GREEN FLAG AWARD

The Green Flag Award is the national standard for parks and green spaces in England and Wales.  The award scheme began in 1996 as a means of recognising and rewarding the best green spaces in the country.  It was also seen as a way of encouraging others to achieve the same high environmental standards, creating a benchmark of excellence in recreational green areas. As reported at past meetings of the Committee Salford City Council has been seeking to acquire Green flag status for ,amongst others, Victoria Park.  The revival of the park  has been officially recognised and , along with  Blackleach Country Park in Walkden , it has  scooped the city's first two 'Green Flag Awards'.

Once derelict and plagued by graffiti, Victoria Park's newly restored grade 2 listed Victorian bandstand is back to being centrepiece. It has already played host to the Greater Manchester Police Band and there is a whole programme of summer events planned.

The bandstand is just the latest project in a complete park revamp based on improvements local people wanted to see. Over the past 12 months there have been major path repairs, new recycling facilities, a brand new play area, putting green and multi-sports area along with a new dog-free picnic area.

Cllr Maureen Lea, Lead member for the  Environment, says the awards are well deserved: "These two Green Flag awards show our commitment to improving our green spaces. We pride ourselves on our parks and it is encouraging to know their quality is now being nationally recognised. It's a little known fact that 60% of Salford is green space and we're working hard to unlock its potential."
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