyer – Environmental Services 

Councillor V Burgoyne – Elected Member

Tommy Curran – Salford Community Leisure 

Elizabeth Dixon – Planning


Ben Greenway – Red Rose Forest

Tracy Jacobs – Neighbourhood Team

Councillor M Lea – Elected Member

Claire Tomkinson – Groundwork

Catherine Walker – Admin Officer, Neighbourhood Team

Barry Wilde – (Chair) SOSCA

Tish Wilkins – SOSCA

	1. Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Councillor Antrobus.
	ACTION

	2. Minutes from the last meeting

The minutes were approved subject to the following amendments;

Page 2 – Item 6, Planning & Evaluation of Project

Paragraph 2 should read: Elizabeth informed the meeting of the timescales for the production of the Land Allocation document that Spatial Planning will be producing.  It was reported that due to resources currently stretched within Planning, the Local Development Scheme (LDS) will details the timeframe for the Land Allocations Document.  Barry Wilde to receive a copy of the Council’s LDS document for reference when it is published (which is likely to be by the end of March 2007).  Elected Members will be informed of its intended publication and copies will be available.

Page 2 – Item 7, Groundwork 

Paragraph 5 should read: Anton led the group through the process of options.  Discussion took place regarding the consultation element, it was suggested that the SOSCA workshops could link in with Groundwork.  It was noted that although the group could remove various projects from the programme which may reduce the cost; the consultation fees would stay the same. 
	

	3. Land Ownership Map for South West of Site.

Elizabeth reported that a copy of the map was available.  It showed that the remaining land identified was not council land.  Catherine to email a copy map of the map – PDF version available.
	CW



	4. Invitation letter to United Utilities

Elizabeth reported that the draft letter to United Utilities had been taken to the Legal Team for advice.  

Elizabeth distributed a copy of the amended version.  It was noted that the letter had been amended slightly to enable to open up discussions with United Utilities.  It was reported that United Utilities have approached the City Council and held a meeting in connection with all redundant sites within the City.  

It was noted that United Utilities had been made aware of the SOSCA group and Barry’s name has been given as a contact.  United Utilities to contact Barry direct.  It was mentioned that United Utilities are aware of the concerns but this may be a start to open up discussions.

Further discussion took place regarding United Utilities attending future SOSCA meetings.  It was reported that confirmation is required from United Utilities regarding the Position Statement.  Councillor Lea raised concerns regarding United Utilities and the possibility of them being reluctant to give the site to City Council.  It was suggested that before discussions are opened SOSCA requires clarification from the Local Development Plan to see whether the land can be developed and also whether the sufficient funds are available to undertake site contamination if the land is contaminated.  Barry reported that United Utilities have previously undertaken a site visit regarding contamination.

Barry agreed to send the letter on behalf of SOSCA to enable to open up un official discussions.  It was agreed that SOSCA need to know the plans from United Utilities and that the following questions are to be answered;

· Are United Utilities to sell the land, if so how much?  

· Are United Utilities to donate the land or develop the land?

It was agreed to leave discussions un official; however suggested that United Utilities may be invited to future meetings.
	ACTION

BW

	5. Planning and Evaluation of Project

Elizabeth reported that she had a brief overlook of the planning issues which relate to the site.  Planning is to wait for the next stage and guidance would be available to the next stage process.  

Planning would start to identify whether the site should be allocated for recreation purposes, during preparation of the Land Allocations Document; however with the Greenspace Strategy SPD this has, in part, already begun.  Elizabeth reported that the housing figures and other pressures and issues have not yet been identified; however it has been established that there is a recreational need in the area, for Strategic Semi-Natural Greenspace provision, which could be met by this site. 

It was reported that the issues need to successfully argue the balance and await an outcome from the base line study/surveys.
	

	6. Groundwork

Claire referred to the memo from Sian Morrow, Scientific Officer at Environmental Protection which pointed out that previous contamination surveys showed no risk to health but there were new guidelines and comparisons had to be made.

