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SALFORD SCHOOLS FORUM


29 September, 2010


Meeting commenced:
4.00 p.m.


“                ended:
6.36 p.m.

PRESENT:
Schools Members


Martin Hanbury

-
Special Schools

Philip Harte


} 
Secondary Schools  

Pat Wilford


}
Head Teachers and Senior 

Steve Aveyard

}
Management Team Members

Sheila Hamnett

}
Secondary School Governors

Fiona Stanley

}


Daniel Gauld


}
Primary Schools

Joe Bourke


}
Head Teachers and Senior

Ann McQuirk


}
Management Team Members

Lee Pridden


}

Paula Howe


}
Primary School Governors

Steve Hopkins

}

Non-School Members

Jon Stonehouse

-
The 14 - 19 Partnership

Officers



Dave McAllister

-
Group Accountant



Rob Sides


-
Management Accountant



Mike McHugh

-
Senior Democratic Services Officer

1. ELECTION OF CHAIR

RESOLVED:
THAT Steve Hopkins be elected as Chair of the Salford Schools Forum for the 2010 / 2011 academic year.

Steve Hopkins - in the Chair

2. ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIR

RESOLVED:
THAT Steve Aveyard be elected as Deputy Chair of the Salford Schools Forum for the 2010 / 2011 academic year.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Potter, Catherine Provoost and Paula Summersfield.

4. MEMBERSHIP OF FORUM

The Chair provided details of new members, appointed since the last meeting of the Forum, as follows -

Ray Walker (Interim) (Non Teacher Trade Unions) - (replacing Carole Culshaw)

October, 2010 / October, 2014

Discussion took place regarding the request made at the last meeting of the Forum relating to the inclusion of a Report  to School Governors detailing (a) the work of the Forum and (b) providing details of membership opportunities for governors, along with an application form.

It was noted that the report had not yet been circulated with papers for the autumn meeting of governing bodies (Minute 6, July 14, 2010).

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT details of the new membership be noted.



(2) THAT a revised membership list be published on the Salford Schools Forum Website.



(3) THAT the current vacancies within Group 5 (Primary Schools Governors), Group 6 (Academy) and Group 9 (The Early Years Partnership), be noted.



(4) THAT Mike McHugh provide Steve Hopkins with an update on issues relating to the Report to Governors and nomination form not being circulated to governing bodies.

5. FORUM RESOLUTIONS

Mike McHugh submitted an update report providing details of the resolutions made by the Salford Schools Forum. 

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT an update in respect of Resolution 4 (Management of School Closures) be submitted at the next meeting of Forum.

6. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 July, 2010, were approved as a correct record, subject to -

(a) 
the inclusion of Sheila Hamnett in the list of apologies for the meeting, and 

(b) 
amendment being made to the list of attendees to correctly reflect the attendance group of members.

7. MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Harnessing Technology Grant

Rob Sides provided an update report in respect of uptake relating to the Harnessing Technology Grant indicating that only two schools had opted out of the scheme.


RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(b)
Children and Young People’s Trust


Jon Stonehouse submitted a report providing details relating to the Children 
and Young People’s Trust, including -

· Background and purpose of the Trust

· Membership of the Trust

· Development of the Children and Young People’s Plan

· Issues covered by the Trust to date

RESOLVED:
THAT the report be noted.

(c)
Formula Review Group


Rob Sides presented an update report in respect of work being undertaken by 
the Formula Review Group. 


Discussion took place on a number of issues, including -

· governance matters relating to the chairing of the meetings

· Section 251 training

· details of the issues currently being considered for review and those which may also be included

· a request for initial recommendations to be submitted at the next meeting of Forum.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT modelling of options considered by the subgroup be submitted at the next meeting of Forum.




(3) THAT Rob Sides pursue the issue of Section 251 training.

(d)
Revised Constitution

RESOLVED:
THAT the revised constitution be approved subject to paragraph 2.10. being deleted and replaced by the following -

“The Forum shall give account to the governing bodies of schools maintained by the Salford Local Authority of all consultations carried out under 2.1. to 2.5. above.”
8. SCHOOL DEFICIT BUDGETS 2009-10 OUTTURN

A report, which had been presented at the meeting of the Children, Young People and Families Scrutiny Committee on 14 April, 2010, was submitted. 

The report provided details of the work undertaken by the Scrutiny Committee to examine and address issues of concern relating to school budgets.

It was also noted that a request had been made for details of school balances recorded at March, 2010. Rob Sides indicated that a response from the Department for Education was needed prior to the publication of the school balances and that they would be made available at this time.

A further discussion took place in respect of implementation of the Licensed Deficit Recovery scheme on which this Forum had been consulted.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT a update reports be submitted at the next meeting of this Forum, in respect of -

(a)
Details of School Balances at March, 2010, subject to receipt of a response from the DfE.

(b)
Any other details relating to work being undertaken to address school budget deficits. 



(3) THAT the updated DSG report scheduled to be submitted at Budget Scrutiny Committee on Monday, 6 October, 2010, be submitted for consideration at the next meeting of this Group.

9. SEN REVIEW PROJECT GROUP

Martin Hanbury provided an update in respect of work being undertaken to establish an SEN Review Sub-Group.

He provided details of the proposed Membership, as follows -

Sheila Hamnett
-
Secondary School Governors

Ann McQuirk

-
Primary Schools Head Teachers and Senior

 



Management Team Members

Pat Wilford

-
Secondary Schools 
Head Teachers and Senior

 



Management Team Members

Judith Elderkin
-
Non Teacher Trades Unions

Alex Klein

-
Faith Communities

Paula Howe

-
Primary School Governors

Martin Hanbury
-
Special Schools

He also provided details of the proposed Terms of Reference.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the Membership be noted.



(2) THAT the Terms of Reference be approved, as follows -

(i)
To examine current Local Authority mechanisms for funding SEN provision for children and young people (Salford and other comparable authorities)

(ii)
To explore the financial implications of alternative models of provision for 
children and young people with SEN for consideration by the Local Authority 

(iii)
To provide advice and guidance to the Local Authority regarding the cost 
effective use of resources to support the learning of children and young people 
with SEN


(3) THAT update reports on the work of this Sub-Group be submitted at future meetings of the Forum.

10. DFE CONSULTATION ON SCHOOLS FUNDING, INCLUDING PUPIL PREMIUM

A report was provided relating to the current DfE Consultation on Schools Founding, including Pupil Premium.

It was noted that a response to the consultation would be made by the Local Authority and also by AGMA.

Discussion took place in respect of the possible implications of the implementation of this review.

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT the report be noted.



(2) THAT members contact Rob Sides with details of any comments they wish to be included in the response to the consultation.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a)
Items for Next Meeting

· SEN Update

· School Budget Deficits Update

· 21st Century Learning Commission Update (Consultation)


-
Report on projected birth rates in Salford and impact on school places

12. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

RESOLVED:
 THAT the next meeting of this Forum be held on Wednesday, 24 November, 2010, in a Committee Room at the Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton at 4.00 p.m.
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