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SALFORD SCHOOLS FORUM


23 March, 2010


Meeting commenced:
4.00 p.m.


“                ended:
6.37 p.m.

PRESENT:
Steve Hopkins (Primary Schools Governors) - in the Chair

Schools Members


Martin Hanbury

-
Special Schools



Steve Aveyard

}
Secondary Schools  

Phillip Harte


}
Head Teachers and Senior 

Pat Wilford


}
Management Team Members



Sheila Hamnett

-
Secondary Schools Governors

Paula Howe


}
Primary Schools Governors

Catherine Provoost 

}

Non-School Members

Councillor Margaret Morris
-
Salford LA

Alex Klein


-
Faith Communities

Steve Garner


-
The 14 - 19 Partnership

Judith Elderkin

-
Teacher Trade Unions

Carole Culshaw

-
Non Teacher Trade Unions

Officers

Paula Summersfield

-
Principal Group Accountant

Rob Sides


-
Management Accountant

Kevin Palmer


}
BSF ICT Lead

Emma Murray

}
BSF Acting Commercial Manager

Mike McHugh

-
Senior Democratic Services Officer

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Ann McQuirk and Sandra Slack (Primary Schools - Head Teachers and Senior Management Team Members) and Jon Stonehouse (The 14 - 19 Partnership)

2. JOE MARTIN

The Chairman referred to the recent sad death of Joe Martin who had been a member of Forum and had worked for the City Council for many years as a Conservation Officer.  Those present paid tribute to Joe and the Chair requested, on behalf of the Forum, that members’ and officers’ condolences to Joe’s family, friends and colleagues, be recorded.
3. MEMBERSHIP OF FORUM

The Chairman provided details of new members, appointed since the last meeting of the Forum, as follows -

Alex Klein (Faith Communities)

March, 2010 to February, 2014

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT details of the new membership be noted.



(2) THAT a revised membership list be published on the Salford Schools Forum Website.



(3) THAT the current vacancies within Group 4 (Primary School Head Teachers), Group 5 (Primary Schools Governors) and Group 9 (The Early Years Partnership), be noted.

4. FORUM RESOLUTIONS - UPDATE

Mike McHugh submitted an update report providing details of the resolutions made by the Salford Schools Forum since the meeting held on 31 January, 2009. 

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT a revised membership list be published on the Salford Schools Forum Website.
5. DECISIONS OF LEAD MEMBER RELEVANT TO FORUM

No items.

6. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

The minutes of the meeting held on 3 February, 2010, were approved as a correct record.

7. MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Membership of Forum - Feedback from Members on constitution


RESOLVED:
THAT a report confirming details of the process for appointing 
representatives from each of the constituent groups of Forum be submitted at 
the meeting to be held on 26 May, 2010.

(b)
The Schools Forum (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2010


RESOLVED:
THAT an update report in respect of this matter, including any 
implications for the constitution of the Salford Schools Forum, be submitted at 
the meeting to be held on 26 May, 2010.

(c)
Forum Resolutions Update - Item 91 - Dedicated Schools Grant


Non-Delegated Schools Budget - Year End Position 2008 / 2009


RESOLVED:
(1) THAT an update report including details of the following 
issues, be submitted at the meeting to be held on 26 May, 2010 -

(1)
the impact on budgets of an increase in cases of Special Educational Needs (SENs) within the city

(2) 
details of any work being undertaken to examine a diversion of funding to ‘mainstream’ schools to tackle cases of SEN.

(3) cost implications of specialist ‘out of city’ SEN provision.




(2) THAT M. Hanbury submit a briefing at the meeting to be held 
on 26 May, 2010, of responses from colleagues within his sector, in respect of 
SEN provision. 

8. HARNESSING TECHNOLOGY GRANT

Kevin Palmer and Emma Murray submitted a report providing information relating to the development and implementation of a Primary ICT Managed Service.

Discussion took place in respect of a number of issues, including -

-
the expected take up of the Service

-
software accessibility issues (Kaleidos and Honeycomb)

-
affordability issues of the Service

-
implementation of the Service

RESOLVED:
THAT the use of the 2010/11 Harnessing Technology Grant for the purposes of capital investment in the delivery of the Primary ICT Managed Service, be approved, subject to an 85 percent take up of the Service within the Primary Sector.

9. BREACH OF THE CENTRAL EXPENDITURE LIMIT

Paula Summersfield submitted a report (a) identifying the reasons for, and (b) seeking the approval of the Forum for a breach of the central expenditure limit. 

RESOLVED:
THAT the breach of the Central Expenditure Limit be approved, up to a sum of £500k, in relation to the closure of the Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital School (RMCH) and the setting up of the Pupil Health Referal Unit (PHRU).

10. FUNDING FORMULA REVIEW

Paula Summersfield submitted a report, prepared by Paula Hassall, relating to proposals for -

(i)
the establishment and membership of a Funding Formula Review Team 

(ii)
Training requirements for a Funding Formula Review Team 

(iii)
Areas of work to be addressed by a Funding Formula Review Team 

(iv)
Timetable

Discussion took place regarding the membership of the Funding Formula Review Group, and it was

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT officers make arrangements to appoint ten members of the Funding Formula Review Group from the list of nominees.



(2) THAT, in addition to the ten members referred to in (1) above, any members of Forum wishing to become a member of the Funding Formula Review Group contact either Paula Summersfield or Mike McHugh.

11. DEFICIT BUDGET MANAGEMENT

Paula Summersfield submitted a report providing details of the current position of the schools’ budgets within Salford, focusing on those that required immediate action, and outlining details of work currently being undertaken to remedy the situation.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.
12. PROCEDURES FOR AUTHORISING DEFICIT BUDGETS

Paula Summersfield submitted a report providing details of proposals for the implementation of procedures for authorising deficit budgets within schools.

RESOLVED:
THAT the proposed licensed deficit approval process for implementation from 1 April 2010, be approved.
13. SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GRANT 2010 / 2011

Rob Sides submitted a report providing details of the provisional School Development Grant for 2010 / 2011.

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted. 

14. PFI FUNDING ISSUE

RESOLVED:
THAT this item be included in consideration of the Funding Formula Review.

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(i)
Children and Young People’s Trust Board


RESOLVED:
THAT an update report relating to the development of the 
Children and Young People’s Trust Board and its relationship with the Schools 
Forum be submitted at a future meeting of this Forum.

(ii)
DCSF Funding Review


RESOLVED:
THAT an update report in respect of this matter be submitted at 
the meeting of Forum to be held on 26 May, 2010.

16. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of this Forum be held on Wednesday, 26 May, 2010, in a Committee Room at the Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton, at 4.00 p.m.
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