STANDARDS COMMITTEE
7th March, 2005

Meeting commenced:
1.30 p.m.
"
ended:
3.25 p.m.
PRESENT:
Mr. Dunn - in the Chair

Councillor K. Garrido

INDEPENDENT MEMBERS:



Mr. Bottomley and Mrs. Flynn

14.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Joe Murphy, Pennington and Eric Burgoyne.

15.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th September, 2004, subject to Minute 4 (Pat Mulvenna) being amended to read that Pat Mulvenna had been appointed a chair of the Adjudication Panel for England, as opposed to the chair.

16.
LOCAL AUTHORITIES (INDEMNITIES FOR MEMBERS AND OFFICERS) ORDER 2004

(Previous Minute 6 - 6th September, 2004)


The Monitoring Officer indicated that a report on this issue would be submitted at a future meeting of City Council.  He said he would continue to keep the Committee fully appraised of developments.

17.
STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND BULLETINS

Submitted the Standards Board for England Bulletin issue 21 and 22.


RESOLVED:
THAT the Bulletins detailed above be noted.

18.
CODE OF CONDUCT : REGISTERING OF INTERESTS AND FREEMASONRY - REVISED ADVICE

Submitted advice received from the Standards Board for England with regard to the issue of Freemasons under the code of conduct, and whether or not, they should register membership of their masonic lodge on the public register of interests.  The Monitoring Officer added that the information had been circulated to all Members of the City Council.


RESOLVED:
THAT the advice be noted.

19.
‘A CODE FOR THE FUTURE’ - REVIEW OF CODE OF CONDUCT

Submitted a consultation document recently received from the Standards Board for England with regard to a review of the Code of Conduct they had been asked to undertake by Nick Raynsford, the Minister of State for Local and Regional Government.


The Monitoring Officer indicated that he and his colleagues from the other Greater Manchester local authorities were currently preparing a response to the consultation document.  He suggested it would be beneficial if the Committee considered this first before making their own response.


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the consultation document on the review of the Code of Conduct be noted.




(2) THAT as soon as it becomes available, the response of the Monitoring Officers for the Greater Manchester local authorities to the document detailed in (1) above, be circulated to all Members of this Committee and the Council, so as to enable the preparation of a formal response on behalf of the City Council.

20.
CASE REVIEW NO. 2

This item was withdrawn for consideration.

21.
THIRD ASSEMBLY OF STANDARDS COMMITTEES

The Monitoring Officer provided feedback on the Third Assembly of Standards Committee which had been held in Birmingham on 13th and 14th September, 2004.


RESOLVED:
THAT the information be noted.

22.
STANDARDS BOARD FOR ENGLAND - FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Submitted details of the following events organised by the Standards Board for England:-

· Roadshow, Manchester - 24th May, 2005

· Fourth Annual Assembly of Standards Committees, Birmingham - 5th to 6th September, 2005


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT Mr. Les Bottomley and Councillor Karen Garrido be appointed to attend the Roadshow to be held in Manchester.




(2) THAT Mr. Brian Dunn and Mr. Les Bottomley be appointed to attend the Fourth Annual Assembly of Standards Committees to be held in Birmingham.

23.
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT, under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded for the following item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of information as specified in Paragraph 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.

24.
MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT

The Monitoring Officer submitted a response from the Standards Board for England with regard to three separate alleged breaches of the Members Code of Conduct, which had been forwarded to them for consideration.


RESOLVED:
THAT the response of the Standards Board for England be noted.
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