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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

URBAN VISION CAPABILITY STATEMENT

BACKGROUND / INTRODUCTION

Urban Vision and its partner Capita Symonds Ltd have extensive experience of planning, designing and managing projects sustainably, as well as the preparation of sustainable planning policy documents.  We are committed to working closely with the City Council to ensure the effective delivery of sustainable projects in which we are involved as a consultant, whether it be undertaking feasibility studies, providing advice, making recommendations in respect of proposed development in its regulatory role or designing construction projects. We are also in a strong position to advise the City Council on the sustainability / appropriateness of development in terms of its proposed climate change strategy.

Our Commitment to Sustainable Development

Urban Vision and its partners make the following commitment to sustainable development [in line with the Government’s Draft Strategy for Sustainable Construction]:

Sustainable Consumption and Production

· We will design better products and services, reducing the environmental impact from the use of energy, resources and hazardous substances.

· We will seek to reduce, and ultimately eliminate waste in construction through improved design, procurement, and greater re-use and recycling of resources.
· We will assist our clients to reuse existing built assets and construct new, long lasting, energy conscious and future-proof buildings and structures which are easy to maintain, operate and deconstruct.
Climate Change & Energy

· We will seek to minimise carbon emissions during construction.

· We will help our clients to build buildings that have a lower carbon footprint in use, leading to the construction of zero carbon buildings.

· We will seek to build innovative solutions to climate change challenges for the future.

Natural Resources and Enhancing the Environment

· We will seek to facilitate conservation of water resources in new construction and refurbishment schemes.

· We recognise that biodiversity plays a valuable role in delivering a range of social, environmental and economic benefits to society.

· We will be pro-active in creating and enhancing wildlife habitats and natural landscapes.

Creating Sustainable Communities

· We will employ and nurture a committed, skilled and adaptable workforce working in an environment of zero accidents and incidents with appropriate arrangements for education and training, employment, health and safety. 

We will also assist our clients and the contractors that we work with:

· To procure construction based on whole life value and the confidence to allow innovation in the delivery of sustainable development.

· To encourage the maximising of the value and expertise that exists in the construction industry’s supply chains.

· By ensuring that our designs contribute to environmental, social and economic sustainability.

· By being innovative in bringing about both radical change and continuous improvement.

Our Climate Change and Sustainability Service

Urban Vision and our partners have an integrated and interdisciplinary range of professional services designed to address the cross cutting challenges of climate change and sustainability.
Our team is at the forefront of developing the policies and measures required to mitigate and adapt to a changing climate and a changing world. Our multidisciplinary approach allows us to tackle the challenges from a variety of disciplines and perspectives, incorporating research, policy development and technical services.

Our services aim to deliver real sustainable benefits by both reducing emissions of carbon to sustainable levels as well as future proofing against the irreversible effects of climate change already built into the atmospheric system. We have particular expertise in the following areas:

· Reducing carbon emissions through low and zero carbon solutions

·  Developing low water use technologies and recycling schemes

·  Understanding and mitigating the impacts upon biodiversity

·  Providing flood mapping, defence and integrated drainage solutions

·  Responding to the security, infrastructure and investment risks posed by climate change

·  Mitigating overheating in urban areas

·  Understanding lifestyles and the need to consider behavioural responses

·  Costing services for climate change impacts and mitigation measures

As one of the UK’s largest and most diverse multidisciplinary consultants, Urban Vision and its partners Capita Symonds and Morrison Highway Maintenance offer a wide range of professional services encompassing environmental, planning, engineering, transport and community services. Our climate change and sustainability services are specifically designed to bring together a mix of technical and strategic expertise from across these areas to create bespoke teams. From our depth and breadth of experience and practise we bring a fresh, intimate and practical approach to policy and best practise development.

Low & Zero Carbon Energy Solutions
Our energy consultancy services, including BREEAM and sustainability reporting, carbon footprint analysis, renewable energy sources feasibility and CHP viability evaluation, are designed to deliver significant carbon and financial savings. Drawing on our architectural, environmental and engineering expertise, we are able to analyse and assess the potential  for energy efficiency or technology-led strategies as part of a joined up delivery strategy.

