STANDARDS COMMITTEE
6th June, 2005

Meeting commenced:
2.30 p.m.
"
ended:
3.55 p.m.
PRESENT:
Councillors E. Burgoyne, K. Garrido, Joe Murphy and Pennington

Independent Members



Mr. Bottomley and Mr. Dunn

1.
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN 2005/06

RESOLVED:
THAT Mr. Brian Dunn be appointed as Chairman of the Committee for the municipal year 2005/06.

(Mr. Dunn - in the Chair)

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Norman Owen and Mrs. Jackie Flynn.

3.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 7th March, 2005, were agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

4.
STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND BULLETIN
Submitted the Standards Board for England Bulletin Issues 23 and 24, on which consideration was given to the following key issues:-

· Code Review Consultation - The Monitoring Officer indicated that the City Council response to the review had now been submitted.

· Conducting local investigations.

· Graham Committee findings - The Chairman expressed concerns that one of the main recommendations was that Standards Committee should become apolitical with a membership comprising solely of Independent Members, and no Councillors.  A number of Members on the Committee shared the concerns of the Chairman with regard to this proposal.

· Ethical Governance Toolkit being developed by the Audit Commission in conjunction with the Standards Board for England, and the Improvement and Development Agency.  The Chairman commented that he felt the toolkit, which included an audit, a self-assessment survey manager workshop was an excessive measure, which would have a negative impact on the relationship between Standards Committees and their respective City Councils.

· Publication by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister of proposals for reinvigorating the participation in local government, and improving local authority performance in delivering key services.  Councillor Bernard Pennington commented that he felt the proposals had not been properly thought out, and would be impractical to introduce.  

5.
LOCAL DETERMINATION TRAINING FOR MEMBERS
The Monitoring Officer suggested that it would be of benefit in arranging a training session, including a mock hearing, for Members, possibly in conjunction with Members of the Standards Committee for the Greater Manchester Police Authority.  

RESOLVED:
THAT the suggestion of training for Members with regard to local determinations be welcomed; and that the Monitoring Officer be requested to make the necessary arrangements.

6.
CRIMINAL RECORD BUREAU DISCLOSURE NOTICES
The Head of Personnel Services submitted a report which provided an overview of the role of the Council and the Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) carrying out disclosure checks on all Members before making safe appointments to regulatory positions dealing with children, and other vulnerable service users.  Dave Burgess of the Chief Executives Directorate (Personnel and Performance) also attended the meeting to provide Members with background to the disclosure checks, and provide further information on the issues contained within the report. 

The Chairman commented that although it was not strictly necessary, as a gesture of good will, it would be beneficial if the Committee’s Independent Standards Members submitted themselves to the disclosure checks, as was required by all Elected Members.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

7.
STANDARDS BOARD ROADSHOW
The Monitoring Officer provided details of the Standards Board’s Roadshow which had been held in Manchester on 24th May, 2005.  He commented that a number of issues had been raised by delegates, though an area of concern remained the declaration of interest in relation to consideration of planning applications.

RESOLVED:
THAT the matter be noted.

8.
FOURTH ASSEMBLY OF STANDARDS COMMITTEES

(Previous Minute 22(2) - 7th March, 2005)

The Monitoring Officer reported that at the previous meeting the Chairman and Les Bottomley had been appointed to attend the Fourth Annual Assembly of Standards Committees to be held in Birmingham on 5th to 6th of September, 2005, unfortunately the latter was now unable to attend due to another commitment, and a substitute was sought.

RESOLVED:
THAT Councillor Joe Murphy be appointed to attend the Fourth Annual Assembly of Standards Committees to be held in Birmingham.

9.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business detailed in Minute 10 below, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as specified in paragraph 1 of schedule 12A to the Act.

10.
MEMBERS’ CODE OF CONDUCT
The Monitoring Officer reported on two matters from the Standards Board for England, with regard to two separate alleged breaches of the Members’ Code of Conduct, which had been forwarded to them for consideration.


RESOLVED:
THAT the response of the Standards Board for England be noted.

11.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

RESOLVED:
THAT approval be given to meetings of the Committee for the municipal year 2005/06 being held on the following dates, all to commence at 1.00 p.m., and be held at Salford Civic Centre:-

· Monday, 3rd October, 2005.

· Monday, 5th December, 2005.

· Monday, 6th March, 2006.
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