Swinton Community Committee 13 September 2005

LIVIA Progress Report

General Progress

Considerable progress has again been made in recent months in relation to a number of key issues outlined below.  

Site Investigation Reports

Environmental Health Officers of the council are currently considering the site investigation reports.  Although no major issues are anticipated there are one or two areas where technical issues about the survey methodology are being queried.  

The site has suffered from a range of industrial uses including manufacturing, landfill, coal mining, etc.  It is therefore important to ensure that this legacy is properly addressed in the development plans for the site.  The main concern is to ensure that health and safety is fully considered in relation to the site becoming a country park with enhanced public access.

Consultation Work

Considerable consultation is still taking place and will continue to do so.  Groundwork are leading on the consultation work on behalf of the Forestry Commission.  The following activities form part of this work, in addition to reporting to this committee:- 

· Regular progress reports are being made to Clifton Initiative;

· Progress is reported to the Coalfield Communities Steering Group, directly involving representatives from the local community. 

· A key Stakeholder event will be held on 30 September in an effort to encourage other landowners, businesses, community groups and partner agencies to get more involved.  Community Committee representation would be welcomed.  

· A plan to engage local businesses has been agreed between FC and Groundwork. 

· The Big Deal community engagement event held on Clifton Green involved a major community clean-up, local tree-planting work etc.

· A community engagement event was held at Queensmere Dam on 27th August.  This event was primarily promoted by Swinton & Pendlebury Angling Club and was attended by over 150 people from many groups.

Master Plan

The LIVIA Design Team are preparing cost estimates for works identified in the aspirational master plan.  This includes work relating to, for example: -

· The improvement of existing recreational routes across the site and creation of new ones;

· Entrances and access points;

· Play areas and recreational facilities;

· Provision and installation of site furniture;

· General land management including planting programmes, restoration works, control of invasive species etc;

· Improvements at water features such as Queensmere Dam etc.

Lease Agreements

It is anticipated that the council will be in a position to determine the land that it agrees to lease to the Forestry Commission in the next few weeks.  The final terms of the lease and any subsequent legal agreements will still need to be finalised.

Once the council has entered into an obligation with the FC relating to this land it should be possible to secure some Newlands funding for this financial year.  However, this may still depend on the submission of the Single Programme Proposal Form (mentioned below).

Negotiations between the Forestry Commission and United Utilities are also believed to be at an advanced stage.  Negotiations with other landowners are still on going, including with Greater Manchester Waste Disposal Authority.

Securing the Newlands Funding

The Newlands Programme Management Team have commenced work on the detailed Single Programme Proposal Form, (SPPF).  This Form is the full bidding document required to be submitted to the North West Development Agency to secure draw down of funding under the Newlands programme.  

It is now hoped that the SPPF will be ready for submission before the end of November.  However, it may be possible to secure agreement to release Newlands delivery funding of almost £200k for this financial year if lease agreements can be entered into (see above) and Forestry Commission and NWDA can agree a short term spending programme, as part of the wider delivery plan.