Ecological Design & Management
Our ecologists work with in-house landscape architects, planners and environmental specialists to provide a complete ecological design and management service. This includes undertaking baseline surveys and evaluations as well as providing advice in relation to habitat enhancement and species translocation, as well as the inclusion of green / brown roof habitats and ponds and swales in the design of developments.

Material Selection & Resource / Waste Management
Our experience covers strategic policy development and best practice guidance through to feasibility studies, planning and design and supervision of construction of waste management facilities. We recently worked with WRAP to develop their “10 quick wins” guide for reducing construction waste, use of primary materials and specification of environmentally friendly, locally sourced and healthy materials.

Sustainable Travel & Green Transport
Our team are at the forefront of delivering innovative sustainable transport planning, engineering and logistic solutions to meet the ever complex challenges generated by growing economic, environmental, demographic and climatic pressures. We have an in-depth knowledge of accessibility planning, the factors that influence transport demand and choice and the role of transport in regeneration. Our services cover all modes of transport.

Strategic Flood Risk Management
Our team has specialist expertise in hydrology, hydraulic modelling, spatial analysis and strategic planning. We advise developers, local authorities and other agencies on infrastructure security, architectural design and engineering protection measures, high level consultancy services, insurance and risk reduction. We also provide a comprehensive suite of surface water management, assessment, design and system enhancement services.

Sustainable Communities & Lifestyles
Our sustainability team are well versed in the development of sustainability checklists, frameworks and strategies for a wide variety of regeneration and development projects. We provide a cross cutting response to the challenge of climate changes and sustainability issues, alongside integrated policy and strategic advice on the potential social, environmental and economic impacts. We have particular expertise in areas including sustainable lifestyles and behaviour.

EXPERIENCE / EXPERTISE

Set out below is more detail of Urban Vision and its partners’ (Capita Symonds Ltd & Morrison Highway Maintenance) experience and expertise in climate change and sustainability:

	Architecture

	We offer a comprehensive sustainability service that is integral to the architectural process. This service includes BREEAM analysis, SBEM, Part L Building Regulation Compliance, Whole Life Costing, Carbon Trust Energy Surveys and Renewable Technology. The input into the architectural design is a key feature of the overall design process and ensures that all new developments are at the leading end of contemporary sustainable design.

Resource: 322 of which 69 are based in the North West / North Wales

	Key projects:

Urban Vision

The Albion High School for Salford City Council                                                                                          Incorporated a rainwater harvesting system, ventilation heat recovery and condensing heating boilers.
Primrose Hill Primary School for Salford City Council [including BREEAM Assessment]                                                                                         Incorporated a Rainwater harvesting system, natural ventilation to classrooms, automatic presence and daylight control of lighting installation, fire sprinkler system and condensing boilers.
Capita Symonds

Building Schools For The Future – Shuttleworth College and Unity College, Burnley - BREEAM For Schools Assessments

St Chad’s Catholic High School, Runcorn – BREEAM For Schools

Principle Part L Building Regulations Assessors for Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council.

University of Central Lancashire - Multi-Site Carbon Trust Energy Assessments

	Building Services Engineering             

	Including energy and water conservation, thermal modelling, energy and sustainability analysis and planning, natural lighting etc.

Resources: 209 of which 64 are based in the North West / North Wales

Key projects:

The Albion High School for Salford City Council                                                                                          Rainwater harvesting system, ventilation heat recovery and condensing heating boilers.
Primrose Hill Primary School for Salford City Council                                                                                         Rainwater harvesting system, natural ventilation to classrooms, automatic presence and daylight control of lighting installation, fire sprinkler system and condensing boilers.

