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RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Committee notes the contents of the report.


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A set of key indicators has been selected from the suite of Best Value performance indicators for frequent reporting to scrutiny committee. The current suite does not include many indicators within the remit of the Education and Leisure Directorate that lend themselves to frequent reporting. The key indicators show the Directorate’s performance to be good and improving.
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Begin overleaf

Background

1. A previous report to the Social Scrutiny Committee has provided details of the performance indicators relating to the Education and Leisure Directorate for 1999 / 2000. This report provides an update on a number of key indicators reflecting performance to date during 2000 / 2001.

2. The way in which many of the performance indicators for Education and Leisure are defined make it impossible to report them at any other time than at the end of the financial or academic year. This is because some things only occur once per year - for example, the spend per head on cultural and recreational facilities. 

3. In other areas, a variety of developments are under way which will allow an increased number of indicators to be reported at more frequent intervals than once per year in the future.

4. The prescribed suite of performance indicators changes each year. This means that it is not always possible to report past performance or the performance of other authorities.

Guidance

5. Table 1 shown overleaf contains figures for those key indicators that the Directorate is currently able to provide before the end of the financial year. The table indicates whether the figure is final (i.e. the figure that will appear in the 2000 / 2001 year end report, subject to data checking and other alterations,) or an update (i.e. the most recent output from an ongoing monitoring system, reflecting performance since the beginning of the current financial year).

6. A number of graphs then provide further details where these are available. The graphs show:

a. Salford’s performance since 1995/96

b. The 1998/89 (most recent) average for all Metropolitan authorities 

c. The 1998/89 (most recent) average for Salford’s Family authorities

d. The performance exceeded by the best 25% of authorities in 1998/99

e. Salford’s five year target published in the Best Value Performance Plan

f. Salford’s current performance (as shown in Table 1). 

Commentary

7. Salford continues to make good progress in terms of GCSE attainment. This is particularly true in terms of the proportion of pupils who achieve at least one pass of some kind, which is now above national levels. A great deal of work continues to be done in order to drive up standards to meet the five year target of 50% of pupils achieving five good passes.

8. Salford continues to make good progress in terms of Key Stage 2 attainment in English and Maths, which match national levels and improvements.

9. The efficiency with which statements of special educational need are prepared has been massively improved in recent years, to the point where the five year target has already been exceeded and will be revised.

10. There is only one Salford school identified by OFSTED as having serious weaknesses (and none placed in the category that require ‘special measures’).

11. The indicators that monitor visits to museums are new for the 2000 / 01 year, and as such conclusions cannot yet be drawn from these figures. 

Table 1

	BV Code
	Description
	1998 to 1999
	1999 to 2000
	2000 to 2001
	2000 / 2001

Status

	BVPI37
	Average GCSE points score of pupils in schools maintained by the authority
	31.6
	32.0
	32.5
	Final

	BVPI38
	Proportion of pupils in maintained achieving five or more GCSEs at grades A*-C or equivalent
	34.5%
	34.8%
	36.1%
	Final

	BVPI39
	Proportion of pupils in maintained schools achieving one or more GCSEs at grades A*-G or equivalent
	93.8%
	95.6%
	96.8%
	Final

	BVPI40
	Proportion of pupils in maintained schools achieving level 4 or above in the Key stage 2 Mathematics test
	59%
	70%
	72%
	Final

	BVPI41
	Proportion of pupils in maintained schools achieving level 4 or above in the Key stage 2 English test
	65%
	71%
	74%
	Final

	BVPI43a
	Percentage of statements of special educational need prepared within 18 weeks excluding those affected by ‘exceptions to the rule’ under the SEN code of practice
	86.7%
	95.5%
	95.0%
	Update

01/04/00 to 03/10/00

(PC viruses in SEN team prevent further update at this time)

	BVPI43b
	Percentage of statements of special educational need prepared within 18 weeks including those affected by ‘exceptions to the rule’ under the SEN code of practice
	xx
	11.4%
	36.8%
	Update

01/04/00 to 03/10/00

(PC viruses in SEN team prevent further update at this time)

	BVPI47
	Percentage of schools maintained by the Authority with serious weakness
	
	
	0.9%
	Update

January 2001

	BVPI113
	Number of pupils visiting museums and galleries in organised school groups
	
	
	5,916
	Update

April 2000 to October 2000

	AC-I4
	a. The number of visits to / usages of museums per 1,000 population; 

b. The number of those visits that were in person per 1,000 population.
	
	
	165

141
	Updates

April 2000 to October 2000


BVPI37: Average GCSE points score of pupils in schools maintained by the authority
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BVPI38 Proportion of pupils in maintained achieving five or more GCSEs at grades A*-C or equivalent
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BVPI39 Proportion of pupils in maintained schools achieving one or more GCSEs at grades A*-G or equivalent
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BVPI40 Proportion of pupils in maintained schools achieving level 4 or above in the Key stage 2 Mathematics test
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BVPI41 Proportion of pupils in maintained schools achieving level 4 or above in the Key stage 2 English test
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BVPI43a Percentage of statements of special educational need prepared within 18 weeks excluding those affected by ‘exceptions to the rule’ under the SEN code of practice
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