STANDARDS COMMITTEE
1st December, 2008

Meeting commenced:
1.00 p.m.
"
ended:
1.55 p.m.
PRESENT:
Mr. Les Bottomley - in the Chair


Councillors Heywood, Joe Murphy, Pennington and Potter

Anthony Rich - City Solicitor and Monitoring Officer

Lynne Slamon - Senior Committee Administrator

21.
WELCOME TO MRS. ANNE ROBERTS

The Chair welcomed Mrs. Anne Roberts, newly appointed Independent Member, to her first meeting of the Standards Committee. 


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the appointment of Mrs. Roberts be welcomed.



(2) THAT Mrs. Roberts be appointed as a Member to serve, as appropriate, on the Standards (Initial Assessment) Sub-Committee and the Appeals and Review Sub-Committee.
22.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Eric Burgoyne, Karen Garrido, Gray and Owen and Ms. Jackie Flynn.
23.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

24.
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 1st September, 2008, were approved as a correct record, subject to the inclusion of the apologies of Mr. Les Bottomley.  
25.
APPOINTMENTS TO THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

The Monitoring Officer submitted a report indicating that:-

>
At the Council Meeting held on 19th November 2008 the Council confirmed he appointment of Mr. Les Bottomley as Chair of the Committee and Ms. Jackie Flynn as Deputy Chair to serve in those roles until the end of the municipal year 2011/12.
>
At the same meeting Council resolved to appoint Mrs. Anne Roberts to 
serve on the Standards Committee as an Independent Member until the end 


of the municipal year 2011/12.

>
The appointments panel comprising the Chair and Deputy Chair would be 


recommending to the January meeting of Council the appointment of Mr. 


Denis Tighe and Mr. John Place to the Standards Committee to serve until 


the end of the municipal year 2011/12.

>
These appointments bring the Standards Committee back within the 
mandatory minima for independent members with effect from November and 

up to the full establishment of 5 independent members and 8 councillors 

with effect from January 2009.   The Standards Board for England have 

been kept informed.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

26.
TRAINING FOR MEMBERS

RESOLVED:
THAT proposals for training to be arranged for Members of the Standards Committee be supported; and that provisional dates be emailed to all Members.

27.
STANDARDS CONFERENCE
The Chair and Monitoring Officer reported on the Standards Conference held on 13th and 14th October, 2008.   They referred in particular to discussions regarding the conduct of investigations, the code of conduct for Members and Officers, increasing mutual support between Authorities and communicating with Committees.
RESOLVED:
THAT the report given be noted.
28.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE

The Monitoring Officer submitted a draft Annual report of the Standards Committee which indicated that during 2008 the Standards Committee had been meeting on a quarterly basis and its principle activities had been:

· Recruiting new Members, especially Independent Members, to enable it to deliver the new local managed standards regime.
· Instituting the Local Standards Framework by establishing Initial Assessment and Appeal Sub-Committees.

· Undertaking the case work dealing with alleged breaches of the Code of Conduct by Members.

· Delivering training to Members on the Code of Conduct and the Local Standards Framework.

· Making representations in response to government consultation on proposed revisions to the Members' Code of Conduct and institution of a proposed Code of Conduct for Officers.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be approved for submission to the Council meeting; and that the Chair and Monitoring Officer be authorised to finalise any necessary amendments to the report.

29.
H.M. GOVERNMENT'S CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE MEMBERS' CODE OF CONDUCT AND A PROPOSED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR OFFICERS
The Monitoring Officer submitted a report indicating that (a) the Department for Communities and Local Government was consulting on possible changes to the Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members and a new Code of Conduct for Local Authority Employees.   (The definition of local authorities included police authorities), (b) containing details of the consultation and (c) inviting the Standards Committee to consider the questions asked and consider the answers it wished to give, delegating completion of a formal response to the City Solicitor in conjunction with the Chair of Standards Committee in order to allow representatives to be submitted to HM Government by the close of the consultation on 24th December 2008.

Members discussed the consultation document and made the following comments - 

Q2
Reference to the definition of a criminal offence was not sufficiently wide and it should 'include police cautions'.



Members felt that the Standards Board should give official guidance on those offences which would ordinarily be included.


Q13
The adoption of the Nolan Principles - reference should be included as to 



where to find out what the principles were.


Q14
Already have a Code.    Code being optional was noted.


RESOLVED:
THAT the suggested response and comments be forwarded to H.M. Government.

30.
DATE AND TME OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting be held on Monday 2nd March, 2009, at
1.00 p.m. in a committee room at the Salford Civic Centre, Swinton.

31. 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
THAT under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting from the following item of business on the ground that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information specified in paragraphs 1, 2  and 7(a) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.
32.
ALLEGATION OF A BREACH OF THE MEMBERS' CODE OF CONDUCT (CASE 08,01)
RESOLVED:
THAT a Standards (Initial Assessment) Sub Committee, comprising Mr. Les Bottomley, Mrs. Anne Roberts, Councillors Heywood and Joe Murphy be appointed to meet at the rising of this meeting to consider this matter.
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