	Building Surveying

	Extensive range of services including surveys, maintenance advice, dilapidations advice.  In 
In the case of Urban Vision’s property maintenance services sustainability is a key element.  In general we:

· Use high efficiency condensing boilers with modulating burners.  Circulation pumps are high efficiency and modulating to reduce energy consumption.

· Make good use of zoning and high quality control systems to ensure that energy is only provided to those places that need it.  Mechanical ventilation systems are photocell controlled.
· Use long lasting materials and methods of construction.

· Re-use sound existing buildings where possible.

· Use energy efficient (recyclable) materials and design - adding insulation where replacing roofing or glazing.
· Use of local contractors and suppliers.

· Design alterations and additions in accordance with "secure by design" principles.

· Retain heritage buildings and features as much as possible.

· Retain or add features within or adjacent to buildings which will support local wildlife.

· Provide facilities for bicycle parking where possible.

· Avoid materials which are particularly harmful to the environment.

Resources: 137 of which 97 are based in the North West / North Wales.


	Key projects:

Urban Vision

Lower Kersal and St Andrew’s, Boothstown Primary Schools - Heating Replacement Schemes for Salford City Council - use of high efficiency condensing boilers with modulating burners.
Mossfield Primary School Window Replacement Scheme for Salford City Council.                                Use of recyclable upvc to achieve improved ‘U’ value.

St Andrew’s Primary School, Boothstown Re-roofing Scheme for Salford City Council.                       Increased levels of insulation

Hollybank Residential Care Centre Heating and Hot Water Replacement Scheme for Salford City Council - High efficiency condensing boilers linked to a solar collector.

Crompton House and Turnpike House Vehicle Maintenance Building reproofing Schemes for Salford City Council – Increased levels of insulation.

Redecking of Detroit Bridge, at the Quays, for Salford City Council                                                                     Specification avoided the use of tropical hardwoods.

	Climate Change

	Developing Local Authority Climate Change Strategies, setting out international and national progress and responses to the Climate Change Agenda, identifying both Local Authority emissions with potential reduction measures, and Community based emissions and reduction measures.  Identifying the need for adaptation strategies so that communities are safe for their lifespan, particularly in response to the increased hazards posed by global warming effects on rainfall and sea levels.   We develop appropriate responses at national, regional and local scales and contribute to formulation of policy strategy and design.

Resources: 40 based throughout the UK.   
Key projects:

Urban Vision

Development Control Support in Respect of Wind Farm Applications for Denbighshire County Council & Selby Borough Council [GMGU]

We have an employee who led the production of Bury MBC’s Climate Change Strategy while employed by that authority.  

Capita Symonds

Environment Agency Policy Framework.                                                                                     Advice specifically in relation to climate change.   Our expertise on energy use, meteorology, and flood risk are key to provision of expert advice on this theme. Climate change.

EDF Energy Undergrounding of Power Lines, North East London.                                                            The preparation of a strategic assessment of flood risk to assist with the strategy and implementation for the under grounding of essential civil infrastructure serving north east London.   The assessment concluded that the proposals should be implemented so as to be flood proof during severe residual risk and breach failure flood events.   This strategy is the basis for provision of key infrastructure that is adapted to the hazards posed by climate change effects to ensure long-term security and safety of the community.  

	Cost Management                       

	To supply help with improving the sustainability of buildings and developments in a cost-effective manner, including (but not limited to) providing advice and analysis of: 

· The cost impacts of environmental improvements relating to construction and including environmental services, and ways of reducing them. 
· Improving sustainability in construction and development.

	Whole life costing planning - The principles of procuring via Best Value to ensure that costs are not looked at in terms of the current time or budget period, but in terms of the long term costs and value for money associated with Asset Management Programmes. This enables elements such as durability and sustainability to be considered, in effect looking at the products and services purchased in terms of their life time value (LTV) to a project.  

