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The School Based Police Officer at Swinton High School
The School Based Police Officer has been in place at The Swinton High School since 5th July 2004.

During the first year the role of the SBPO was to develop relationships within the school and the wider community. This was achieved by starting a gardening club, which allowed the young people to work along side the SBPO in an attempt to make a difference with the school community. Included in this programme, young people with the SBPO would go out into the community and do weekly litters pick. This project was greatly received and all of the students were pupils from the school who were on a part time timetable for disruptive and anti social behavior.

During this period the group were taken to the Police Museum in Manchester and rewarded for their hard work and at Christmas they were all taken for a pub lunch in the local area.

One of the main roles of the SBPO is to promote a safe environment for young people to study, this is achieved with the SBPO working on site and being present during the school core hours Monday to Friday. The SBPO does class inputs on Drug Misuse and Street Crime. These lessons are rolled out to all the year 8, 9 and 10 students. The SBPO also deals with all reports of crime whether low level anti social behaviour or more serious incidents, which might have been committed within the local community. The SBPO works closely with the CBO office and during the school holidays works within their shift pattern, tackling drink and nuisance related crime. This has been very beneficial for the SBPO as the young people take ownership of their SBPO and is always happy to stop and talk to the officer even when they are on their own territory.

Within the school day the SBPO takes an active role in partnership work, regularly taking part in family action meetings and conference meetings with social services. The benefits of this role enable the SBPO to establish working relationships with other colleagues and this gives continuity to the young people and any support that they might require.

As an operational police officer the SBPO is still pressured to achieve 4 sanction detections a month, and at times is away from the school dealing with operational duties to complete this task.
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