STANDARDS COMMITTEE
2nd December, 2002

Meeting commenced:
1.30 p.m.
"
ended:
2.55 p.m.
PRESENT:
Mr. D. Compston - in the Chair

Councillors Antrobus, Boyd, Pennington and Smyth
INDEPENDENT MEMBERS:


Mr. B. Dunn and Mr. T. Flynn

14.
APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE

An apology for absence was submitted on behalf of Councillor Garrido.

15.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September, 2002, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

16.
MATTERS ARISING
Local Investigation and Determination of Misconduct Allegations -

DTLR Consultation Paper


(Previous Minute 8 - 2nd September, 2002

The Head of Law and Administration confirmed that a response had been submitted to the Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR) detailing the comments of the Committee which had been made at the meeting held on 13th June, 2002, with regard to the consultation paper on proposals for the framework within which allegations heard by the ethical standards officers of local authorities, could be investigated and determined.  He continued by advising the Committee that as yet no feedback had been received on these comments.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

17.
PUBLICATION OF PARTY POLITICAL INFORMATION ON


THE CITY COUNCIL'S WEBSITE


(Previous Minute 9 - 2nd September, 2002)

Councillor Antrobus referred to the discussion which had taken place at the previous meeting with regard to the publication of party political information on the City Council's website, and the subsequent conclusion which had been drawn, that this be restricted 

to that which was factual and not subjective.  He again reiterated his view that such a policy was too cautious and restricted natural political debate which was supposed to be promoted through the introduction of E-Government.  He went on to suggest that the type of information that he proposed all Members could publish on the City Council's website, was only that type of comment or view which was currently voiced within public meetings of the Council.

David Compston commented that in view of this there was perhaps a need to draw up some guidelines as to what information was regarded as being acceptable for publication on the website, so this was restricted to that which was factual, and related to debate which had occurred within City Council meetings.  He added that once these draft guidelines had been drawn up, it would be possible to gauge whether the enforcement of such a policy would be practical.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Head of Law and Administration be requested to draft guidelines with regard to the publication on the City Council's website of party political debate raised within the meetings of the City Council which are open to the public, and submit them to a future meeting of the Committee.

18.
STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND - BULLETIN
Submitted the Standards Board for England September, 2002 Bulletin, which provided a summary of their recent activities.


RESOLVED:
THAT future Standards Board for England Bulletins be included on the agendas of future meetings of the Committee.

19.
REGULATION 66
The Head of Law and Administration reported that the Standards Board for England, following a realisation that the vast majority of complaints referred to them were trivial, had indicated it proposed to raise the threshold with regard to what matters required to proceed to investigation.  He continued by saying that as a consequence of this guidance needed to be provided as to what powers were available to this, and other Standards Committee, particularly in relation the provision to investigatory powers which were currently not available.

David Compston said that the Committee needed to raise its concerns with regard to these matters, and possibly look at submitting a paper to the Annual Standards Committee Conference to be held in June, 2003.  The Head of Law and Administration suggested that it was perhaps better to await the publication of the recommendations with regard to Regulation 66 which were imminent, and give further consideration to the matter at the next meeting of the Committee.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted and that further consideration be given to it at the meeting of the Committee to be held on Monday, 3rd March, 2003.

20.
SALFORD PEOPLE

The Head of Law and Administration submitted a copy of an article which had been published in the November edition of Salford People which detailed the work and objectives of the Standards Committee.  

Members of the Committee thanked both the Chairman and the Head of Law and Administration for preparing the article, which they felt was important in promoting the Committee's aims and objectives.

21.
CODE OF CONDUCT FOR ELECTED MEMBERS AND OFFICERS DEALING WITH PLANNING MATTERS

The Head of Law and Administration submitted a revised Code of Conduct with regard to Elected Members and officers dealing with planning matters.  He sought Members comments on the document, as well as approval in principle to it forming part of the City Council's existing Code of Conduct for Members.

Councillor Derek Antrobus sought confirmation that procedural guidelines with regard to conduct of meetings were available both to Councillors and members of the public, meetings of the Planning and Transportation Regulatory Panel.

Councillor Bernard Pennington referred to paragraph 3.6(3j) which stated the need for all Members to declare any gifts or hospitality over the value of £25, and suggested that no gifts or hospitality should be accepted whatever their value.  The Head of Law and Administration replied that the need to declare gifts in excess of £25 was in accordance with the National Code of Conduct, to which the City Council had signed up, however there was possibly a need to re-examine it specifically with regard to Members dealing with planning applications.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the draft Code of Conduct for Elected Members and officers dealing with planning matters be approved subject to the following amendment to paragraph 3.6(3j); and that it be included within the existing City Council's Code of Conduct for Members:-

'Members shall not accept gifts or hospitality.  Any Members offered or receiving any gifts or hospitality in their capacity as members, shall declare it in accordance with the Code of Conduct for Members'.



(2) THAT any further comments with regard to the draft Code of Conduct as now submitted be submitted to the Head of Law and Administration by no later than Friday, 13th December, 2002.

22.
MONITORING OFFICER/151 OFFICER PROTOCOL
The Head of Law and Administration provided a brief update with regard to his role as Monitoring Officer.


RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

23.
STANDARDS COMMITTEE WORKPLAN 2002/03
The Head of Law and Administration submitted the workplan for the municipal year 2002/03.  He made particular reference to the item concerning procedures for reporting Ombudsman and whistle blowing cases to the Committee, and reported that currently such cases were referred to the relevant Scrutiny Committee, as well as directly to the appropriate Director.  Members agreed that such measures for the reporting of this type of case were sufficient, and it was therefore unnecessary for them to also come to this Committee.

Councillor Derek Antrobus referred to the decision of the Committee made at the meeting held on 2nd September, 2002, to produce an annual report detailing the activities of the Committee, possibly published in conjunction with the annual report on Corporate Governance prepared by the Director of Corporate Services, and asked that this also be included within the workplan.

RESOLVED:
THAT the Committee's workplan 2002/03, subject to the amendments detailed above, be noted.

24.
INDEPENDENT MEMBERS
The Head of Law and Administration referred to arrangements which had been made by Wigan Metropolitan Borough Council, for a briefing session for all Independent Members of the Standards Committees throughout Greater Manchester.  Brian Dunn confirmed that such an approach had been made, and that the proposed session would be held early in the new year.  He said primarily he felt that the purpose of the event was to provide training for Independent Members, though this was perhaps superfluous in the case of Independent Members of this Committee, as Salford's Standards Committee was now well established and further advanced in its activities than other similar Committees within Greater Manchester.

25.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded for the following item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

26.
BREACH OF THE MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT

(Previous Minute 5(2) - 13th June, 2002)


David Compston referred to an alleged breach of the Members Code of Conduct which had been considered by the Committee at their meeting held on 13th June, 2002, where a number of recommendations had been made which had been subsequently endorsed by the City Council.  He asked whether these recommendations had now been 


implemented.  The Head of Law and Administration confirmed that the recommendations of the Committee had been endorsed by the City Council at their meeting held on 17th July, 2002, but as yet had still to be implemented.


RESOLVED:
THAT the City Council be informed of the Committee's concerns with regard to recommendations with regard to a breach of the Members Code of Conduct were adopted by them on 17th July, 2002, had yet to be implemented; and that they ensure that every effort is made to ensure that the recommendations are implemented at the earliest opportunity.
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