Resources: 168 of which 74 are based in the North West / North Wales
Key projects:

Urban Vision

Sevenfields School – for Swindon Borough Council                                                                                                                  Cost advice on green roofs, ground heat pump systems and greywater systems.
Mast Lift Projects for Salford City Council (Client Representative Role)
Salford PFI Projects for Salford City Council (Client Representative Role)
Exchange Greengate – Manchester/Salford Corridor – Environmental Works for Salford Urban Regeneration Company

Capita Symonds

Lancashire Building Schools for the Future for Bovis Lend Lease - Cost management to the LEP

	Earth Science 

	Unique combination of professional expertise in engineering and environmental geology, geomorphology and hydrogeology together with up-to-date experience of planning and regulatory regimes.  We deal with both natural hazards (landslips, subsidence, weak ground, river erosion and flooding) and natural resources (construction aggregates, industrial minerals, groundwater and surface water resources).

Resources: 33 of which 11 are based in the North West

Key projects:

Assessment of Residual Inadequately Restored Aggregates Extraction Sites for Defra. Prioritising the need for restoration improvements to disused quarries.

Minerals and Water Environment: Guide to Good Practice for ODPM                                                 Guidance to quarry operators on minimising impacts on groundwater, surface water and dependent wetlands.

South Downs National Park Public Inquiry for Countryside Agency                                                              Expert witness on geological / geomorphological links between are of contrasting landscape.

Modelling and Mitigation of Groundwater Impacts in the Medway Valley

A428 Caxton Common to Hardwick Improvement for Highways Agency                                        Engineering geology advice / support, including geotechnical and geo-environmental site investigations.  

	Ecology & Nature Conservation

	Provision of ecological, and nature conservation advice on development proposals. This includes advice on legislation and biodiversity, liaison with statutory consultees, completion of ecological desk studies, initial ecological habitat mapping surveys (phase 1) and advice on protected species.

More detailed surveys offered include botanical, hedgerow, river habitat, protected species surveys and development licence applications (with expertise in birds, bats, reptiles, dormice, great crested newts, fungi, fish), plus BREEAM assessments, ecological impact assessments with recommendations for mitigation, protected species translocations, habitat restoration/creation and site supervision. We also provide advice on green and brown roof habitats, invasive species, ecological management plans and tree surveys.

	We also have extensive experience in the promotion and delivery of sustainable fisheries. Our services aiming to maintain and enhance not only the fish populations themselves, but also the social and economic benefits that they can offer.

Resources: 16 of which 4 are based in the North West / North Wales
Key projects:

London 2012, Lower lea Valley for London Development Agency                                                         Ecological impact assessment, habitat survey over 270ha, protected species surveys, in put to masterplan and design of mitigation, ecological management and mitigation strategy in consultation with key consultees.
A429 Stockbury (M2) to Sheerness DBFO for Highways Agency                                                                 Ecological advice and design, translocation of water voles and reptiles.

Ecological Baseline Report for Crawley North East Sector Consortium                                                   Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of whole site with further specific ecological surveys

Aerospace Wales St Athan for Welsh Development Agency                                                                           Baseline ecological surveys over 6sq km.  Surveys over all seasons for input into EIA.

Torfaen Local Nature Reserve for Torfaen County Borough Council                                                           Habitat and species surveys for five proposed local nature reserves.  Preparation of management plans for each.

Llandrindod Wells Lake Restoration Project for Powys County Council

Supply of technical expertise and guidance for the restoration of one of the most well known spa waters in Wales.  
Newhaven Fisheries Impact Assessment for Veolia Environmental Services Limited                     Provision of a Fisheries Impact Assessment in support of the abstraction licence application for the construction phase of the Newhaven Energy Recover Facility.

	Economic & Social Sustainability

	Resources: 5 - two of which are based in North West (within Urban Vision) plus a much bigger resource with experience of establishing and managing construction frameworks.

Project: 

Urban Vision

Salford Construction Partnership.                                                                                                          Urban Vision assisted the City Council with the establishment and management of this innovative partnership which has made an outstanding contribution to tackling notoriously challenging social and economic sustainability issues: long term unemployment, labour and skills shortages, supporting local businesses and crime and disorder.

