
Salford Partnership brings together the communities within the City and agencies which serve the community to promote a better Salford for all.  It works by tackling issues in seven themes, each of which has a city wide Forum to bring together the interested parties. 

The Social Inclusion Forum (SIF) takes the lead within the Salford Partnership of promoting an inclusive city with stronger communities. It brings together people from agencies with people from communities, 4 times a year to share views and experiences and promote work to involve more local people in decision making and tackle poverty.

The meetings are not like other meetings you may attend.  We aim to make them fun and informal, with a minimum of paper to read and presentations to sit through. We want to give everyone an opportunity to contribute, so they we usually work in small groups. We have food and drink, and use a ‘red card’ to stop people talking in jargon we can’t understand. It works well and helps to keep a very wide range of people involved. 

Who comes? We invite 2 people from each community committee and 2 from a range of communities of interest, such as the Older People’s Forum and people from the main agencies, statutory and voluntary, through which the Salford Partnership promotes social inclusion. This is the only place in Salford where all these people can meet together.
What do these people bring to the meetings?

The come with their knowledge and experience of working in communities in the City to involve people and combat poverty. Local people bring views from their geographical or community of interest. Paid staff bring views from their agency. Members share experience and put forward ideas. We all learn from each other about what works and how to make a difference.

What do these people take away from the meetings? More knowledge, contacts and experience, new ideas and enthusiasm.  But not more work to do. We know that volunteers and activists have plenty to do and we don’t want anyone to be put off from attending the SIF. The Social Inclusion Executive, who are paid staff from a range of agencies, with the elected Chair and Deputy of the SIF are responsible for taking actions as a result of the meetings.  

What has the SIF achieved so far? It has given views on what helps to involve people, which is influencing work across the Partnership. It asked for and got feed back from the other Forums about a range of issues of importance to members including on communication, representation and involvement. 

The next meeting needs representatives from your community committee. If you would like to come, talk to your Neighbourhood Co-ordinator.
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Dear Social Inclusion Forum Member
Thanks for coming to the May Social Inclusion Forum meeting. If you were unable to come you’ll be pleased to know that it was well attended and gave us lots of useful ideas about how to develop the Forum, see the list attached.

At the meeting we elected a Chair, and Deputy Chair for the Forum. 
The Chair is Miwanda Bagenda who lives in Broughton, is very active in her community and works for the Salford RAPAR project which helps asylum seekers find their way round the city and get to know local people. 
Mary Rolfe is the Deputy Chair, who lives in the Seedley area, became involved in community activities through her children and the regeneration of her area. She is involved in a wide variety of local activities and works for the regeneration team in Seedley and Langworthy. 
Both of them are elected for a year to this voluntary role. 
We agreed at the meeting that Miwanda and Mary would help plan the Forum meetings, and any others interested in helping are invited to contact Gerry Stone (736 2398). 

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 1st October 2003, 4.45p.m – 7.45p.m at The Broadwalk Training Centre, Belvedere Road, Salford.
Please put the date and time in you diary. We will send you more information nearer the time. 
One thing that everyone who comes from one of the communities of Salford can do is to talk to others from your community about the Social Inclusion Forum. 

· Tell them that this is the place to come to talk to other communities and agencies about how to improve our City.
· Explain that the meetings are informal and fun where everyone’s contribution is valued. 
· We are particularly keen that community committees are well represented. Ask at your community committee who goes, and make sure someone does.
· Ask them to come. 
If you want help with this talk to Gerry (see above)
I look forward to seeing you on October 1st
Yours sincerely 
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Diana Martin 
Social Inclusion Co-ordinator
PS. If you left a medium sized Air Force Blue Jumper at the May meeting, we have it.  Please contact Gemma Singleton 793 3442 to arrange collection. 
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