



______________________________________________________________

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

______________________________________________________________


TO Strategy and Regeneration Scrutiny Committee
10th June 2008
______________________________________________________________

TITLE: BRIEFING NOTE: POST OFFICE NETWORK CHANGE PROGRAMME 
______________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATIONS:  
1. That the Strategy and Regeneration Scrutiny Committee note the content of this briefing note
______________________________________________________________

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The network of Crown Post offices and Sub post offices is currently being reviewed to reduce loses. It is estimated that there will be 2500 closures nationally. Closure will be on the basis of regional plans which will attempt to continue to ensure that 95% of the urban population should be within a mile of a Post Office. Consultation on the plan for Greater Manchester will start on 10th June 2008. Whether there will be proposals for the closure of post offices in Salford will not be known until an announcement on the 10th June (and whether that announcement will be in time for the Scrutiny meeting is not known). Should there be proposals, then the City Council and other consultees will have 6 weeks to make a response.
______________________________________________________________

BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS: 
· Report to Strategy and Regeneration Scrutiny 3rd September 2007 Post Office Network Change Programme

______________________________________________________________

ASSESSMENT OF RISK:
Low but closure decisions likely to be controversial
______________________________________________________________

SOURCE OF FUNDING:
Central Government is proposing an investment of up to  £1.7bn to the Post Office to fund the Post Office Network Change programme
______________________________________________________________
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS: None
Provided by:  Richard Lester
_____________________________________________________________

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: None
Provided by: Steve Bayley

COMMUNICATION IMPLICATIONS: 
There will be a meeting of AGMA on the 16th June to discuss the prospect of a co-ordinated response. 
The Post Office will carry out consultation on its proposal from 10th June 2008. Consultation will not take into account the principal of the need for a change in the network nor its broad extent or distribution; only the most effective way in which it can be carried out bearing in mind the access criteria. The Post Office watchdog organisation "Post Watch" will adopt a scrutiny role but does not oppose the need for change.

VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS:
 Not applicable

CLIENT IMPLICATIONS: Not applicable

PROPERTY: Not applicable 

__________________________________________________________

HUMAN RESOURCES: Not applicable


CONTACT OFFICER: Dave Greenfield
 extn: 3264
______________________________________________________________

WARD TO WHICH REPORT RELATES:  Potentially all wards
_________________________________________

KEY COUNCIL POLICIES:  

Making the Vision Real: Salford's Community Plan for 2006-2016

Regenerating a Great City; Salford's Neighbourhood Plan Renewal Strategy
Unitary Development Plan 2004-2016
DETAILS
1. Points to note

1.1
The Post Office is in process of conducting the Network Change Programme, due to the fact that the Post Office is running at a deficit. It is proposed that the programme will result in the closure of around 2,500 
branches nationwide. The Post Office has divided the country into sub areas, and consultation is underway. Salford’s existing Post Office 
provision will be considered under proposals for the Greater Manchester with High Peak area, and the proposals will be published on 10th June 2008. The Council will then have 6 weeks in which to gather and formulate responses, to be submitted by 21st July. 
1.2 The extent of the potential impact within Salford will be unknown until the Consultation is published. Customers and the general public are able to make representations and responses to the consultation directly to the Post Office. Consultations can be viewed at www.postoffice.co.uk.

1.3
The Council’s course of action will be dependent upon the proposals put forward, which cannot be anticipated at this stage. Members will be updated on the proposed course of action when more information has been received.

BOB OSBORNE

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF HOUSING AND PLANNING

Part 1 			Item 6











1