Capita Symonds

Lower Lea Valley Opportunity Area Planning Framework, London Development Authority  

Sustainability Appraisal 

Sustainability Choices for Aggregate Supply in SE Wales, National Assembly for Wales Identification of sustainability implications of different ways of supplying construction aggregate, and a review of current practice. 

Economic Assessment of Flood Alleviation Schemes on the River Frome, Environment Agency Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA), Social and Environmental Impact Appraisal

Barking Town Centre Regeneration, London Borough of Barking and Dagenham                 Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, Socio-Economic data collection and review

	Environmental Impact Assessment

	Extensive experience in co-ordinating and managing Environmental Impact Assessments and producing Environmental Statements for a wide variety of projects.  Specialist skills include: water environment and hydrology, soils and ground conditions, landscape, lighting, ecology, nose, air quality, sustainability, infrastructure, waste management, traffic and transport and health and safety.  We also carry out Sustainability Appraisals, Strategic Environmental Assessments and produce Environmental Management Systems for businesses.

	As part of the development control process, we also have extensive experience of evaluating Environmental Statements to ensure they include an accurate, clear and systematic assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of the project.
Resources: 20 of which 12 are based in the North West / North Wales
Key Projects:

London 2012, Lower Lea Valley, London for London Development Agency                                        Environmental services including Environmental Impact Assessment.

China Water Treatment Plants for Veolia Water Asia - Environmental review and management services including developing and implementing an Environmental Management System

Hydon Bridge Bypass, Northumberland for Highways Agency                                                                Environmental design and assessment, etc.

Waterfront Barrow for Westlakes Renaissance                                                                                  Environmental Impact Assessment leading to Environmental Statement etc. 

	Geotechnical Engineering

	Expertise in soil mechanics, rock mechanics and engineering geology, desk studies, site characterisation and contaminated land, ground investigation design etc.  

Resources: 37 of which 17 are based in the North West / North Wales.  GMGU?

Key Projects:

Penarth Heights, South Wales for Crest Nicholson                                                                                  Desk study, ground investigation and slope design

Wath Manvers Plant Site for ARMBC - Ground investigation, groundwater risk assessment and EIA.

	Highway Design

	Includes preliminary and detailed design of motorways and major highways, involving geometric design, drainage design and highway details as well as incorporation of geotechnical and structures design.

Urban Vision engineers utilise a specifically produced guide written to assist with the specification of sustainable methods and materials. 

Resources: 182 of which 101 are based in the North West / North Wales.

Key Projects:

Urban Vision

Salford Sports Village for Salford City Council                                                                                        This award winning project included a sustainable urban drainage system (SUDS) - attenuation/Infiltration in geocellular storage units beneath the car park

Cadishead Way Stage 2 for Salford City Council                                                                                           The MIMMS system of low energy street lighting is used. This enables remote monitoring of street lighting to detect faults and to reduce brightness after midnight when there is reduced use of the highway. Marginal excavated material was initially used as surcharge to remove settlement beneath the new road. It was then reused in a new embankment, following stabilization with lime.
Project Procurement and Construction for Salford City Council                                                      Good practice is achieved through a framework agreement with a limited number of quality contractor and supply chain partners, chosen partly because of their attitude to sustainable construction and the environment. The framework is continually looking for innovative techniques, materials and process improvements to help reach their targets of 30% recycled materials, and 50% of materials recycled for each construction project.

	Capita Symonds
M6 Carlisle – Guardsmill for Carillion

Cinder Oven Site, Kendal – use of soakaways 

Kingsmoor Park, Carlisle and Fulledge, Blackburn                                                                            Use of swales (ponds / soakaways) and use of filter strips (at Fulledge).

	Highway Maintenance

	Comprehensive range of services to manage local authority highway assets including life cycle costing.

