SUSTAINABLE REGENERATION SCRUTINY COMMITTEE







6th February, 2012 








Meeting commenced: 2.05 p.m.









          “ ended:  5.45 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councillor Dawson – in the Chair



Councillors Drake, R. Garrido, Humphreys, Jolley, Lindley, Ord, Rochford,

Stone and G. Wilson

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:



Councillor Antrobus – Lead Member for Planning



Councillor McIntyre – Executive Support Member



Paul Walker – Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration



Chris Findley – Assistant Director, Planning & Transport Futures



Rob Pickering – Assistant Director, Economic Futures

David Evans – Head of Physical Regeneration



Dan Welsh – Planning Officer, Physical Regeneration



Steven Lee –  Director of Engineering, Urban Vision 



Alison Burnett – Senior Joint Commissioning Manager



David Timperley – Joint Commissioning Manager



Claire Edwards – Democratic Services

1. 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9TH JANUARY, 2012 

The minutes of the above meeting were agreed as a correct record.
It was agreed that an Action Sheet detailing outstanding matters from previous minutes would be considered at future meetings.

3. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no questions from members of the public.

4.
SALFORD WORKING FUTURES PROJECT/APPRENTICESHIPS
Alison Burnett and David Timperley gave a presentation providing an update with regard to Salford Apprenticeships, with specific reference to the following:-

· Salford Working Futures Project
· Future Jobs Fund

· Ward Profile

· Employee Experiences

· Employer Experiences

· A Legacy Programme

· Future Jobs in Salford – ‘unpaid’ placements

· Future Jobs in Salford – ‘paid’ placements

· Case Studies

· New Apprenticeships – entry level jobs

· Recruitment Gateway – local recruitment

· Work Placements – developing skills

· Apprenticeships (internal)

· Apprenticeships (external)

Discussion took place during which reference was made to the following:-
· The importance of links being made between MediaCityUK and local schools and colleges in order to ensure that local children and young people were provided with the opportunities to achieve the qualifications and skills that would be required to gain employment at MediaCityUK in the future.

· Support that was available to small businesses – reference was made to the facilities that were available at The Greenhouse, MediaCityUK.

· Greater Manchester developments in terms of apprenticeships.

· The length of apprenticeships, qualifications that could be achieved and levels of payment.  
· A request for Members to be provided with figures in relation to the number of apprenticeships that were completed.

· Concern regarding the small number of jobs at MediaCityUK that had been advertised through Job Centre Plus.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the presentation be noted.



(2) THAT Members be provided with figures in respect of the number of apprenticeships that were completed.


(3) THAT information be obtained as to the preferred methods of companies with regard to advertising vacancies, and that companies be encouraged to advertise vacancies through Job Centre Plus.

5.
CARGO CRANES, ONTARIO BASIN, SALFORD QUAYS
The Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration submitted a report which reviewed the options in respect of the Cargo Cranes at Ontario Basin, Salford Quays.
Discussion took place regarding the options outlined within the report during which reference was made to the following:-
· The current condition of the cranes – it was indicated that their condition could not be fully established without them being dismantled.
· The cranes having become the responsibility of the City Council when they were moved to their current location in 1988.
· The impact of the close proximity of the MetroLink power cables and track in terms of the maintenance of the cranes.

· The historical importance of the cranes and the need for the heritage of the docks to continue to be commemorated.

· The current demands on the capital budget which was currently under review.

· The possibility of other funding sources being explored and the need for the importance of the cranes to be emphasised.
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the content of the report and comments be noted.



(2) THAT possible alternative funding sources be explored.




(3) THAT it be noted that the recommendation of the Sustainable
Regeneration Scrutiny Committee was for the cranes to be taken down and removed in order for their condition to be assessed.

6.
CHAPEL STREET UPDATE
The Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration submitted a report which indicated that (a) the anticipated impacts of the Chapel Street Project on the highway network in Salford were outlined within the Central Salford Integrated Transport Strategy, (b) once the scheme had been completed on site and traffic signals had been optimised, it was proposed to undertake a monitoring exercise in Autumn 2012 to review the actual impact of the work on the highway network, and (c) congestion on the network was also currently being generated from other sources including the occupation of the MediaCity development, the public realm works at Greengate and works being undertaken by Manchester Council in advance of the closure of Victoria Street at the start of March.
Discussion took place during which reference was made to the following:-
· A Memorandum of Understanding between Salford and Manchester City Councils with regard to the junction modifications that were to be undertaken to allow the closure of Victoria Street.
· Views regarding the current situation in relation to traffic flow along Chapel Street.

· Proposals by Network Rail in respect of The Crescent Station.

