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The Monitoring Officer

	Who is the City Council’s Monitoring Officer?
	Alan R. Eastwood,

Deputy Director of Customer & Support Services and City Solicitor



	Contact details are :
	Tel: No: (0161) 793 3000

Tax No: (01661) 728 1902

E-Mail : alan.eastwood@salford.gov.uk

	
	


The Role of the Monitoring Officer

The Monitoring Officer needs to be aware of the potential conflicts involved in advising the Standards Committee and advising Members and any Sub-Committee of the Standards Committee.

Advising the Standards Committee

It is important that Standards Committees receive high quality, independent advice.  The Standards Board for England, therefore, recommends that a Monitoring Officer should be the advisor to the Standards Committee, unless they have an interest in the matter that prevents them from performing this role independently.  If this situation arises a Monitoring Officer should arrange for another appropriately qualified officer to advise the Standards Committee.

In advising the Standards Committee, the Monitoring Officer or his deputy or other legal advisor should :

· Make sure that Members of the Standards Committee understand their powers and procedures.

· Make sure that the determination procedure is fair and will allow the allegations to be dealt with as efficiently and as effectively as possible.

· Make sure that the Member about who the allegation is made about understands the procedures the Standards Committee will follow.

· Provide advice to the Standards Committee during the hearing and their determination.

· Help the Standards Committee produce a written decision and a summary decision.

Advising Members

Monitoring Officers play an important role in advising their Members on a day-to-day basis.  In performing this role, Monitoring Officers need to be aware of the potential conflict that can arise, as these conflicts could prevent them from advising the Standards Committee at a later stage.

However, conflicts of interest are not likely to arise simply from informal discussion with Members and the Monitoring Officer.

The Standards Board for England recommends that Monitoring Officers consider other methods in order to reduce the likelihood of such conflicts, including :

· Arranging for another officer to advise Members; or

· Continuing to advise Members, identifying possible scenarios that may lead to conflicts, and reassuring themselves that if their advice could be material to the investigation, they have another appropriately experienced officer who is prepared to support the Standards Committee in its hearings and deliberations.

THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

The Contact Officer

	Contact Officer
	Mike Relph

Senior Committee Officer

Law and Administration Division



	Contact details are :
	Tel: No: (0161) 793 3013

Tax No: (01661) 728 1902

E-Mail : mike.relph@salford.gov.uk

	
	


What is the Standards Committee?

Under Section 53 of the Local Government Act 2000, the City Council must set up a Standards Committee.

The Standards Committee has seven statutory functions – it must :

1. Give the Council advice on adopting a local Code of Conduct

2. Monitor the effectiveness of the Code

3. Train Members on the Code, or arrange for such training

4. Promote and maintain a high standard of conduct for Members

5. Help Members to follow the Code of Conduct

6. Deal with applications for dispensations

7. Deal with determinations at a local level

Who is on the Standards Committee?

	Members
	Councillor Eric Burgoyne
	Little Hulton

	 
	Councillor Karen Garrido
	Worsley

	 
	Councillor Joe Murphy
	Irwell Riverside

	 
	Councillor Norman Owen
	Claremont

	 
	Councillor Bill Pennington
	Walkden North

	 

	Co-opted Members
	Mr. Leslie Bottomley 
Mrs. Jackie Flynn 
Mr. Brian Dunn - Chairman 


Total number of members: 5 + 3 independents

How is the conduct of Councillors regulated?

Each Local Authority has a Code of Conduct that sets the rules governing its Members.

Within two months of being elected Members must sign up to the Local Authority’s Code of Conduct.  This includes all Elected Members, Co-opted Members and Independent Members.

Members must also sign a Declaration of Interest form and declare interests when they attend meetings.  This is a public register and can be viewed by contacting the Members’ Services Unit –

	Contact
	Telephone 

Number


	E-Mail 

	Cathy Pickup, Principal Officer
	(0161) 793 3064
	Cathy.pickup@salford.gov.uk

	Chris Ravenscroft, Members’


Services Officer
	(0161) 793 3030
	Chris.ravenscroft@salford.gov.uk

	Elaine Watts, Members’ Services


Officer
	(0161) 793 3059
	Elaine.watts@salford.gov.uk

	Cynthia Bennett, Word Processor/


Clerical Officer
	(0161) 703 3094
	Cynthia.Bennett@salford.gov.uk

	Main Fax Line
	(0161) 793 3043
	


The Standards Committee can monitor the effectiveness of the Code.  Where it is considered it has been breached, and a referral received from the Standards Board for England, it considers whether the allegation is founded and sets sanctions ranging from “no further action” to “suspension”.  
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