Resources: 180 of which 158 are based in the North West / North Wales

Key Projects:

Urban Vision

Highway Maintenance for Salford City Council                                                                                    Wide range of civil engineering / highways services in partnership with Morrison Highway Maintenance using a significant amount of recycled materials and recycling the majority of construction waste.  100% of excavated materials are taken to a waste transfer station for recycling whilst 100% of sub-base used in the reconstruction consists of recycled materials.
Urban Vision and Morrison Highway Maintenance are jointly working with Envirolink Northwest to further develop the use of recycling within highway works to reduce the impact on the environment.
Capita Symonds

Carlisle Northern Development Route PFI for Cumbria County Council                                                                                         Including highway design, development infrastructure and highway maintenance

	Landscape & Urban Design

	Includes policy guidance, feasibility studies, master planning, landscape / impact assessment, biodiversity, landscape management, arboriculture etc.

In particular Urban Vision has produced sustainable design guides, undertaken BREAMM assessments and provided specialist sustainability advice on a wide range of projects.

Resources: 44 of which 38 are based in the North West / North Wales [particularly within Urban Vision]

Key Projects:

Urban Vision

Design SPD for Salford City Council                                                                                                                   Common theme of sustainable design running through the document

Public Realm Design Handbook for the Salford Urban Regeneration Company                                          Key principles centre around sustainability including bio diversity, environmental soundness, durability and life cycles, sustainable travel etc.

Award winning Sports Village for Salford City Council                                                                                                   Sustainable Urban drainage System (SUDS)

Primrose Hill Primary School for Salford City Council                                                                               Surface water drainage is fed into a pond within the school grounds.

Capita Symonds
Oakdale Colliery Reclamation for Caerphilly County Borough Council / WDA                                               Landscape / ecological design to 150ha reclaimed colliery complex, woodland management / habitat creation

Maryport Coastal Park for Cumbria County Council                                                                                Master planning, geotechnical / civil / structural engineering, regeneration, landscape design


	Minerals Planning

	Includes advising minerals planning authorities and working with them to shift the burden from primary won minerals to recycled or secondary minerals. This is a fundamental part of the minerals planning agenda.
Waste Planning: finding the sites for the new generation of waste management facilities that optimises location, with length of journey and environmental impacts has a major impact on emissions to atmosphere and green house gases.

	Taken together the above two issues join together in an emerging ‘Resource Management’ agenda that holistically addresses the flow of materials through our society from consumable goods to construction materials. This really is about joined up thinking to address environmental protection and climate change.

Resources: 5 within GMGU


	Property Services

	Wide range of services from site finding and relocations, feasibility studies and option appraisals, acquisitions and site assembly, together with ongoing property management, energy efficiency, subsequent disposal of property and land assets.

Urban Vision in particular actively promotes, on behalf of its clients, sustainability through:

· Development Agreements,
· The recycling of capital receipts into building local infrastructure / creating new open space and green areas and creating new improved community facilities a condition of funding.
· Disposing of land subject to the developer meeting sustainable development criteria.
Resources: 67 of which 56 are based in the North West / North Wales
Key Projects:

Urban Vision

Housing Market Renewal & Redevelopment for Salford City Council                                                      Acquisitions for housing clearance.

Seedley / Langworthy Development Agreement for Salford City Council                                                       An agreement with Urban Splash requiring new / refurbished properties to be built to the EcoHomes ‘very good’ standard.

Recycling of Capital Receipts from disposal of land at Ordsall and Lower Broughton for Salford City Council - Recycled receipts have been used to provide vital infrastructure and a more sustainable community.
Disposal of Wilburn Street and The Quays Project Office                                                                             The maximum development option was resisted and a scheme selected that fitted better with the surrounding area and the requirements / aspirations of local people.

	Regeneration & Contaminated Land

	We have significant experience of multidisciplinary working in bringing brownfield, often contaminated, land back into beneficial use for a range of commercial and open space ventures.  We work on projects from feasibility to detailed design and services include geo-environmental investigations and reporting, foundation and earthworks design, earthworks modelling, contamination and pollution risk management and project management.

Resources: 38 (plus GMGU) of which 11 (plus GMGU) are based in the North West / North Wales.