· Proposal by English Cities Fund to undertake further work at Islington Way.

· Proposal regarding new bridge at Spinningfields.

Members raised the following issues:-

· An increased amount of traffic in the Blackfriars area – particularly near Mocha Parade where a school was located – a request was made for a survey to be undertaken regarding the amount/speed of traffic in this area.

· Silk Street – it was indicated that drivers were using the right hand lane to overtake and travel straight ahead.

· Greengate West – it was reported that delays were being caused by drivers queuing over the junction and a request was made for Keep Clear markings/yellow box to be introduced.

· Broad Street/Albion Way – reference was made to late notification of the lane change which was resulting in drivers changing lanes at the last minute - a request was made for road markings to be introduced providing advanced warning of the lane change.

· The poor appearance of a number of bridges adjoining Salford and Manchester and the absence of litter bins in these areas.

· The need to ensure effective communication/sign posting with regard to the closure of Victoria Street.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the content of the report be noted.

(2) THAT the above issues be investigated and feedback be provided to

Members once available.

7.
LED LIGHTING PILOT
The Strategic Director for Sustainable Regeneration submitted a report which indicated that, earlier in the year Urban Vision had been authorised to prepare a full inventory of all illuminated lighting stock.  The aim of the survey was to identify (a) those elements of stock that were in urgent need of repair, and (b) where energy savings could be made by correcting the existing asset register.  The funding for the works was to be taken from the highway investment funding, approved by the Lead Member for Planning on 5th April, 2011.  Further work undertaken by Urban Vision had now suggested that substantial energy savings could be met by replacing the existing lamps with LED fitments.  The report provided an update of the current status and overall expectations of that process.
Discussion took place in respect of the LED Lighting Scheme and it was noted that:-

· It was possible for the lights to be angled and, in situations where a large gap existed between two lighting columns, an additional column could be installed, where appropriate.

· Existing Victorian lighting columns would not be replaced.

· Lessons were being learnt during the pilot scheme, in terms of modifications that could be made, which would then be fed into the scheme as it was rolled out to other areas.

· Councillor Stone indicated that she had previously reported a patch of road and pavement in Eccles which was completely unlit by the LED lighting and enquired as to what action could be taken to address this matter.

· A request was made for Members to be provided with details of the areas where the scheme had been carried out to date.

· A request was made for communication to take place with Elected Members regarding issues that had been experienced in the pilot areas.

· It was suggested that leaflets be distributed to residents prior to the scheme commencing in their area.
RESOLVED: (1) THAT the content of the report and comments be noted.



(2) THAT Paul Walker and Steven Lee meet with Councillor Stone in the above location in Eccles with a view to the issue being addressed.

(3) THAT Members be provided with details of the areas where the

scheme had been undertaken to date.



(4) THAT arrangements be made for communication to take place with Elected Members regarding issues that had been experienced in the pilot areas.

8.
FORWARD PLAN
Consideration was given to the February 2012 Forward Plan.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the Forward Plan be noted.



(2) THAT Salford Rail Strategy be included as an agenda item for the next meeting.
9.
WORK PROGRAMME
Consideration was given to the Work Programme.

RESOLVED: (1) THAT the Work Programme be noted.

(2) THAT arrangements be made for an update regarding the Council

Construction Programme, arising from the meeting held on 9th January, 2012, to be provided at the next meeting.



(3) THAT it be noted that a tour of MediaCityUK was to take place on Thursday 23rd February, 2012, commencing at 1.30 p.m.

10.
TOUR OF SALFORD CITY STADIUM
Discussion took place regarding the tour of Salford City Stadium that Members had undertaken prior to the meeting and the following matters were noted:-

· Members to be provided with costs in relation to community use of the stadium facilities.

· Costs to be obtained regarding community use of SCL facilities.
· With regard to the shuttle bus, the pick-up point for which was located at the John Lewis side of the Trafford Centre – Members had suggested that arrangements be made for the bus to pick up from an additional point at the bus station.

· Issues had been raised regarding a lack of awareness by TfGM, the Trafford Centre and local bus drivers with regard to the shuttle service, and the need to improve communication with regard to the service.

· It had been indicated that the last shuttle bus left the stadium one hour after the end of the match – Members suggested that buses should continue to run for a longer period later in order to encourage members of the public to continue to use the facilities after the match, and to prevent everybody leaving the stadium at the same time.

· The possibility of the car parking charge, or part of the charge, being redeemed by using facilities within the stadium.
11.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting was to be held on Monday, 5th March, 2012, commencing at 1.30 p.m. (Briefing for Members at 1.15 p.m.)

