SALFORD SCHOOLS FORUM

31st JANUARY, 2008



SALFORD SCHOOLS FORUM

31st January, 2008

Meeting commenced: 
4.00 p.m.


“              ended: 
6.10 p.m.

PRESENT:
Janis Triska - Special Schools - in the Chair


Schools Membership



Secondary Schools - 
Headteachers and Senior Management Team Members


Steve Aveyard, Phillip Harte



Secondary School Governors



Andrew Knight



Primary School Governors



Sandra Darley



Non-Schools Membership



Teacher Trade Unions



Judith Elderkin



Non-Teacher Trade Unions



Early Years



13 to 19 Representative



Stuart Wattam

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE:

Bob McIntyre

-
Principal Group Accountant


Rob Sides

-
Assistant Group Accountant


Mike McHugh
-
Senior Democratic Services Officer
22. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Michael Gaskell, Mike Hall, Paula Howe and Sandra Slack.
23. MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
The minutes of the meeting held on 13th December, 2007, were approved as a correct record subject to the following amendments -

(a)
the inclusion of Sandra Darley in the list of attendees.

(b)
the deletion of ‘14 to 19 Representative’ from the list of attendees and the inclusion in its place of ’13 to 19 Representative’.
(c)
the deletion of ’14-19 Sector’ from Minute 12 and the inclusion in its place of ’13 to 19 Sector’.
(d)
the deletion of ‘St. George’s RC Primary School’ from Minute 17 and the inclusion in its place of ‘St. George’s RC High School’.
(e)
the deletion of ‘CLASP’ from Minute 18 and the inclusion in its place of ‘PLASK’.
24. MATTERS ARISING
Early Years Funding Reform Task Group

RESOLVED:
THAT the minutes of the Early Years Funding Reform Task 
Group held on 4th December, 2007, be noted.
25. SCHOOLS DEVELOPMENT GRANT INDICATIVE HEADROOM 
Consideration was given to a report providing details of three options in respect of the allocation of School Development Grants (SDG). 

It was noted that a fourth option, based upon the Index of Multiple Deprivation, was also available. 

Arising from the changes to the SDG, consideration took place in respect of LIG funding. 

RESOLVED:
(1) THAT work be undertaken to complete the figures to prepare the fourth option and that the details be considered at the next meeting of this Forum.



(2) THAT transitional funding be made available to the schools currently in receipt of the LIG funding.

26. PERSONALISATION INCLUDED IN DSG FORMULA ALLOCATIONS
Members reported that they had held discussions with their groups in respect of the details of the proposals considered at the last meeting of this Forum in respect of DSG Formula Allocations.

RESOLVED:
THAT Option 5 be approved in respect of the future DSG Formula Allocations.

26. SUPPORT TO SCHOOLS IN FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES
R. Sides submitted a document ‘Support to schools in financial difficulties’ which provided the framework by which the Local Authority would assist and monitor the progress of schools in financial difficulties.  

Discussion took place in respect of the schools in the city which were currently in financial difficulties and the work being undertaken to assist them.

RESOLVED:
THAT the ‘Support to schools in financial difficulties’ document and process be approved and circulated to all schools.

27. FORMULA FOR SCHOOLS WITH SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASING PUPIL NUMBERS
Discussion took place in respect of the current funding formula for schools with significantly increasing pupil numbers and the need to change this 
process.
RESOLVED:
THAT a report be submitted at the next meeting of this Forum providing options available for changes to the funding formula for schools with significantly increasing pupil numbers. 

28. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Planning, Preparation and Assessment Activities
Members indicated that the issue of funding for Planning, Preparation and Assessment Activities remained unclear. 
RESOLVED:
THAT a report be submitted at the next meeting of this Forum, providing clarification in respect of the funding arrangements for PPA Activities within the primary and secondary sectors.

29. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING
RESOLVED:
THAT the next meeting of this Forum be held on Tuesday, 11th March, 2008, in a Committee Room at the Salford Civic Centre, Chorley Road, Swinton at 4.00 pm
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