	Key projects:

Urban Vision

Sustainable Remediation of Acid Tar Lagoons in the UK / Europe – Research for the Engineering and Physical Science Research Council [GMGU]

Improved Ground Gas Risk Assessment for the Department of Trade and Industry [GMGU].

Liverpool Road [Eccles to Cadishead] Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan for Salford City Council                                                                                                                                      Support services involving land audit, property condition survey, neighbourhood profiles, public realm assessment.
Capita Symonds

Remediation of 2012 Olympic Park, Loser Lea Valley for London Development Agency.

Plant Site, Wath Manvers Colliery for Yorkshire Forward / Rotherham MBC                                       Earthworks, contaminated land, groundwater risk assessments, remediation options, etc.
Regeneration of gas works site, Sydenham, London for Crest Homes                                           Remediation of 15 hectare site, including river diversion, etc.

Redevelopment of Paper Mill and Naval College site, Greenhithe for Crest Homes Ltd                                Site remediation, flood protection, earthworks etc.

Ford Assembly Plant, Dagenham for London Development Agency                                                         Contaminated land risk assessment, remediation strategy, etc.

	Town Planning & Master Planning

	We provide a full range of policy, development management, building control and enforcement services now branded as more.

In delivering these services we have built up considerable expertise and experience in applying the principles of sustainable development to this work (e.g. Sustainability Appraisals on Local Development Framework documents, together with the production of Community Statements and Equality Impact Assessments).  Sustainability implications underpin the delivery of all our planning services, recognising the importance the Government now places on Creating Sustainable Communities (e.g. as set out in Planning Policy Statement PPS1 and the UK Strategy for Sustainable Development).

Urban Vision spearheads the development of planning services in the Capita Group as the Centre of Planning Excellence.  The national service has expanded quickly resulting in the establishment and branding of more, which is delivered from both Capita Symonds and Urban Vision offices.  more includes all aspects of planning from pre-application advice, processing planning applications, planning policy advice and enforcement to interim service management and representing clients at appeal.  

Our work on master planning covers all elements of urban and rural design.  These include overall vision or strategy, establishing appropriate patterns of key elements, detailing the design of buildings and the public realm, ensuring appropriate levels of accessibility and sustainable movement systems and setting out workable implementation, delivery and future management mechanisms.

Resources: 52 of which 48 are based in the North West / North Wales (largely within Urban Vision).

Key projects:
Urban Vision

Planning Service for Salford City Council                                                                                                Urban Vision provides a full development management, building control and enforcement service to Salford City Council, together with other planning policy support.    

	Other Planning Services to Local Authorities                                                                                                                                     In addition to the core services delivered for Salford, our work encompasses developing a number of documents for local authorities in relation to all aspects of their Local Development Frameworks, Core Strategies, other DPDs, evidence based studies, and Supplementary Planning Documents

Policy support to GoNW                                                                                                                                                             A role that offers help, encouragement and advice to local authorities in central and eastern Lancashire as their LDF’s develop, and also to scrutinize and intervene on behalf of the Secretary of State to ensure that the new plans meet national objectives and guidance. The role also provides the opportunity to contribute to the production of new national and regional planning documents.
Capita Symonds

North East Sittingbourne Development for Trenport (East Hall Park) Ltd                                                 Town planning, master planning, environmental impact assessment (EIA), infrastructure and services.
Transport Development Areas for RICS – Town planning, transport and EIA.
North East Sector Crawley for NESC consortium                                                                                                town planning, EIA, transport, infrastructure and engineering support services.
Ulverston Town Centre Initiative for Cumbria County Council                                                         Town planning, infrastructure and engineering support services.

