Living Spaces

Introduction

Living Spaces is a Government Scheme open to local groups throughout England.  The scheme is managed by Groundwork with support from Urban Parks Forum.  Living Spaces gives people the opportunity to make improvements to open spaces in their neighbourhood. It helps people to change their environment for the better by providing funding, advice and practical support. 

Grants of between £1,000 and £100,000 are available to fund projects that improve community open spaces.  Any kind of outdoor space can be considered for a grant as long as it is:

· open to the public most of the time

· within two miles of a residential area

· not a formal sports pitch. 

Who Can apply

You can apply for a Living Spaces grant if: 

· Your group wants to run a project to improve an area of open space near to where you live 

· Your group is a not-for-profit neighbourhood group

‘Neighbourhood group’ means a group that is already active in a community and that as a connection to a specific place.  

You don’t have to be a registered charity.

Who cannot apply for a Living Spaces grant:

· An individual and not part of a neighbourhood group

· An organisation that is active over a wider area such as a borough, county or region

· A school

· A company which aims to distribute a profit

· A local authority 

· A town or parish council

· Any other public body

Things the grant can fund

Living Spaces grants can be used to support activities such as:

· Improving small local parks or parts of larger parks

· Creating or improving ‘pocket parks’ and community gardens

· Creating or improving play areas or seating areas

· Cleaning up neglected land in residential areas

· Restoring village greens

· Carrying out small planting schemes on verges or on estates

· Creating or improving nature areas or city farms

· Restoring ponds, pathways, gateways or boundaries

Grants can be used to pay for labour and materials or any other goods or services you need to carry out your project. 

Things grants cannot fund

Living Spaces grants cannot be used to pay for:

· The purchase of land

· Renovations to buildings

· Projects involving formal sports pitches

· Improvements to school grounds

· Running costs for your group

· Grants to larger charities or organisations

· Costs incurred before being offered a grant

· Full or part-time paid staff working for your group

· Projects with high on-going maintenance costs – unless you can show how your group will look after the project once the grant has run out.

If you are uncertain about whether or not your project qualifies for support please mention under ‘any other information’ at the end of the application form. 

Other contributions

If you are applying for a Living Spaces grant of up to £5,000 no other contributions are required.  For grants larger than £5,000 it will help your application if you have some other contributions.  For grants over £25,000 other contributions are essential.

These other contributions may be money your group has raised itself or secured from another source, such as from a local company or charity, your local authority or through another Government programme. 

Please note that for larger grants, if you are including money from central Government as part of your other contributions, the grant administrators would not expect this and your Living Spaces grant together to add up to more than 50% of your total project costs. 

What other help is available to groups running projects

If your project is eligible for a grant you will be allocated a local Living Spaces Enabler.  This is a person who has been trained to help think through your project and provide expert advice on how best to carry it out.  Your Living Spaces Enabler will also put you in touch with local organisations who can help ensure your project is a success. 

How to apply

If you have any queries about applying to Living Spaces or would like an application form please contact:

· Tel: 0845 600 3190 (local rate)

· info@living-spaces.org.uk
· Living Spaces

PO Box 2014

Reading

RG4 7XU

Or contact Tina Antal, Funding Officer at Salford City Council:

· Tel: 0161 793 2917


· Tina.antal@salford.gov.uk


· Chief Executives Directorate
Strategy & Resources Section
Salford Civic Centre
Chorley Road
Swinton
M27 5FJ