Discussion took place regarding the land contamination issues and the costs of investigations.  It was suggested that the group need to re-asses to current guidelines. 

It was reported that a grant application has been put forward for consultation and design.  This would hopefully be approved at Community Committee in April.

Claire informed the meeting that the group may be able to apply for the next round of People’s Millions.  The fund supports projects and capital costs of up to £80k.  The deadline is 17th May 2005 and the funds have to be spent within a year.  It was noted that Beechfarm Residents Association were recently successful and won funds to transfer a community garden.

Groundwork agreed to complete the People’s Millions bid in the name of SOSCA.
	CT



	7. Funding Options – Environmental Services

Richard circulated items of funding sources which were of interest to the group. 

Barry reported that Tina Antall the Community Lottery Officer had made contact with SOSCA.  Barry agreed to contact Tina and invite her to future meetings when necessary.

Discussion took place regarding various funding bodies.  It was noted that the group were too late to apply for the Breathing Spaces fund; however this would be an ideal opportunity if the funding becomes available again this year.

It was agreed that Richard and Claire would meet early May 2007 to decide on what grant to apply for.
	ACTION
BW

RB/CT

	8. Red Rose Forest

Ben Greenway had been invited to the meeting as his new post within Red Rose Forest would require Ben to be working within this area.  A map of the site was shown to Ben.

It was reported that the Red Rose Forest are interested in the woodland area and would work alongside Groundwork to develop the area.  Ben informed the meeting that Red Rose are to develop the Greenspace role within Salford using Market Renewal funds to deal with open land sites within Salford.

In addition to grants, Red Rose would have access to Environmental Trust.  This funding requires groups to spend grants before applying for further funding.

A site visit is to be arranged with Claire, Ben, Richard and Barry.  Barry welcomed Ben to future meetings.  Ben to be included on the mailing list.

It was raised whether the site is part of the Salford West Regeneration.  Elizabeth reported that the “Salford West Regen” document is more of a strategic guidance document.  Elizabeth to confirm.
	BW

CW

ED

	9. SOSCA Community Group Consultation

Barry reported that SOSCA had invited neighbouring Resident Associations to a consultation event.  The following groups were invited; Beechfield/Folly Lane TARA, Moorside South RA, Parkesfield RA and Ellesmere Park RA.  Moorside South and Ellesmere Park attended and support SOSCA in their vision.  
A presentation was given into the SOSCA vision and Groundwork attended with a presentation of similar projects undertaken in Salford.

Ellesmere Park Residents Association had agreed to post a copy of the Vision on their website and both groups were very positive and had asked that a mini version of the presentation be given at their meetings.

Tracy reported that Beechfield/Folly Lane have other commitments and issues at the moment and in the past have been very pro-active in their area.  It was noted that Beechfield/Folly Lane are members of the Swinton Youth Partnership and have been actively involved with consultation with young people in the past.  Barry agreed to report this at SOSCA’s next meeting with other resident groups.  

The Councillors present requested that if Councillors are invited to any meetings, all Ward Councillors should receive an invite.  Barry agreed but pointed out that Councillor O’Neill was invited in his role as the Chair of Parkesfield Residents Association and that he was unaware that he had stepped down as Chair


	ACTION

BW

	10. Any Other Business

Terms of Reference
Tracy distributed the draft Terms of Reference for the group.  Tommy added that Salford Community Leisure required adding to the membership.  It was noted that Red Rose Forest is to also join membership.  The group will agreed the Terms of Reference with the above additions at the next meeting.

Tommy pointed out that consultation with young people is essential in connection with providing sporting activities.  Barry agreed that SOSCA would help support applications when applying for any future funding.

Barry thanked all people present for their attendance and support for SOSCA.

	

	11. Date and Time of Next Meeting

As previously arranged: Thursday 17th May 2007.  To be held at the Civic Centre.
	