	Transport Planning                   

	Includes studies, advice, and impact assessments.  Environmental pressures are generating an increasing need for innovative transport planning solutions.  Sustainability is the key to successful projects.  We are in the forefront of meeting these complex challenges.  Through extensive experience and research a thorough understanding of the issues pervades all our work.  We have in depth knowledge of accessibility planning and the factors that influence travel demand, as well as the role of all forms of transport in encouraging regeneration and achieving urban renaissance.
Resources: 195 of which 80 are based in the North West / North Wales

Key projects:

Paradise Street Development, Liverpool for Grosvenor                                                                      (one of the biggest urban regeneration projects in Europe) – advice on bus centre relocation, car parking and highways
Newcastle Great Park for Persimmon Homes / Bryant Homes (Taylor Woodrow).                        Scheme providing 2,500 houses, neighbourhood centre, Green Travel Plan and multi-modal transport package.

Telford Millennium Community for Taylor Woodrow / English Partnerships                                            stakeholder consultation, sustainable transport strategy and innovative highway solutions.
London 2012 Bid for London 2012 / LDA                                                                                                          asked to oversee the transport work involved in production of a revised transport assessment.

	Waste Planning and Management 

	Includes advice on waste planning to local planning authorities, management policy, planning regulation, funding, development and operation on a wide variety of scales.  It involves finding the sites for the new generation of waste management facilities that optimises location, with length of journey and environmental impacts and has a major impact on emissions to atmosphere and green house gases. 

Resources: 20 of which 8 are based in the north of England (and 5 within GMGU)

Key projects:

Urban Vision (GMGU) 

Joint Waste Development Plan for the ten Greater Manchester Local Authorities

	Capita Symonds
Construction and Demolition Waste Survey for ODPM - National survey, analysis and reporting

WRAP Trench Arisings Research for WRAP / Balfour Beatty – Technical review and assessment

Sevenoaks Recycling Centre for Darenth River Ballast Co Ltd – Technical and planning advice

	Water Environment

	We are the UKs leading specialists in the provision of flood hazard data describing the threat posed by climate change effects.   This is primarily achieved through the deployment of world-leading software and through interpretation by experts with extensive knowledge in providing information to inform policy, strategy and design.  Our Flood risk projects include formulation of Catchment Flood Management Plans to inform high level policy, flood mapping for the Environment Agency, Strategic Flood Risk Assessments to inform Local Authorities, Development Agencies and the emergency services, Flood Risk Assessments in accordance with PPS25

Resources: 60 - part of a national business serving the national requirements of the Environment Agency based in Sheffield, Bristol, East Grinstead and London

Key Projects:

Environment Agency’s Strategic Flood Risk Management Framework                                           Capita Symonds is 1 of 6 consultants on the Framework and has been providing advice since 1998.  In relation to this work Capita Symonds have developed full hydro-dynamic 2D models for major River Catchment areas, together with all major tributaries, e.g. for the River Trent.

Olympic Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for London Development Agency                                                (to accompany planning application for Olympic Bid.

Avonmouth / Severnside Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for Bristol City Council.

River Allen Strategic Flood Risk Mapping Study for the Environment Agency                                        (including hydrological analyses and hydraulic modelling)

14 Catchment Flood Management Plans for the Environment Agency                                                 These Plans cover about 25% of England and Wales.  Several are now completed.  They are all directed by multi-agency steering groups and are working towards long term policy setting on flood risk to 2100, with action plans to deliver the policies. 

Townley School, Blackburn Flood Risk Assessment                                                                                               Flood risk assessment for proposed new school project to meet the requirements of PPS 25.   The assessment included evaluation of flood hazards and the potential effects of climate change.

Strategic Flood Risk Assessments for Great Yarmouth and Gorleston and the Guildford, Surrey Heath, Woking and Blackwater Partnership

Strategic Flood Risk Assessments in Blackburn, Worthing, Chichester, Arun, Hereford and Adur local authority areas – all currently being developed
Currently developing SFRA’s in Blackburn, Worthing, Chichester, Arun, Hereford and Adur local authority areas, all on-going.


If required we can provide details of the qualifications and experience of our personnel in any of the above fields of expertise / specialisms.  

_________________________________________________________________________
21st December 2007
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